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Bismillahir Rahmaan-ir-Raheem: 
In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious and The Most Merciful. 
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Allah Humma, Salli ’Ala Sayyidina, Wa Maulana Muhammadin, 


Wa’ala Aali Sayyidina, Wa Maulana Muhammadin, Wa Baarik Wasallim: 
O Allah! May you bestow upon our Lord and Master, Hazrat Muhammad £2 
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and upon the progeny of our Lord and Master, Hazrat Muhammad #£, your Grace and Peace. 
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1. Foreword dy «| 


This is a brief introduction to Sarkar Namah and, in particular, to the lives (‘yile = sll 4) awac le Al a Dla > gla Kalk 551 S Ub See A 
and relationships among our very own four Great Saints that are highlighted ~) eal gus jal a a ex Bs wal Sp yet spel as 3S 5,8 
in this biographical account. They are all Guardians and Pillars of our — (ei Gb 5)) rlols 2 jl Qe 2 -y es Aas oli) UX 


Spiritual Lineage (Silsila), in this case known as the Yousufi Silsila. were ab ab 5 gla o heen pug og) 6? Cy gis yg) Can ya pas 


Here, we go back only four spiritual generations of the Yousufi Silsila, |_| ror = Js jel By Ai ali Lb dus Cr pe as ites 
starting with Hazrat Syed Muhammad Baba Tajuddin RA (Rahmat’'Allah . r pee % . 

: ( ao Ul se Eo! ue BS pee oS Gb Ub GO S 
Aleih); followed by his Spiritual Successor (Jaan-Nasheen) Hazrat Ghous Es al Oe cal old Cag: Ll roa GigE GS pon Cpl, Gils) 
Muhammad Baba Yousuf Shah Taji RA; then his Jaan-Nasheen, Hazrat Baba _-S | Ue Al — oe 55 (gas gt obit ull Gb G peas Catil, 
Albeyle Shah Yousufi RA and lastly, his Jaan-Nasheen, Hazrat Baba Shah “gf 93 I gare old LL SG pos Ciils 


Mehmood Yousufi. 


They are the four stalwarts of the Yousufi Silsila; a Spiritual Lineage that goes 35> (4 ils) SU! * 2 allac eine = ie or (fen Us > = 
all the way back, connected through a series of spiritual links, to Our Beloved (,ila 5) 1 #3 tore Or poor Y ga 5) lah 2 ly 2 plac Sly ee 
; an unbroken chain of Saints of ~Lols 2018 By) mda rS 3 ° Ig: \5> a» — mm — Jai) 5) 


the Chishtiyah and Qadriyah Sufi Orders. -—7 obs MOS5L SI IS es! = 





Lord and Master, Prophet Muhammad ale 





To help make the Urdu Text and the English Translation clear and ,,, Use ly aka os! Uli S aa yi US RI y9) cyte 93)! 
unambiguous, minimal explanatory content has been added, (within iS (eli (jail —S cys gf) Lila) Jislbiny os poids Cys cl US 
brackets). Certain words have been italicized and some are in bold print to _)5) ¢3$ 95! — LS US Ups ( »SduI) o> fy of Sl! gas -on ms 
signal emphasis. It is imperative to emphasize that all original content has ,.§ _— oo 5s Ba5 » Col Cyl -U Ui Cy » ‘ua re es = — Qs 
been maintained in its entirety. ~ LS KS) yho§p Gee Cla Ge! 1 ys) pha aXe gS cyte Clual ali 
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2. Hazrat Baba Tajuddin Auliya RA 


Reverent Salutation:“Tajul Auliya, Tajul Millate 
Wa-Deen, Shahenshahe Haft Aqleem, Jawlah Gahe 
Jamale Lam Yazli, Hazrat Syed Muhammad Baba 
Tajuddin Auliya RA.” 


(“Crowning Glory of the Saints, the Muslim 
Community and Islam as a whole, Vanguard of all 
the Seven Spiritual Dimensions, Manifested Image 
of Allah the Immortal, His Grace Syed Muhammad 
Baba Tajuddin Auliya RA”). 


In this Book, Sarkar Namah, Baba Tajuddin RA has 
often been referred to as Baba Sahib RA. He is the 
ultimate Sufi Master and Guide of Hazrat Ghous 


Muhammad Baba Yousuf Shah Taji RA. 


Born in Madras, Baba Sahib RA lived most of his 
adult life in Nagpur. The latent saint-like qualities 
of Baba Sahib RA were evident from his early 
childhood days. These potentialities blossomed 
greatly after his meeting with a Sufi Saint, Hazrat 
Abdullah Shah Qadri RA. It is narrated that this 


Sufi Saint chewed some dry fruits and then gave it 
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to the then young Baba Sahib RA to eat. The 
experience invoked a state of spiritual absorption 
(Istaghraaq) that continued and increased in 


intensity, over time. 


Later in life, another miraculous experience 
happened to Baba Sahib RA. On one of his many 
visits to the shrine of Hazrat Dawood Makki RA, 
while reciting the Holy Quran, he heard a divine 
call three times that commanded him, “Ask: 
whatever your wish, it will be granted.” At first, he 
kept quiet. Upon hearing the command the third 
time, Baba Sahib RA responded, “Lord, I only ask of 
Yourself from You.” The divine promise was 
fulfilled and he was granted everlasting Divine 
Union with His Lord, Allah Almighty. He would 
often say to his followers, “Dawood is to me, like I 
am to you.” His further life events and, in 
particular, interactions with Hazrat Ghous 
Muhammad Baba Yousuf Shah Taji RA have been 


described in detail in Sarkar Namah. 
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Hazrat Baba Yousuf Shah Taji RA 


Reverent Salutation:“Mazharay Kul Awwaleen, 
Wal Akhireen, Tajul Muhibbeen, Wal Mehbubeen, 
Fakharul Ushaag, Wal Mawahideen, Ghousina, 
Ghayasina, Mughisna,  Aagaina,  Saiyyadna, 
Sanadna, Murshadna, Maulana, Abul Arwah, Tajul 
Auliya, Hazrat Ghous Muhammad Baba Yousuf Shah 


Taji RA. Ya Ghous, Ya Yousuf Shah, Ya Baba, Aghisni, 
Wa Amdidni.” 


(“Complete Manifestation of the Alpha and Omega, 
Crowning Glory of Lovers and the Beloved, Our 
Helper, Our Rescuer, Our Redresser of Grievances, 
Our Lord, Our Master, Our Leading Authority, Our 
Guide, Our Commander and Father of Our Spirit, 


His Grace, The Divine Helper, Muhammad Baba 


Yousuf Shah Taji RA. O’ Divine Helper, O’ Yousuf 
Shah, O’ Baba, Help Us and Provide us with your 


Blessed Assistance.”) 


The entire Sarkar Namah, is the complete, lucid 
life story of Hazrat Ghous Muhammad Baba Yousuf 


Shah Taji RA. In it, he is referred to as Sarkar RA or 
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His Grace RA, by the Author, Hazrat Baba Albeyle 
Shah Yousufi RA. 


It was originally transcribed, in real-time, word for 
word as Hazrat Baba Albeyle Shah Yousufi RA 
related his vivid recollections of his Beloved 
Sheikh plainly laid out in a straightforward way 
for all to benefit from. It is an outstanding 
testament of the love bond, loyalty and devotion 
shared between a Master and a Mureed. For 
Hazrat Baba Albeyle Shah Yousufi RA, Sarkar 
Yousuf Shah Baba RA was the epitomy of the Sufi 
Path, Islam, the core of compassion for humanity 
and love for all of the Creation, each and every 


particle of it. 


We are indeed the fortunate recipients of this 
priceless wealth of wisdom; an actual exemplary 
life story of a Sufi Murshid-Mureed relationship 
and a unique source of unparalleled guidance for 


following the spiritual path. 
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Hazrat Baba Albeyle Shah Yousufi RA 


Reverent Salutation:“Aagaayi Wa _  Maulaayi, 
Sayyadi Wa Murshadi, Abul Arwah, Tajul Auliya, 
Ghous-e-Zaman-o-Makaan, Qutbay Madaray Irfaan, 
Hazrat Baba Albeyle Shah Yousufi RA.” 


(“My Lord and Leader, My Master and Guide, 
Father of My Spirit, Crowning Glory of the Saints, 
Divine Helper Unrestrained by Time and Space, 
Central Authority of Gnosis, His Grace Baba 
Albeyle Shah Yousufi RA).” 


The given name of Hazrat Baba Albeyle Shah 
Yousufi RA was Janaab Kufwar Asghar Ali Khan. 
He is known as Hazrat Baba Albeyle Shah RA, often 
referred to as Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA or simply as 
Aala Hazrat RA. 


Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA met his Master, during his 
University student days and had ample, extended 
Opportunities to experience firsthand his Master’s 
ways, etiquettes and mannerisms. So, as the 
Author of this revered biography, Sarkar Namah. 
Aala Hazrat RA has gifted us with this unique 
treasure trove of authentic events, sayings, 


teachings and practices of his Beloved Sufi Master, 








Sarkar Namah: Page Number 6 


(plea gg olds tal) Luly a ca 

Be Gade 5 Gee Sg 5 SUP roti 
Do Ab eK 4 les See celd Wl bez 
Sf gh ole peel LL SO .2 > cls 


lis al ual US Zia g) old tall UL Cae 
coll Lb pean og Le UL le tral 5S 
OS) cde con Aa ob pe» lb pS lb 
ZS Ges (lel Gane b Gye (led SIS us 
wp} Ul Ua is ol 

Cilla piles -S rela Gyes (lel WS 
ae usd) os) cle eh) us dle 
sila a8 S lal yy) caida 2S ae 
ae ee Oe ee oe ee 
Site (gS Calaae 8 coli uv Oe el sil 
Gee ly AY ue 3 OG pes lel os 
(Cilally atine S$ Fall olf Gaags LL Cr pe 
Uae Ail JR Cosas QS Gilad yo) Closed «Sl sil 
3 US 

cials S$ AS A) 3G pee lel 1S 
Qs WS Gls pais ol par -S A a) 5) Us 
Stash, sgl S yeh gaia 1S of pl LS jiu 


Hazrat Baba Yousuf Shah Taji RA. 


Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA traveled extensively, 
throughout Hindustan (Persian term for the Indian 
Sub-Continent) for his work and accompanying his 
Sheikh. His final home base, however, was Karachi, 
Pakistan; now also the resting place and shrine of 
Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA. 


Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA expressed his profound 
love, devotion and respect for his Beloved Master, 
by declaring his ultimate desire, “J won’t remain 
lying down when Sarkar himself will come to take 
me.” On the morning of November 21, 1994 
(Jamadi-us-Sani 16, 1415), Sarkar Aala Hazrat’s RA 
desire was fulfilled. As he prepared to go back to 
his Lord, he sat up and passed on to his heavenly 


abode, in the sitting position. 


Although Aala Hazrat RA was the _ Spiritual 
Successor, fully authorized as a Sufi Master and 
Guide, he chose not to initiate any individual 
except for one, his Successor (Jaan-Nasheen), His 


Grace, Maulana Hazrat Shah Mehmood Yousufi. 
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Hazrat Baba Shah Mehmood Yousufi 


His Eminence, reverently addressed as “Sarkar 
Baba Shah Mehmood Yousuft”, is the one and only 
Mureed and Spiritual Successor (Jaan-Nasheen) of 
Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA. He is lovingly addressed by 
his disciples simply as “Baba” (Spiritual Father). 
Our Sarkar, Maulana Shah Mehmood Yousufi 
was bestowed this title to him by Prophet 


#t as it was conveyed to Sarkar Aala 





Hazrat RA during his visit to the Holy City of 


Medina Al-Munawweara. 


Sarkar was born in Burma (Myanmar) during the 
height of WWII. His birth took place in an ultra 
wealthy family where Sufi practices were unheard 
of. There were, however, early signs and 
indications, by various Sufi Masters of the time 
who recognized his great unrealized spiritual 
potential and predicted a highly esteemed, 


eminent position for him in the Spiritual Realm. 


As a young man, Sarkar Baba Sahib was 
introduced to the Sufi Path that he chose to follow 
wholeheartedly, by his Honorable Step Father, 


(Brena 
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Janab Muhammad Manzoor-Ul-Haq Rahmani, who 
had an unbreakable bond of love and sincerity 
with him. As he got deeper into the Sufi Path, 
Sarkar Baba Sahib also took an Oath of Poverty 
and left his family fortunes behind to devote 
himself totally to spiritual development. He 
studied with various mentors and tutors until 
Sarkar Baba Sahib took Bai’ath at the hands of 
Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA and _ was_ granted 
Deputyship (Khilafat) very shortly thereafter. This 
honor came with an immense responsibility to 
nurture and guide all those seeking nearness to 
Allah Almighty, to promote the teachings of his 
Sheikh and to encourage people of all walks of life, 
races, colors, creeds and belief systems to tread 
diligently, on the path of righteousness and 
Spirituality. This responsibility continues to be 
fulfilled, wholeheartedly, worldwide, to this day, 


under the personal guidance of Sarkar Baba Sahib. 


Sarkar Baba Sahib has been residing in USA for 
many years and his Sufi Astana, Yousuf Nagar, is 


located in Karachi, Pakistan. 
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3. Introduction 


A great necessity has always been felt that the biographies of the Sages of 
our Deen (Buzurgane Deen), the Righteous of the Community (Sualiheen-e- 
Ummat) and the Saints (Auliya Allah) be preserved in a rigorous, 
documented form so that people who are committed to following an 
authentic spiritual path, can benefit from these authoritative sources as per 
their capacity and capability. To fulfill this felt need, therefore, numerous 
historic events, biographies and the sayings of the Sages of our Deen have 
been published in the form of books and the Ummah has greatly benefited 


from them. 


Due to these sentiments, those who are associated with the Saints, the 
followers of the Great Masters (Masheikh-e-’Uzzaam), their Sufi Orders 
(Silsila), their disciples (Mureedeen) and those that have faith in them, have 
delivered numerous anecdotal materials. To discern, how credible the 
reported facts and the sayings are, is a completely different matter 


altogether. 


In this regard, my view is that people out of their love may have exaggerated 
the facts. In doing so, some people have equated (tried to establish) the 
greatness and dignity of the Saints with made-up stories and mixed false 
narratives with the facts. From these efforts, only a handful of publications 


can be considered authentic. As a result, the other resource materials only 


no let a 
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give those that bear malice or grievance against the Saints, a chance to point 
their finger critically, to achieve their own (ill-intended) ends and nothing 


worthwhile is gained. 


In documenting the biographical account of my Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba 
RA), I have made sure that nothing other than proven facts are stated. I have 
kept aside all personally un-witnessed anecdotes, hearsay, exaggerated 
reports of events and miracles that some people believe to be “the” proof of 
being a Saint. In my opinion, the show of miraculous happenings is not the 
proof of Sainthood (Wilayat), in the same way that miracles are not the 
definitive proof of Prophethood. May Allah SWT (Subhana Wa-Ta‘ala / Most 
Exalted, Supreme Allah) help me and provide me with the ability to remain 


factual about my Sufi Master’s: 


®@ Life Events 

® Particular Etiquettes 

® Code of Conduct 

@ Intent and Actions 

® Knowledge of the Unseen and Miracles 
@ Teaching and Training 


®@ Recitations and Prayers 
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@ Habits and Behaviors yl glal 5 Cle e 


@ Acts of Worship and Rituals Slat) 5 Slale e 
@ Interaction with Disciples Alalee gla S$ Qua ye 
@ Relationships with Friends Cilaled gla —S Ghal e 
® Dealings with Contemporaries rig) giles US Ol pas Ctpe pac a il 53) e 


To fulfill this important commitment, I will only note down events that] Que S 3 lgaos Gs pe nr p39 cee ¢ AS Ju QS teks (yl 
witnessed personally or accounts that were relayed to me by only those —= Oe lu Un wa asia Zs ge 9 ali yp} gS ail S A 8 yun 
Fellow Brothers (Pir Bhai) whose integrity and trustworthiness are foundto 4) Cuila (.S Us Hal ja — OU giles yas poy ss Gul, ) 
be unquestionable, without any reservations. “Ue Ans 9 Sub cea be |) eee 2 Go lailal 
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Sarkar’s actual name was Maulana Muhammad Abdul Kareem Shah, publicly anu Ca yall coli ay Solace rene LY go Gr pron cal ¥ aul IS IS pus 
known as Syed Baba Ghous Muhammad Yousuf Shah Taji RA (May Allah AQ3 ja jell o pas atl Cpaad Ga oLS Cas gs eer ge Lb 


SWT Reveal Ever Greater Secrets to Him). 
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5. Place of Birth 


Sarkar was born in Gangapur, Sawai Madhopur, in the Principality of Jaipur, 
in 1885, during the blessed month of Ramadan (mid-June to mid-July). Just a 
few months after his birth, his Honorable mother passed away and he was 
brought up by his Honorable father, Syed Laal Muhammad Shah RA. He 
(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) got his early education at a local school 
(Maktab), where he gained his basic knowledge of the Holy Quran and Farsi 

(Persian) language. The family’s financial situation was such that it became 
difficult for him to continue his education but His Grace was very eager to 
study further. So, with that intention, he went to Bareli Shareef to pursue 


opportunities for higher education. 


There, he enrolled in the University of Aala Hazrat (not our Sarkar Aala 
Hazrat RA, but the Dean of Bareli University), Maulana Ahmad Raza Khan 
Barelvi RA. There, Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) received his education as 
one of a group of students, who received financial support from the 
University. Aala Hazrat Ahmad Raza Khafi RA paid special attention to this 
particular student upon noticing His Grace’s intense interest in learning, the 
speed at which he was advancing, his latent talent and potential like a 


hidden jewel within him. After 12 years, Sarkar had completely mastered: 
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® Figh naa @ 


@ Hadith Cuan @ 
@ Logical Reasoning and Analysis, with Distinction. Lyle 8 Gaeala 5 ge ny ob os Slike! Gs madi ) | Glin e 
® While simultaneously completing his Degree (Dars-e-Nizami). “ells SY oe lai Ua) Jus (p10 ey) gual a 
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6. Honorary Distinction Award 


During his studies, His Grace’s intelligence and exceptional mastery of the 
subjects of Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence) were absolutely evident to his 
teachers, especially to Aala Hazrat Ahmad Raza Khan Barelvi RA. Even his 
classmates acknowledged his excellent command of the various subjects 
that they were studying. Thus, His Grace had an esteemed reputation among 
his contemporaries (Ham Asar). Simplicity combined with dignified 
authority, politeness, along with a gentle nature, made him highly regarded 


and popular both with his teachers, as well as his classmates. 


Everyone admired him greatly, especially during the Diploma Award 
Ceremony. This Ceremony was presided over by Hazrat Siraaj-as-Salikeen 
(Lightsource of the Mystics) Shah Nizamuddin RA, popularly known as 
Nanne Mian RA, Keeper (Sajjadah-Nasheen) of Khanqah-e-Niaziyah. Nanne 
Mian RA invited Sarkar to sit on the stage and asked him to do a melodic 


recitation (Tilawat) of the Holy Quran and to speak about the life (Seerat) of 





Prophet Muhammad tH. Due to the spiritual ambiance and the special 


attention of Hazrat Nanne Mian RA, Sarkar experienced a state of rapture 


(JJazb) and a trance-like condition (Bekhudi). 


His Grace was naturally gifted with a very melodious and harmonious voice 


so at the conclusion of his recitation of the Holy Quran and the celebration of 


Culuas jas Nia 
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Milad-un-Nabi (Birth of the Prophet ai 





) when he stood up for Salaat and 





Salaam (a Tribute to the Prophet tls), he received an outstanding 


appreciation and acclamation, from the audience. As His Grace stepped 
down from the stage, he knelt in front of Hazrat Nanne Mian RA and bowed 
down to kiss his feet (Qadam Bosi). Hazrat Nanne Mian RA lovingly lifted his 
foot, from under his head and placed it on Sarkar’s shoulder, with the 


message, 


“Go, organize assemblies to celebrate Milad-un-Nabi and to spread the Deen.” 


My Sarkar used to narrate this particular incident with great love and 


passion. He used to say, 


“Hazrat Siraaj-as-Salikeen’s blessed foot, on my shoulder, created such an 
effect that people came from near and far away, just to listen to my 


discourses.” 
(Yousuf Shah Baba RA further elaborated, ) 


Due to my speeches and recitations, celebrating Milad-un-Nabi, as well as 
my being a Religious Scholar (Aalim), many people became my followers 
and sought formal Initiation by making a solemn pledge (Ba’ait) to become 


my devoted disciples (Mureed). I, however, did not consider myself eligible 
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for that. 


During this time, our manner and ways of dressing were like that of atypical ,lilé aS alk : sil JS Cpl! cated eas lar Os al 3 esl 


Religious Scholar: At 6 
1. With long hair styled in curls aH oe Jal -S SIS Ju. 
2. A long velvet chenille-like (Malina) fabric shirt (Kurta) u ss Loa} 1S ann | 
3. A green turban ade oat 
4. A waistcoat and with it... oes { aul 45 haa 


5. A pocket-watch with an attached chain: Z 
16S eee lls Ke HI -d 


Ned gs cise Gam Sat 8 ESGals Ips SI alo 
cal i OL 9p es Oo As! GE Ue Ge Goer 5310 


© One end of the chain remained in one pocket 


© Rest of the chain would hang across the chest and the watch into the 


pocket on the other side ot 
6. Along with sunglasses —+ AlN pais |S da .7 
7.A silver ring cH ax ei Sl gS Gaile Or ib .V 
8. A walking stick 6 5e> gl «A 
(Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA narrates,) ( rS On ilk 2 Cs an cgle| IS ™) 
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started being received and programs being held, with ever greater numbers, 


tributes and offerings (Nazrana). 


After His Grace received his Certification in Figh from Bareli, the scholars 
there, suggested that he should also get his Certificate endorsed by the 
scholars of Sitapur who were widely regarded as the authority on Hadith 
and Figh. Their endorsement was respected by many religious institutions 
and was considered a very valuable guarantee of a respected vocation. His 
Grace accepted their advice and went to Sitapur. He met with the scholars 
there. They tested his knowledge thoroughly, found his credentials very 


impressive and happily endorsed his Certificate of Figh. 





Busy with his religious lecture circuit and celebrations of Milad-un-Nabi ae 


Sarkar traveled the length and breadth of India. (This included:) 


® Nagpur 

@ Ahmadabad 
® Gujarat 

@ Madras 

@ Kathiawar 


@ Bombay (Mumbai) 
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@ Junagarh... 


..and almost all other major cities of Uttar Pradesh. His sermons became 
very popular among people interested in gaining greater religious 
knowledge. So many invitations were being received that His Grace didn't 
have a moment to spare. It became his undertaking day and night, with 
barely any time for rest. He never stipulated any remuneration (Muavizah) 
in return and would never even bring it up. He had full trust in Allah SWT 
(Tawakkul ’ala Allah) and he accepted whatever gifts (Nazrana) were 
offered. If ever, the amount presented seemed to be over what would be 


considered reasonable, he would only accept a portion of it. 


His Grace often expressed the view that, 


“There is a need to infuse the (religious) knowledge (what his speeches were 
all about at that time) that we had acquired with its spiritual aspects. It is 
much more satisfying and gratifying when the spiritual dimension is 


incorporated into our religious dialogue and discourses.” 


For this purpose, His Grace decided to travel to Ajmer Shareef. There, at the 
sacred shrine (of Khwaja Ghareeb Nawaz RA), he was hoping to come across 
a great many Sufi Masters (Masheikh) and Servant Votaries of Allah SWT 


(Bande), for sure. His sincere intention was to undertake formal Initiation 


...- da Usa e 
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(Bai’ath) and commit to being a disciple if he got attracted to someone who (,4g.4 4 ol allac ilies Cys Ups ol Lal orS 23 Oly KO pen 
had a full command of knowledge, both religious and spiritual. His Grace Ox al 8 -LL Ue Ab (pad cot 9S Lun! Coul 6d) ila — Ca) tas 
stated that he met with a vast number of well-known Masters and renowned 6ArS 


Sufis but he did not find anybody as such. He added, 


“During this search, I met many great Masters but this thought kept me from “SS ays Gane, 2 Lae ee oie ig No KI re >: rh r ae 
taking the solemn Oath of Initiation that, I would only want to follow someone — \@ .. . : - . 
J J y fe SF rls yelo Speed ah oS Sh, Wy) we 3S Con SS 2 We ao 
who had not only reached the zenith of spiritual heights but also achieved the « er éj j 
5 WS Cleed ge ar sll F do gla gle F Dhe Gheay y= S 


perfection of religious knowledge.” 
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7. Oath of Initiation Cina V 


we 8 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA narrates,) ( son ale 8 Ole Rin ncerwer BS) 


In the mosque at the shrine, after completing my Maghrib prayers (Salaat),I SQ) 3 él gs & ls Ss a} jad (CS Gr pe 6cpe Dae SS Cd lS 52 
saw a very venerable-looking Gentleman (Sufi Abdul Hakeem Shah Sahib 4 pa) oO gale Gus rales yg) oily pus Sa) Uigd Cy gee Sy jp Cul 
RA) looking at me with a faint, loving smile. He had a fair complexion, was Casas SQ) 6) «us Aa sie C8 ple (5 pus Sd 9S (Cialie ols asvallasc 
wearing a long jacket (Sherwani) and a headscarf (Amama). I felt that my Sl cot Gala | ye AS LS Cp gure a Us -- ee Cu) Sve (ous 
heart was also inclined towards him. I got up to greet him and, after greeting (ju. a4 — aSale a Dull BY) Ll — aa fet) U4 - A> gia C4 yb 
with Salaam, I offered my hand for a handshake. He shook my hand heartily gx. — ish 9 a ¥§ os = ES SD a 3 la 3: al aus aailes 
and lovingly held it for a long while with both his hands. He (Sufi Abdul ib 2 ys — seis KU 5490 — Si pd Cy _y9) Lie 98 rAadluins — 


Hakeem Shah Sahib RA) then asked, orS Le 8 (53 Cinta oli araliac (9 pa) gr yo! -leS 5 2 3a 


“Maulana, have you just come to Ajmer Shareef?” 


WS Oye Jy pel UY Us Se IST bY gs” 


I (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) answered, oS La Gl sa 2 (LL ols Carn gt 1S pas) Cpr 


“Yes Your Grace, I’ve just come, it’s been only two days.” oie be h9)y no is#!| O pa> - 


He (Sufi Abdul Hakeem Shah Sahib RA) continued, cnaS wad aks (Cialie ola aaltac 8 a) yg 
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our Isha Salaat back here in the mosque, provided that this doesn't interfere 


with anything you may need to do at this time?” 


I (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) accepted his invitation and we went to the 
residence, within the shrine area, where His Grace (Sufi Abdul Hakeem Shah 
Sahib RA) was staying, with some others. I noted that not only this venerable 
Gentleman himself was dressed impeccably in such neat and clean clothes 
but where he was staying was also kept immaculate. Everything was 
properly placed and well organized. The sleeping arrangement was on the 


floor, also very tidy and orderly. 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA continues,) 


From his accent, it seemed as if he was from Lucknow. During the 
conversation, His Grace’s (Sufi Abdul Hakeem Shah Sahib RA) profound 
insights, tone of voice and grasp of the Holy Quran greatly impressed me. I 
found out that he was living in Kamptee. He was from Silsila Qadiriyah, 
Razzagiyah, Chishtiyah, Sabiriyah and that he had been granted Initiation 
Authority (Sahib-e-Ijazat). He had been initiated by Hazrat Shah Talib 
Hussein Mujeeb RA into the Silsila of Hazrat Sufi Abdul Rehman Shah Sahib 
RA, whose book “Kalimat-ul-Haq”, I had read and had been very impressed 
by it. 


My heart was becoming more and more inclined towards him to an extent 


that I wanted to be initiated by him. I expressed my desire and he, without 
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any hesitation, very happily accepted to guide me by taking me by the hand 
and thus I achieved my objective of coming to Ajmer Shareef. This solemn 


Oath of Initiation occurred in 1912. 


(Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA continues from here,) 


Whatever instructions, practices and recitations that Hazrat Sufi Abdul 
Hakeem Shah RA would prescribe, Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) would 
follow with full attention and steadfastness. He accompanied Sufi Sahib 
(Abdul Hakeem Shah RA) for a few months and benefited greatly from this 
close association with his Sufi Master and the company of his Fellow 
Brothers (Pir Bhai). Within a matter of days, Hazrat Sufi Abdul Hakeem Shah 
Sahib RA deputized (Khilafat) and granted Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) 
the Authority to Initiate. He told him to teach and spread the work of the 
Silsila. Now Sarkar traveled, as a Sufi Master, to all those places where he 
had previously given lectures as a Religious Scholar. People everywhere 


joined the Silsila, group after group, in large numbers. 


After these successful tours, when Sarkar returned to Ajmer Shareef to his 
Master, Sufi Abdul Hakeem Sahib RA took him to pay respects to Hazoor 
Ghareeb Nawaz RA (shrine). There, His Grace (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) was 
overcome by tremendous emotion, with tears flowing profusely. A very 


unusual thing then happened. After entering the chamber from the foot side 
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of the grave, as he knelt down and bowed his head to offer his respects, his 
cap slid off, not to be found again. After offering Fatiha, in order to leave, His 


Grace proceeded to where he had left his shoes. The shoes were also gone. 


From these happenings, what His Grace understood was that, from that 
point on, he must remain bare-headed and bare-footed. He changed his 
attire and his looks. He used to wear shoulder-length hair, with a turban, 
that he shaved off. Instead of a regular shirt, he wore a sarong (tehmand) 
and a long kurta shirt. He gave up wearing the waistcoat with the pocket 
watch and stopped carrying his walking stick. In summary, instead of being 
dressed like a typical Religious Scholar, he adopted the dress of an ascetic 
(Dervish). 


After a few days, Hazrat Sufi Abdul Hakeem Shah Sahib RA, who was a highly 


regarded author and a pious leader in the Qadiriyah, Razzaqiyah, Chishtiyah 
and Sabiriyah Sufi Orders said to Sarkar, 


“Sir, whatever this Dervish had to offer, I have passed on to you. For the rest, 
you must present yourself in Nagpur to Hazrat Baba Tajuddin Auliya RA, (May 
Allah SWT Reveal Ever Greater Secrets to Him).” 
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8. Sarkar’s Audience with Baba Sahib 


In compliance with his Master’s (Sheikh) guidance, Sarkar (Yousuf Shah 
Baba RA) arrived in Nagpur. At that time, Hazrat Baba Tajuddin RA was in 
Waki Shareef, a very vast and dense jungle, near Nagpur. Due to Baba Sahib’s 
RA widespread fame as a Dervish, thousands of people were gathered there 
day and night, all seeking to fulfill their personal needs. There was a festival- 


like atmosphere all the time. 


Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) narrates, 


In the beginning, when I saw people prostrating in front of Baba Sahib 
(Sarkar Tajuddin Baba RA) who himself seemed spiritually intoxicated 
(Alam-e-Jazb), in a state of ecstasy and trance (Keif-o-Masti), carefree of 
offering the Salaat and following other basic Islamic practices. I thought to 
myself, how would I ever attain any spiritual training (Tarbiyat) in such a 
situation. I decided to inform my Murshid (Abdul Hakeem Shah Sahib RA) 
immediately about my feelings and intentions. While these thoughts were 
still on my mind, I went and stood by the crowd to meet Baba Tajuddin RA. 
He was reclining against a tree trunk and both his feet were out of the shawl 
(Chaadar). His face and complete body were wrapped up with the shawl as if 
it was an indication for the people that whoever wanted to leave, may kiss 


his feet (Qadam Bosi) and leave Nagpur. I found this to be an opportune time 
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and along with others, I moved towards him to kiss his feet. Just as I was Crate as yA — ca nS Lil a = IS pe = 3 Cras ') —d pes 
about to do that, Baba Sahib RA pulled his feet back under the shawl and (4s 9: aad Uae (3 pour gf lain ols His Os a8 Ge Ue 55) Ue 
said, al OS pail 2S ile OS Gus ou 2b) 3 Gabe Lb ld ob Ls 

iS LLey 55I 


“Maulavi has to stay here or else we will tie him to the bush (Jhaard).” 


— ue etl aw Se mi m9 UM a) Ute Sly” 
(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA continued,) (clale 8 451 eS ) Gol Gb Gb old Cou gt 1S pus) 


| realized that my intentions had already been revealed to Baba Sahib RA (yo ) 6) 3 LS 4: pla oal yl | pus op Gale Lb AS LS Jus — ux 
and I turned back from there. However, the misgivings were still there, in ld pe BG dy eks SAgS 93> Uns a ge aa co LS 43 ul oo OL 9 
my heart. I was inundated with this thought, over and over, that there was Gils S 5 Lats _S Calta LL AS Ki US JlA oh Jb ob os! -ad 
no doubt in Baba Sahib’s RA miraculous ability to see the hidden (Kashf). ull -On —S) on Cray pti oo Cal ‘i on ae ace es “we 


However, he was carefree about observing Islamic Shariat, so I found it a or ay Od paw Gla (asd ol je S gan 
difficult to believe that I would achieve any spiritual benefit (Faiz). 


The next day, when I saw a large gathering, I thought that Baba Sahib RA 9 Ss Ss grow nr of Sua game Sa Sul — Ue a gd Gd 2 pe gd 
must be there. So, I approached the crowd. Baba Sahib RA was indeed there UL lain la Use aor nt nas us i 53 ih at Cialue LL nw 
and gave me a very meaningful look. He took off his Blessed Gown (Jubba C4 yb US ke U3 pai Bt th Cy 9) —H Asay UL Cislin 
Mubarak); threw it, forcefully, towards me and said, US 5] Kings ps 595 a yb ig pe 8 ul S jlo OS Lil yh -lkSua 
énS 

“Take this, your Shariat with you, may it bring you blessings.” ae Se aos Coy nb (55 ed 
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Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA ) elaborated further, 


The Blessed Gown hit my chest and my inner state changed dramatically. I 
felt like shouting out loud and running away, ripping off my clothes. On the 
one hand, passing even a single minute was difficult, thinking when will I be 
free of this place and go back to my Sufi Master and Guide (Peer-o-Murshid). 
Now, on the other hand, the feeling of spiritual intoxication, ecstasy and 
euphoria were prevalent. I wished never to be separated from Baba Sahib 


RA, ever again. 


| (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) was in the same state when Baba Sahib RA 
left Waki Shareef jungle and came to the Palace of Raja Raghu Rao RA. The 
festival-like atmosphere that I had experienced in Waki (Shareef) followed 


there as well. 


Another event that I (Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA) came to know through some of 
my very reliable Fellow Brothers is that Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) 
narrated that he saw Baba Sahib RA in a Spiritual Dream (Aalam-e-Roya). A 


Saint had come to him and said, 


“Our Name is Tajuddin!” 


Sarkar told this dream to his Sufi Master and Guide but the Honorable Sufi 
Abdul Hakeem Shah Sahib RA did not reply and remained silent. After a few 
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days, Sarkar had the same dream again. This time Baba Sahib (Sarkar 1S ys) Galea LL Ate Cp! la Gls Ge ee «Ute te LS pe 
Tajuddin Baba RA) said, nS LL fs 2 (Wu Cpl ae 


“Sir, your share is here with us.” 


a Nae WS) Gel, ele eae RY p>” 


Sarkar again told his Sufi Guide about the dream. This time Sufi Sahib RA (454 Adi ype cul -Llin S ad ye 9 yu —! be GIA 4! 3 UNS 
said, 6ArS US = Cislin 


“You should present yourself to Baba Sahib in Waki Shareef. Your remaining oer Bb - ale pole gaa: Leone bl oy is oP 


share is there now.” « 
ree ne i da 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA said,) («AS Ox al 3 ine ola Cau: lS ™) 


I got ready and traveled to Waki Shareef. There, I found a horde of thousands ee we z Sisss 3 uv g-2 vA as a SF 34 es 5 4 


of people in the jungle.” 


The details of what happened then have been described above. ye ae ls —2 UA as ala ae ge oC’! 9 Guus ist OG 3 
“cS 2 Es pig leis) 
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9. Stay at Baawri Stepwell al ee sgl .4 
(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA narrating,) (som 3) OS oly rn ncerwer BS) 


One day Baba Sahib RA came to me walking briskly, held my hand and took 5$4 gil |_jus_» ol 6 SY Cay tii A yb og ype pe Gann LL 55) UI 
me to the open ground near the Palace (of Raja Raghu Rao RA) where there eS — ae ees 4) 9689 lalb) ae = eilu | —= Ss 
was a dry stepwell, known as Baawri. We climbed down a few yards into the (lig -lgi _) gsi — eb Soot es ld J iS Laat) Sul Cre (ylane 
well, where there was a small cave-like opening in the wall of the Baawri. oa ¥ dia one (6) 9 (oul yl ie fl ail = CR iS ou Sl me 
Baba Sahib (Sarkar Tajuddin Baba RA) asked me (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba (yl ae JS ») al = a ya) ce 0 5@S Cs es 9g Ua yl gd SU 
RA) to sit inside and said, cnS Loa kia (Wu ols Cau gt) gre (3 (re 
“Hazrat needs to just stay here, drink tea and keep practicing ‘Allah Allah.’ oe ee Bi yah ce Se Ble egw uy oe Ope” 
You may go out of the Baawri whenever there’s a need.” « r : oe | 7 
=U Sw le nk S Sg 3g s a 


(Explanation: Practicing “Allah Allah” is meant to be done figuratively, not aes eile oui, Jp ae je a oe | | bs 57a ai sels ) 
literally; so as to constantly remain focused on remembering Allah SWT. This 3 Nie. ae , eA 
F bales ly oh S alll Bro Spo Cogs Sb np x rob as 


point has been elaborated many times by His Eminence, our Hazrat Baba Shah iS as 
ee he SU kD ep ogy Beer oy Wh eee 4G, 
Mehmood Yousufi.) 2 kt ay as ae. Sa fog dg® ol bb Ope Ole 8 2 le 
(ez, 


After this, he left me there. It was approximately 11 o’clock. In the evening, (lec \S _ > LS Lay ya pel GS ge es —> OS 35ee — Bs 
Khuda Baksh came with a cup of tea and said, = Os! AIS a Ab ole AI Ge los oS ald pe ld 
inS YS 
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“Baba Sahib RA has sent this for you, please drink it. During your stay here, S\ s Uw) ole Se = WI -ui Qin ee. aren (ie ae 
you will receive a cup of tea in the morning and one in the evening. If you want 5 asus i oa on ier Fels oe ie us ie | nie 


anything else, you can ask Baba Sahib RA when he comes to visit.” « ag ; «a . . as 
-eb Fy Low) ibe Sh Cele bh gi egy hale 

It was only Sarkar’s (Tajuddin Baba RA) miraculous Grace that my health |. a Soa (¥ -) alls PS ge Cal SN pe pa (LL Cpa eG) a err 

remained intact on two cups of tea a day for forty days. The feeling of sts “oe 9 Lal = pani (5_).9 jAS ne )oap Gls — ab eer 3 


weakness, however, had increased immeasurably. 


(I, Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) recited mostly Darood Shareef, Darood-e- (yu) 0 ) gus cel agp carpi ag ya fh oaks 5 (LL ols Carn 3 IS pas «tel 
Taj, Surah Yasin Shareef, Surah Muzammil Shareef, Chahal Kaaf, Qaseedah ror pi S gis ) 3! ‘ pax ¢ pias 6c alS an rar pa av js D) guy 68 ps 
Ghausiyah and many verses of Masnavi Shareef which I had memorized, by _.¢:8 Gia gi li) US 3) 3 \s S| 6 ei da gee plas) slant Y Stun 
heart. Whenever there was a need to relieve myself, I would come out of the — YG pb — Sak Use st (cei ig G9 we 8 Cala as) 
Baawri and go out to the other end of a nearby pond, take care of my needs, Ligiy | aa atl gl li GS gery o i S & ls Sip JUS 2 ps 90 
freshen up, refresh my wudu (ablution) and then return to the Baawri and Ag’ 


sit in the designated spot. 


On the 40 day, Khuda Baksh came with the evening cup of tea and said, pe sa) 3 zl) Sul a> as als Cpa (og Las (pe day = Ce Cuull, 
(ns US 
"Please come, Baba Sahib has called for you.” “aw WM 3 Cele bh Sal eile 


In those forty days, Baba Sahib RA came to visit three or four times. Once he ay Ca nla 2 pe rth ys F oY Gales Lb ie Us Us Qual VJ 
asked, OAS 1G LS oe Sle A tye SU! 5! -2-3 
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“ . . lad « . a : Lats 
If you wish you can stay here or else you can come with us: - 5le| ilu ame \ roe 3 ale Se Si 


I stayed because | felt that Baba Sahib RA wanted me to do that (stay at the _.¢4) ,S vee. as Gale Lb uli < Is Syd La! —= ou 
Baawri) for a few more days. 094 (Ux Gosh) Ute Uo ea 


I (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) accompanied Khuda Baksh to Baba Sahib RA (je Cuda (8 Galo Lb gil. ver Ke (LL ols Cars 91 IS pas) prs 
and kissed his (Sarkar Tajuddin Baba RA) feet. At that time Sarkar greeted LL 44, cal -\53 Gags add (S ine Opal! cE IS ps) sl sls Saale 


me, “Come, Yousuf!” (Sarkar’s name was Abdul Kareem). Probably due to the lle Agi a Sac ls aul ix MS yas “Ios is ? Lila» = ae re 


os te ES Gul lige elle Gaal IS Cag os Sd GS sgh be Uni 
SN gS ay Sse hye Cas gs Dae ali Lu! wiper IS yu 


reference to the well or to the Baawri he was bestowed the title Yousuf by 
Baba Sahib RA. From then on, Sarkar always wrote his name as Muhammad 


Yousuf, previously known as Abdul Kareem. 


Sarkar Namah: Page Number 32 


10. State of Divine Absorption 


Sarkar used to say that after his stay in the Baawri, he was preoccupied with 


thoughts and feelings about the spiritual aspects of life. 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA narrating,) 


My religious training, since childhood, was very well established, so even in 
the state of absorption (Jazb-o-Junoon), I observed the sacred Shariat 
practices. I also knew that Baba Sahib RA preferred that fasting, offering 
daily prayers and recitation of the Holy Qur’an should be observed, in all 
circumstances. So much so that, Sarkar Baba Sahib RA commanded my 
Fellow Brothers, receiving spiritual training, that all of them should offer 5 


daily prayers in congregation with me as the Imam. He ordered me to, 


“Hazrat, take the parade from everyone.” 


There were some Fellow Brothers whose spiritual condition did not allow 
them to be inclined towards prayers and some disagreed as to why a 


relatively new Fellow Brother was given the role of Imamat (to lead Salaat). 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA narrating,) 


Despite my best efforts, these people did not join the congregational 
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prayers. One day, they came to Baba Sahib RA to protest and to complain 
that Maulavi Abdul Kareem (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) was very strict 


with them about offering Namaz (Salaat) and even chastised them. 


Baba Sahib RA ran towards them as if to beat them and admonished them 


severely by saying, 


“You people do not obey the orders of the Grand Master (Barde Sahib)?” 


After that, all the people started attending the prayers regularly. 


When Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) used to narrate this incident to us, he 
would emphasize every time that when he (Sarkar Tajuddin Baba RA) said 


“Grand Master (Barde Sahib)”, he was talking about the Lord of the Two 


Realms (Honorable Prophet Muhammad #2). 





Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) used to emphasize that Sarkar Baba Sahib RA 
had full power and control over his spiritual intoxication (Jazb) and sobriety 
(Salook). Meaning that when he used to interpret (Tafseer) the Holy Qur’an 
to some of us Fellow Brothers, he used to converse just like an accomplished 
Religious Scholar and as a learned Sufi who is completely sober. When there 
would be large gatherings of the needy and the seekers outside, His Grace 


(Tajuddin Baba RA) would say, 
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“Okay brothers, now you people go, as we go into a trance state (Majzoob).” 


He would fulfill the needs of the seekers in this state. It showed that He 
(Sarkar Tajuddin Baba RA) had complete control over both the state of 
Spiritual intoxication and the state of sober conduct. He was so committed to 
help people solve their issues and meet their needs that he frequently 
appeared in a condition of spiritual ecstasy (Jazb). However, when it came to 
educating and training his disciples (Mureedeen), he was always in a state of 
spiritual sobriety (Salook). This is the reason why many people have 
misunderstood that Baba Sahib RA was spiritually absorbed all the time 
(Majzoob). If it was so, how could he be a Founder and an Authoritative 


Head of the Silsila! 


Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) explained that the spiritual state of Baba 
Sahib (Sarkar Tajuddin Baba RA) can never be attained by anyone of a lower 
rank than that of Ghareeb Nawaz RA and the Grand Sufi Master (Barde Pir 
Sahib, Ghous Pak RA). Sarkar’s Sainthood (Wilayat) was universal, 
unmatched, exceptional and unique. Without a doubt, thousands of seekers 
benefited, in both ways, worldly as well as spiritually. Baba Sahib’s RA 
jurisdiction and supremacy of this period was by no means, less than that of 
any other renowned Saint (Auliya). Certainly, Sarkar Baba Sahib RA was the 
God Appointed Universal Sovereign (Qutb-e-Madaar-e-Aalam) of his time. 


“oe Le Be ght we gle SF Ol dle le? 


Ye - AUS Get Ue ods lle Glsy Gal CS GE Os! 
cS SUIS! D2 U sigs Bogle 5 de (GL Gall cli IS us) AS | Ub 
Sys ily Gale 55) SLES SKSe US US) Kise 55! -e5 eS 5 
La} las lle BY) 1S Gade fh otk) Gye Shall Gal 2a Usl «gd Je 
SUS 9 Spay SS USsl SIS 2 nes Gg te ky Gol S gla 
oS Slee 5 Gta ES Vlada Jad. GC gta SU! gf Gale Lb 


(bo ceil li NS os) Gale LL GS Us Atle 9 (Lb old Cus 52) SIS as 
Js) Sst Ce ches SB jp cans aS 8 05 Ut Ko ES lle Use 
S Sy ES pas eS ps (BY Gs SG pes) Gale oye jh 
Js) GS sil seal sacle JUL Cus QS lS Ui 9 Ged Cred 
eo a8 OMB Use Use oe ES Gale Ub etd 5) cet lull 
9 OHS LS Gale UL» alle Gul LS dials Gad Gib 5) 55) Gosh 
8 U8 AS oe HS Ue pyle 6 cil oll) 8) Oly 9 

-a¢ alle las Ghd ES Wile) i) Gale Lb IS os La 5s! 


Sarkar Namah: Page Number 35 


Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) used to say, 


He (Yousuf Shah Baba RA, Himself) and all his Fellow Brothers spent most of 
their time in spiritual revelry (Masti). Looking back upon my condition and 


that of others, we spent most of our time reciting or humming Maulana Jami 





(Aleyh Rehma), Naats (Poems about Prophet Muhammad eee) and Masnavi 


Shareefs love poems. During this time I became friends with Hazrat 
Maulana Najamuddin RA, a graduate from Peshawar and a prominent, well- 
educated Religious Scholar. He was also in a state of spiritual intoxication. 
Being in the blessed companionship of Baba Sahib RA, he had, very quickly, 
attained the higher stages of the Inner Path (Tarigqat). 


Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) used to say, 


The effect of Baba Sahib’s RA blessed ongoing attention on me was that the 
outward worldly preoccupation was decreasing and, in my heart, Baba 
Sahib’s RA supreme presence kept ever increasing. Now there was little or 
no need for physical closeness to Baba Sahib RA the way it used to be. Very 
few people were able to understand the true meaning of Baba Sahib’s RA 
words and signals but I was very blessed to be able to comprehend Baba 
Sahib’s RA messages and in this regard, | and Dear Mother (Amma Mariam 


Sahiba RA) gained quite a reputation. 
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When I had left the Baawri and come to kiss his feet, Baba Sahib RA took my 


hand, raised it before the crowd (and said), 


“Learn and gain knowledge from him, he is the greatest key to Tajuddin’s 


treasures.” 


A few days later, when I came to be in the service of Baba Sahib RA, he had 
two ink pots, one with black and the other with red ink. Baba Sahib RA 
picked up a piece of paper lying on the ground. He mixed the black and the 
red ink. Then he picked up a reed lying on the ground; with his hand made a 
pen-like shape and quickly drew a map of the whole of Hindustan (old name 
for current day India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, few eastern areas of Afghanistan 


and other close regions) and wrote, 


“Ya Sheikh” 
(Oh Master), 


..on the four corners of the paper and then wrote, 


“Chardh PardDha” 


(Has Overcome), 


LS ALS (rg ad GS op pes OS bsee 5S Gosh Ue Gr Ge 4s 
ath idk S aone 8 580 gl Ie 23 Gales Lb Ody Cpl gg lS 
érS Lis 58 


Shae Sale LSA a 2% at el ah See ce Le? 


« 3 
-a 
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ZS yu Sl pag 2 Fo oe ct One) LD: 8 thy) Eye 59! LIS 
eos 2 IS ps Gale 55) Gly Ld A US Ge ps oh 4 
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..inside the map of Hindustan. He handed the paper over to me and said, orS Lie 98 5 6) Lila hs 9 pb Uo pe SK MEMS BQ... 


“Take this, my dear sir, your Certificate of Deputation (Khilafat Namah)!” hal ee ee oi ) pla 3” 


The author (Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA referring to himself) has had the honor = (as AS > )Lal 4 yb cou prec cgle| BS 9) Lag yall ail) 
and privilege of seeing this Khilafat Namah. -— G5 CS ph O88 UI 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA continued narrating,) («gs ile 98 Lots we go 1S us) 


Sometimes Sarkar (Tajuddin Baba RA) would look at me with great affection — hs Cul 9) Ups Giga all (ub Onl! a JIS) tS oS 


and love and say (call me), ¢ ile 8 BY) ats — 
“Viceroy of Hind.” ee pier dy” 
Once His Grace gifted me the sandals that he was wearing and said, D9 6 gs —S Lo 8 Gi Gy Sylar Cplet ga a Os vty Su 


nS Lila bys] pile yd cle gas 


“Mister, wear them and spread them.” 


Soe 9! 349 Undl pee 


At another time, Sarkar extended his hand towards me and said, orS Lila ja yb Us ps el — Spas A ye SUI 
“Hazrat, ask him.” “kg 9 S 6 pia” 
One time, His Grace (Tajuddin Baba RA) said, orS Les 23 (UL Cpl eG) Opes Ad ye SU 
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“May the Grand Sir strengthen us, or else I will curse you in the grave.” 


3 @ oO. ie, ” 
oa (63 4 és 2s ue «oe (8) sip hs clus gb roe Grle 2 } 
oi 


(Sarkar Aala Hazrat now continued from here,) (sop —ile 8 U8 8) Gole S oly — ke a! Ss yas isle JIS) 


Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) used to explain that Baba Sahib RA, regarding Ub = Cia go yd ALedx Cyl AS pee JS LL (LL old Cau 33) Sys 
these words, meant preaching about Islam (Deen) and spreading the Silsila. elec (ylei 3) -cee al ” rbobs Selah 5) cya ai > Lal LS Cislin 
Giving the sandals meant that now (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) should 8 53) Lil a yb SS Solu — jie cal ~S po¢4 ay al ys ee 
return to the state of sobriety from the state of spiritual intoxication. (- 98 UG oS Cas 9 IS ys 
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11. Travels to Propogate and Promote Gels) 9 abs il ja 1 


Under the direction of Baba Sahib (Sarkar Tajuddin Baba RA), Sarkar au me te = aX _= (Ub Call a JS) Gale Lb 
(Yousuf Shah Baba RA) started his travels from Baba Sahib’s (Sarkar call —_ (Wu Cpl ae IS ™») Qialue Lb = (Wu old Cou 53) Sys 
Tajuddin Baba RA) ancestral home city, Madras. Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba ,§ — alk 4 (Wu el Wau 3) Spr -LS & 3 oe aA Lal jae (ya 4 


RA) used to tell us that a large number of people joined the Silsila and it was .y Gu .S 2 je Zo sl = JAla (yrs area Sl — a 8S og 
notable that a considerable number of Hindus also became devotees. -— 9 Adin (og) pds Cs sland tS 2S 25 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA said,) («nS Lia 8 5 Gb old Cau 3 IS ps) 


“They used to seat us on a raised platform, put tilak (the red dot powder on the a ca 8 Gene BS, SY r eile) Kl; S law e or osclsl - ra 
forehead) and perform Aarti ceremony (similar to how Hindus honor their 


“_ 23 3 bl ust (ome 3 F pljol Eby e\ ogy = csr) Gy) Sole 9) 


deity).” 
(Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA continues from here,) (son ale 8 Oly —» Ula Cy an cgle| JS 4) 
From Madras, Sarkar traveled to: ; : 
2h 
@ Bombay (Mumbai) 
® Kathiawar ( ) = 
Js Wells e 
® Poona (Pune) ; ; 
(is) Lge 
®@ Dhoraji 
ism! ale 
® Rajkot igs zl)je 
@ Ahmadabad su) ral e 
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® Junagadh... ee 58 Lge 


..and avery large number of people joined the Silsila. : . Z 7 . : 
aie os ~sig: DAIS Gpe lube GS U Ss] ala 552 Gp SQ! 5s! US Ga IS. 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA narrated,) (6S On 8 ole Gb old Cas gs BS )) 


Our appearance and manners were such that I had a shaved head, wore a antrR BY) 58 Lael ‘3 las a\e — oe Soin eka’ a3 ig las 
long shirt, loincloth, with bare head and bare feet. | ate very little, observed oak } (ei ALS SS Gas gi tb) Mi aa pet Agi Gigs Cull 
frequent night vigils and had a couple of hours of sleep. Most of the time, I 5 oa} .. —> Agi igs gw (0 iY igh Y igh ly Slap as 
lived on tea. Every Thursday, wherever we went, we offered Fatiha, the asa cradle § Gl pras p ols «gi ab Ge cle ld Us ¥ 
special format of which we (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA, himself) had put | § ) gain — Gale Lb 59! ki le as oelis rz yb Yald 
together and had it approved by Baba Sahib RA. The practice of Fatiha, il Z la a LS la 58 ol ) Us Use ” Was pi Se ada coy lg 
including the Bouquet of Holy Remembrances (Guldastah Shareef), became me IG 5 3! CaS Cy yl = rile oo jaa! US 
well established among the disciples. This format of the Fatiha is specific to 


our Silsila and is full of great spiritual benefits. 
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12. Bouquet of Holy Remembrances 


(Explanation: Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA had assembled the original Fatiha 
format and Guldastah Sharif that ended with Manqabat of Sarkar Tajuddin 
Baba RA before standing up for Salaam. This Guldastah was later updated by 
his Sajjadah-Nasheen Hazrat Zaheen Shah Taji RA, with guidance from Sarkar 
Aala Hazrat Albeyle Shah Yousufi RA. He added an ode in remembrance of 
Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA. Further changes were made, more recently, by 


His Eminence our Hazrat Baba Shah Mehmood Yousufi. 


Sarkar Aala Hazrat Albeyle Shah Yousufi RA included, in Sarkar Namah, the 
version of Guldastah as it was at that time. Following this sacred tradition, the 
most current version of Guldastah, as of December 2021, has been included in 


this translation.) 


First, read Bismillahir Rahmaan-ir-Raheem and Darood-e-Taaj, then begin 


reading Guldastah Shareef as follows: 


Introduction of Belief Section: 


® Bandaey Parwar Digaram, Ummate Ahmad Nabi: 





Iam a servant of my Creator and in the community of Ahmad ae 


Holy Messenger. 


os ws als 1 ¥ 
FS Bad th ag) cate S Bl ah de 5 Th ols Chay Siow scolar) 
Sb gall 6 Se de we Ew ew a LT Pl wv SUS 
Seed Cypar cyth cole Fgh ccpe ta SF eT ol lye Be, Oa 


~§ oF ovo Sly S rdeg ld bell oper lel ee 2 rel ole 
clues yje IS abel Fate Sl ge ob Sb lt Cag, ee vx! 


6 23, yl Cell yrs wl See a Cun 92 ae pl CO pam cdc! See 


(<a WSUS Lal pe ep pel Seed ale 


ra pie dar Saal yg) eli ag cae 5M yd atl ety Cy ae 
TOS & 54 La jy Ca yd Ml8 @ oh LS J 
pail ijl 


ie gil aaa) cud) a 5181547 54) © 





agile ve dar} Cra} (pra lS a5 52 ob... 
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© Dost Daare, Chaare Yaaram, Taabe Aulaade Ali: 
Iam an ally of all the Four Companions (Khulafa-e-Rashideen) and 


subservient to the children of Ali RA. 


@ Mazhabe Hanafiyeh Daaram, Millate Hazrat Khaleel: 
My religion is love (not Hanafi Fiqh) and my nation is that of Hazrat 


Khaleel (Hazrat Ibraheem AS). 


@ Khaak Paey Ghousul Aazam, Zere Saaey Har Wali: 
I am the dust at the feet of Ghous-ul-Aazam and I’m under the 


protection of every Saint. 


Panjatan Pak Section: 


© Gul Guft, Keh Man Mazhabe, Deeni Daaram: 


The Flower says that it’s religion and Deen is this... 


® Baaruey, Rasool Hamm, Nasheeni Daaram: 





As I came face to face with the Messenger a. 


@ Rangam Chu, Muhammad Hasto, Buyam Chu Ali: 





My color is that of Muhammad #2 
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and my fragrance is that of Ali RA. eee gust ge (2S ale Sas LS 3 Sa ) IS abe 


ist JY 9/ pe ays Je gis Ci 9d @ 


Us 1S Vs) GS cle BG Gee lS GL Use Gury 


4 -  w@ * “47% we ee 
Ould ces Cle ald andi Guts eo 


ale a jad Ola pax Cisne 9) Cain Cute 
DA SG ytes Ge (pe ¢ Sune yg =. 


chy of Atka yj Shy) Gige 2 USE 
O32 WS cbs pp ls 5) Une lS Bac YI Gi gé oly SIA 





aNd pelted Gidea cya AS CdS US 0 


- -@ ¢ 


wd 2? Od Ie S 2 US Je 
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@ Khulge Hasano, Khuwe Husseini Daaram: ayia peters A oe 9 Cyd ga 








My nature is that of Hasan RA and my disposition is that of Hussein RA sh 93 cei aaites (S_jaa ceiS 93 ferns ysis Cilasd os ys 

@® Muhammad Gul Hasto, Ali Buwe Gul: Js a9 ils x) caver Js Bie Vana © 
Muhammad é#t is the flower, Ali RA is the fragrance. pid S doe ile 3) son Ss¢3 eds ifs Lams 

@ Buwad Fatimah, Andaraafi Barge Gul: JS SB 5 Gl jail Aabld 353 
Bibi Fatimah RA is the inner core of the flower. Us) 3 XS mis al as J 5g ale eae 

® Chu Ittarash, Barr Aamad, Husseino Hasan: Cyd 9 fever val » ae yas me ° 


Scents that emanate are Hussein RA and Hasan RA. ‘ ] 2) os & & ¢ e. 2 
csigs dal GS Gus 5 Gye si a5: OUI phe 5a 


@ Muattar, Shud Azwei, Zameeno Zaman: cy c 9 CHA 3 a gil iw ob ‘ 
That has perfumed the entire time and space. L, . 2 
39 ya 8 Us 9 Oe) pi Ses SU 


Hazrat Ali Section 1: 4 te an oe 


ed 


® Ousaafe Ali, Bah Guftagu, Mumkin Neist: 


cial See gBiid ZF Liliayl « 
To explain the Qualities of Hazrat Ali RA, in words, is impossible. ag ; a ae ree » 
Zo U8 (See 8U 52 Oly ps SUaS Lene clive (.S (le 
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® Gunjaishe, Behre Dar Subu, Mumkin Neist: 


Like confining all the worlds oceans within a bottle is impossible. 


@ Mann Zaate Ali, Bawajibii Kaidanam: 


How can I have even an inkling of understanding of who Ali RA is? 


© Illaah Daanam, Keh Misle-Ou, Mumkin Neist: 


I only understand that another one like him is not possible. 


Hazrat Ali Section 2: 


@® Bah Behre Kono Makaan, Gohare Khushaab Ali: 


In the ocean of time and space, a freshwater pearl is Ali RA. 


@ Ba Daftare Do Jahaanh, Farde Intikhaab Ali: 
The Authority of Both the Worlds has chosen Ali RA. 


® Bah Aslo Far'a Babeeno, Tameeze Martaba Kun: 


Deduce his rank from what you know to be Reality. 


@® Abul Bashar, Buwad Aadam, Abu Turaab Ali: 


Father of humanity is Adam (AS), Father of the clay creation is Ali RA. 


Cust (Sa gin jd ja) Uptilis 
7 Utd (ies SUuLaB (8 U5 paets S$ Les Ge cally SUI 
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On cele ph SI tS ily HLS Gye jaets S UK U 5198 
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Hazrat Imam Hussein Section 1: 


@ Bas Hast, Hubbe Husseino Hassan, Baseenaey Ma: 


My heart is overflowing with Love for Hussein RA and Hasan RA. 


® Hami, Zamurrado Laalasto Dar, Khazeenaey Ma: 


These are our treasures (more valuable than) emeralds and rubies of 


the entire world to us. 


Hazrat Imam Hussein Section 2: 


@ Shah Hast Hussein, Baadshah Hast Hussein: 


King is Hussein RA, King of kings is Hussein RA. 


© Deen Hast Husseino, Deen Panaah Hast Hussein: 


Islam is Hussein RA, Islam’s Guardian is Hussein RA. 


@ Sar Daad, Wa Nadaad Dast, Dar Daste Yazeed: 
He offered his head, but not his hand, over to Yazeed. 


® Wallah Keh Binaey, Laa Ilaaha Hast Hussein: 


By God, “Laa Ilaaha” is not anything other than Hussein RA. 
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Hazrat Imam Hussein Section 3: 


@® Mere Maula, “Qulho Allaho, Ahadd” Ke Vaaste: 
My Lord, for the sake of “Qulho Allaho Ahad”. 


© “Isme Aazam”, Aur “Allah, Hus-Samad” Ke Vaaste: 


For the sake of Allah’s Greatest Name and Allah SWT the Independent. 


@ Apni Maan Ke, Baap Ke, Bhai Ke Jadd Ke Vaaste: 


For the sake of your mother, father and ancestors of your Brother. 


© Ya Hussein, Ibne Ali, Pohoncho Maddad Ke Vaaste: 


Oh Hussein RA, son of Ali RA, come for our aid and assistance. 


Hazrat Imam Hussein Section 4: 


© Imaame Deen, Sultaane Madinah, Shahon Ke Sardaar Hussein: 


Chief of Islam, King of Madinah, Leader of Monarchs is Hussein RA. 


Hazrat Ghousul Azam Section: 


® Ghousul Aazam Bamane, Bey Saro Saamaan Madade: 
Greatest of Helpers, please help as Iam without any means. 


® Qiblaey Deen Madade, Kabaey Imaan Madade: 
Help, oh the focal point of Islam, assist oh the center of faith. 
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@ Ma Gadaayem To, Sultane Do Alam Shudahi: 
Iam a beggar and you are the Sovereign of the Two Realms. 


@ Az To Daarem Tamey, Ya Shahe Jeelaan Madade: 
From you, we receive all support and assistance, Oh King of Jeelan.. 


@® Mustafa Daade Tura, Khil’atte Ghousul Aazam: 


Mustafa #4 honored you with the title of Greatest Helper. 





@ Haadiye Raahe Huda, Jaane Mureedaan Madade: 
Guide to the right path, the life source of those that have attained unity, 
assist us. 


Khwaja Ghareeb Nawaz Section: 


© Tumhari Zulf Se Hei, Silsila Ghareeb Nawaaz: 
The chain of Silsila emanates from your locks of hair, Oh Ghareeb 


Nawaz RA. 


@ Aseere Daame Muhabbat, Hun Ya Ghareeb Nawaaz: 


I’m a captive in the snare of love, Oh Ghareeb Nawaz RA. 


® Tumhi Ko Laaj Hei Meri, Keh Mein Tumhara Hun: 


My honor is yours, as I belong to you. 


@ Bura Hun Ya Keh Bhala, Khwajaey Ghareeb Nawaaz: 
Whether I am bad or good, my Master Ghareeb Nawaz RA. 
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® Moinuddeen Wali, Dastageere Mohtaajan: 


Moinuddin, the Saint, is the helping hand for the needy. 


@® Ghareeb Parwaro Mushkil, Kusha Ghareeb Nawaaz: 


Protector of the poor, reliever of hardships, Ghareeb Nawaz RA. 


Hazrat Baba Tajuddin Section 1: 


® Tajedeenh, Noore Mubeen, Azmatt Vaale Baba: 


Crown of Islam, evident divine light, Baba of grand magnificence. 


® Waaki Vaale Meri, Dunya Se Niraale Baba: 


Baba From Waaki Shareef is my One and Only, in the entire world. 


® Kashtiey Umre Fana, Behre Khata Meif Doobi: 


The transient lifeboat sank into the age of abyss and ocean of sins. 


® Baadbaafh Toot Gaey, Aap Sambhaalein Baba: 


Sails and masts have broken, you take it over, Baba. 


@® Shamme Irfaan Se Mera, Sadr Munawwar Kardo: 


Illuminate my bosom with the light of gnosis. 


© Noor Ke Saanche Mein, Allaaha Ke Dhaale Baba: 
From the mold of divine light, Allah SWT created you, Baba. 


® Jaadaey Raahe Tariqat, Mein Hun Meif Aablah Pa: 


I’ve blisters on my feet from treading the inner, spiritual path. 


® Door Manzil Hei Mujhe, Aap Sambhaleif Baba: 
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My destination is still far, do take care of me, my Baba. 


@ Apne Shaidaon Ko Ek, Jaame Muhabbat Dena: 


Serve goblets of the nectar of love to those that revere you. 


® O Naey Saagharon Ke, Baant Ne Vaale Baba: 
Oh Baba, the distributor of the new divine drinks. 


@ Arsaey Hashr Hei Aur, Mujhsa Gunaah Gaar Kalaam: 


The end time is upon us and here I am, a great sinner, busy pleading. 


@ Saayaey Daamane, Rehmatt Meif Chupa Le Baba: 


Cover and protect me under your divine grace Baba. 


Hazrat Baba Tajuddin Section 2: 
@ Shahen-Shaahe Joodo, Sakha Mere Baba: 


The Emperor of bounty and generosity is my Baba. 


@ Hein Waliyon Ke Haajat, Rawa Mere Baba: 


Attender to the needs of even the Saints is my Baba. 


®@ Nabiyo Ali Ka, Mila Bhed Tum Se: 





Secrets of Prophet été and Ali RA are revealed through you. 


@ Aiyaan Raaze Haq, Barmala Mere Baba: 
The manifest revelation of the Truth is my Baba. 


® Hein Shaaho Gada, Tere Dar Ke Bhikari: 


Kings and commoners are all beggars at your court. 
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® Hein Aalam Ke Mushkil, Kusha Mere Baba: ee ew Lis Site = alle in 
Reliever of hardships for the entire universe is my Baba. 

® Mere Taaj Vaale, Meri Laaj Rakhle: = 3) zy oe a a's ae vA ag 
Baba Tajuddin RA, you're my crown, please guard my honor. 

@ Nahi Mera Tere, Siva Mere Baba: Gu ca a Vg as Joes on 
For me, there’s none other than you, my Baba. 

® Rahe Ishq Meif, Tera Hindu Hei Momin: Ce 4 - me 1S Use Guic ol) e 
Even a Hindu that is steadfast in your love, is a Momin. 

@ Hein Momin Tere, Auliya Mere Baba: Gb a old 5! ct Ce 94 Un ® 
Momin who are with you, are like Saints, my Baba. 

® Khata Posh Hei Tera, Daaman Mubarak: S lie Gala 153 am Uris Lbd @ 
Your blessed cloak is the concealer of faults (of others). 

@ Tu Daaman Mein Hamm Ko, Chhupa Mere Baba: Gu rae lags 8 a Us als $ . 


May you keep us, wrapped within your cloak, my Baba. 


on 


: a tee 2 
@ Tere Dar Ka Adna, Gada Hei Yeh Waala: Nex IS Alls 5 2.8 


2 


Here is an insignificant beggar at your door. 


@ Isse Hei Tera, Aasira Mere Baba: bb aa | sl Jos Pam —! e 


His reassurance is only you, my Baba. 
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Hazrat Baba Tajuddin Section 3: 


® Woh Jahaan Makhzane Qura’an Bane Baithe Hein: 


Where he hails, as a treasure trove of Holy Quran... 
@® Wahaan Jibraeel Se Darbaan Bane Baithe Hein: 


There, like Jibraeel (AS), he guards the gates (of knowledge). 


@ Tajuddeen Zeb Dahe Arzo Falaq Hein Wallah: 
By God, Tajuddeen’s RA countenance exceeds the beauty of the 


heavens and the earth. 
@ Balke Konain Ki Woh Jaan Bane Baithe Hein: 
In fact, he is the life force of the Universe. 
@ Zaate Wajib Ne Kiya Shakal Mein Unke Jalwah: 
The Essence of God has manifested itself, in his form. 
@ Garche Tashbeeh Mein Insaan Bane Baithe Hein: 


Although, he appears to be like any human being. 


@ Jis Ne Daikha Hei Unheif Uss Ne Ussi Ko Dekha: 


Whoever has seen him, has witnessed The One (dual meaning, can be 


pointed towards the Witnesses Themselves or Allah SWT). 


@® Hamm Bhi Iss Deed Se Hairaan Bane Baithe Hein: 


We too are awestruck as we witness this vision. 


® Lutf Hei Shahi Ka Darbaar Mein Unke Hamm Ko: 


In His Court, we are treated like royalty. 
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Here, even his doorkeepers are honored like sovereigns. 


® Ho Fana Zaate Rasoole Arabi Meif Waalah: ale is Bie a ‘e Je cal 5 ia a . 





from Arabia, with 





He’s merged with the essence of the Messenger ee 


love (dual meaning, Waalah or Wala can refer to “Madly in Love”, 


and/or His Pen-Name) 


@ Ahmade Paak Ki Kya Shaan Bane Baithe Hein: | 
What grandeur has he acquired of Ahmad the Immaculate. #2 





Hazrat Yousuf Shah Baba Section: 


® Muhammad Shaan, Yousuf Shah Baba: 





is Yousuf Shah Baba RA. 





Grandeur of Muhammad ## 


@ Ali Ki Jaan, Yousuf Shah Baba: te did. rane iS le ‘ 
Lifeforce of Ali RA is Yousuf Shah Baba RA. 


© Meri Dunya, Mera Ugba, Mera Deen: Und |p ot Ne HS goes 


My world, my divine focal point and my Islam 


@ Mera Imaan, Yousuf Shah Baba: ine Peep ot 3 jeg) | ya 


The totality of my faith is Yousuf Shah Baba RA. 
® Hagiqat Mein, Khuda Ki, Maarifat Hai: ea ib ye S| <- uae a3 aa 
In reality, God’s divine gnosis is... 
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® Tera Irfaan, Yousuf Shah Baba: 


To be your gnostic, Yousuf Shah Baba RA. 


@ Sarapa Sharhe, Aayaate Ilaahi: 


From head to toe, an embodiment of Allah’s holy signs... 


® Khusha Quraan, Yousuf Shah Baba: 
Glad tidings of the Holy Quran is Yousuf Shah Baba RA. 


@ Pasey Pardah Hein, Tajuddeen Baba: 
Behind the scenes is Tajuddin Baba RA. 


@ Alal Eilaan, Yousuf Shah Baba: 
Openly declared is Yousuf Shah Baba RA. 


® Tere Dar Ka, Fageer Hun Baba: 


I’m but a beggar at your door Baba RA. 


@ Mujhe Bhi Bheek, Dedo Mere Aaqa: 


Give alms to me as well, my Lord. 


® Ba Har Surat, Albeyle Yousufi Hein: 


In all ways, Albeyle Yousufi is... 


® Teri Hi Jaan, Yousuf Shah Baba: 
Your own spirit, Yousuf Shah Baba RA. 
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GU ol cabs 6) G14 ye Mui 
-1 ie “4-7 - 

- == coll GU eS Ul ve 

DG sLatag Oss bias. 


GG old Wats GeV! le « 


Un ae chill G5 pe ee 


UG cl is SE 2 Gate 


Fatiha: 


(Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA adopted the Shazili method of Fatiha to be read 


after Guldastah Shareef.) 


1. Read Darood Shareef > A’udhu Billahi Minash Shaitanir Rajeem > 


Bismillahir Rahmaan-ir-Raheem > and Surah Al-Kafirun. 


2. Read Darood Shareef > A’udhu Billahi Minash Shaitanir Rajeem > 
Bismillahir Rahmaan-ir-Raheem > and Surah Al-Falaq. 


3. Read Darood Shareef > A’udhu Billahi Minash Shaitanir Rajeem > 


Bismillahir Rahmaan-ir-Raheem > and Surah An-Naas. 


4. Read Darood Shareef > A’udhu Billahi Minash Shaitanir Rajeem > 


Bismillahir Rahmaan-ir-Raheem > and Surah Al-Fatiha. 


5. Read Darood Shareef > A’udhu Billahi Minash Shaitanir Rajeem > 
Bismillahir Rahmaan-ir-Raheem > and Ayat Al-Kursi (only until 


“Bimasha’a”). 


old Ley VV? Ca yaa) oes SI Ai) ah pe SOI < aie Sl Ged Sl ail ata 


“ails 


dao Ale 6 a0, Bb se SF Gab cell 2 Wh old any, us) 


(1S le 


< psp ll oleae Gye ally S50) < Uap 5p yp 25 2 ts Sle 
20.9 ASN oy gts mat pe Sal < pan 5 Ged atl ats 


< esl Glas (yo aly a ge] < Gus Fy Cay yh ag pd A pe SUT 
ll oiain tins hs oe A 


< aaa ll Glan Cpe aly S90) < Gye Fp 8 a5 9 At ye SUI 


<li oy 9h At pe SGI < ass SII en 5 atl aby 


- 


< es ll Gant Go aly S561 < ud Fy Cay pd ag 90 A pe SUF 
rSil9 0) ps Ate SQ < ase! Gs Sl atl ety 


< ase ll GUL Cys ally S50) < Gus Fy ar 25d At ys SOLO 


Y 
- 
~ 


(53 
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(Explanation: Although, we call this whole process, “Fatiha”; this particular als = el a foe 25 os” $ Je Par el ~ see are ) 
section is actually the “Fatiha”, which is first preceded by: Darood-e-Taj > 


US na) mar a) tl < Lat culh < TB dad the ae ee ce 


Guldastah Shareef > Fatiha (this section noted above), which are all done 
Ba ee ae eS ae. 5 ate aes. (2 US 
while remaining seated. All these parts are then followed by: Salaam on pe aera ae Oe ea ee ae Se ee he 





Rasulullah #8 > Isaale Sawab > Dua, which are all read while standing, out al jolt es o> cy Dogg Se pl clea < Gls Sle! < oye » ae 
of respect.) (-mik ap 5 pet 

Then stand and recite ‘this’ before reading Salaam: nd ja A" _ i pu OS ot 2 eS ee 
® Zebe Zameeno Aasmaii, Salle Alaa Muhammadin dad Ps ia «lau 9 Ca} Guje 





The beauty of the Heavens and the Earth is God Glorified Muhammad ae. a Bele ee ae oer ee cou 318 jLaul 9 U4) 





@ Zeenate Arshe La Makan, Salle Alaa Muhammadin ve a 2 ae : Say oi sé cf je 
Pane s | 2 we. 
! Beis Aone (cle Gee Oy) S UY Lie 





The elegance of the limitless Heavens is God Glorified Muhammad ele, 





@ Ae Ba Nigahe Bey Niyaaz, Kaare Mane Gada Basaaz pea xa | & . RG je = ALS a a] 7 
ist? 8 GI GS ott gee SBI SUI ys (I) ZN Gt 2 ol (HL) 


® Sho Ba Mujeebo Mehrbai, Salle Alaa Muhammadin A Ps Ae can eee git ; 


You, with your benevolent vision, gaze upon this destitute’s state. 


Gracious Sovereign and Responder to Pleas is God Glorified s | 2 ; : ‘ 
sane (cle Gua «cg GL yp 2) 9) og Gas p> old (nu!) 





Muhammad #5. 
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Salaam: salu 
Ya Nabi Salaam Alaika. Ya Rasool Salaam Alaika. SHE adler J gery Gy Kyle adhs nai 
Oh Prophet #2, peace be upon you. Oh Messenger #£l2, peace be upon you. 98 tats 9 Gl ge Day ee gs ede py Gl i tL 
Ya Habeeb Salaam Alaika. Salawaat-Tullah Alaika. SKute shy Cal glia Sate arbi ere a ie 
Oh Beloved ##, peace be upon you. Blessings of Allah SWT be upon you. ee) ae aul = 6 51 ghee x Gl sie 


Gina ES ail 











1. Anta Shamsun, Anta Badarun. Anta Nurun, Faoga Nuri. 63H 498 5g Sl Sa Ch Gees Cal 
You are the (blazing bright) sun, you are the (beautiful) full moon. You or = cow ile LS (Sail, (C48 J.) = ‘On ee (Cis) Lisa) = 
are the divine light upon divine light. con 39 ti asl -S 
Anta Akseeriw Waghali. Anta Misbahe Suduri. ce gnc Cline Cah c_llé 9 gevens) Ca5| 
You are the ether of creation. You are the lit-up lamp in every bosom. -d Ld (pag ) Urs aoe Xi = ‘Od onl \s Gals = 

Ya Nabi Salaam Alaika. Ya Rasool Salaam Alaika. Sle adbus guy G Sule adbus ya 
Oh Prophet ela peace be upon you. Oh Messenger ees, peace be upon you. 93 coe Ds » «a) sie J gu) Lic gs Ary ee . <a) eis agit a 
Ya Habeeb Salaam Alaika. Salawaat-Tullah Alaika. Sule sh) Cal glia eee arbi ae 
Oh Beloved #&, peace be upon you. Blessings of Allah SWT be upon you. pad esl iS alt = ery ee x = sie 


ine S ail & 
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2. Haq Ne Di Mairaaj Tum Ko. Aur Bakhsha Taaj Tum Ko. 9S as eu USS 5 gh «98 as cle od st 





Truth (Allah SWT) granted ascension to you and bestowed the crown Srikal oS Ola 9 yal 6.8 Culic a pa = — cls (4) cc 
upon you. US Ube 3S Gl cls 
Do Jahaafi Ka Raaj Tum Ko. Deefi Salateefi Baaj Tum Ko. 9S ai ae ubbdlr Quid «98 a aly IS Gua 93 
The sovereignty of Both the Worlds to you. Gave victory over kings to ~5 Zia 98 Gl yy gilial yg) «Lol 4S = alls \S alle 0 
you. 
Ya Nabi Salaam Alaika. Ya Rasool Salaam Alaika. sul adbus guy G Sule adbus wa 
Oh Prophet #£l2, peace be upon you. Oh Messenger #£, peace be upon you. 98 gtathes yn Gl ge Day ec gs ede pp GI ie tL 
Ya Habeeb Salaam Alaika. Salawaat-Tullah Alaika. Sate ai) Gl glia Sete arbi ee 
Oh Beloved él, peace be upon you. Blessings of Allah SWT be upon you. 








3. Aap Sultane Madinah. Mahbate Wahiyo Sakeenah. Stall 9 (png epee nine GUlE Gil 
You are the King of Madinah. The receiver of the divine revelations and ~Un Fare 1S Ssh S G5 5! ill ale «Us Aids olbls GI 


prophecies. 


Noor Se Maamur Seenah. Mushk Se Behtar Paseenah. Silo Ce yplae ri = cl « ae alaic — 25 oe Ae is 
Whose chest is beaming with divine light. Whose sweat is more -_— Sia ) gu oy oaks 5 — 


fragrant than musk. 
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Ya Nabi Salaam Alaika. Ya Rasool Salaam Alaika. sul adbus Jig G «Sule adbus ee y 


Oh Prophet eels, peace be upon you. Oh Messenger abe, peace be upon you. 





2 gts 5 ol BE pe og es or le GL 





Ya Habeeb Salaam Alaika. Salawaat-Tullah Alaika. Sule sh) Cyl glia Sale arbi ae 
Oh Beloved ##, peace be upon you. Blessings of Allah SWT be upon you. 








4. Kaash Hasil Ho Huzuri. Dur Ho Jaaey Yeh Duri. ce 3 re Zl r 5 3 (io geam r duals als 7 


#9 GIS DB 3) 652 eale Gus 55) Go eee GS GI Upe ils 
= 
Daikhlufi Yeh Shakle Nuri. Dil Ki Ho Muraad Puri. ce cr Nag: is dd «es . re Sod U4 3 i) 


I wish that I could gaze at this face, beaming with the divine light. My veer a\ ye jd pa Jd _y 5) «Ky ghn Rd G_) gh oD sui Spr Cal 
heart would attain its uttermost desire. 


Only if your presence is attained. Away it would do with this 


separation. 





a 
Ya Nabi Salaam Alaika. Ya Rasool Salaam Alaika. Sule adbus guy LG Sule adbus gl 
ses Bells m ] ysauy " | eas 3 
Oh Prophet #2, peace be upon you. Oh Messenger £3, peace be upon you. 53 coed » Gl afi CS} gus) L 65) gel » ol aie ai 
Ya Habeeb Salaam Alaika. Salawaat-Tullah Alaika. Sate ai) Gy glia Sate adbus ere 
Oh Beloved él, peace be upon you. Blessings of Allah SWT be upon you. 
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5. Hijr Meifi Mushkil Hei Jeena. Dil Huwa Chaak Aur Seenah. pd yg) SLE | gs Ja clin os JXdee Ce jad 
It’s so hard to live with such a separation. My heart, as well as my chest i gS Jd) 5) ins ue « 3 SR Us ce) Une ha me = 


are bursting open (with longing). Lai! (<S 
Thaamiey Mera Safeenah. Ya Shafial Muz Nabeenah. Cri jal adc ryan vere ger anal 


Hold steady my ship (assist me). Oh intercessor of sinners (Muhammad (93 JSS cia Call} (Ra ae (ss) SS ce ihS (G5 x0 ao alg 








(85 Lexa Ss prs) Li) My 3S Cie lad CS 
Ya Nabi Salaam Alaika. Ya Rasool Salaam Alaika. Kile arbi a rrry u Kale arbi a u 
Oh Prophet #22, peace be upon you. Oh Messenger #£l2, peace be upon you. 98 etal 9 Gl ge Jay ee gs eds py GI ie ot 
Ya Habeeb Salaam Alaika. Salawaat-Tullah Alaika. Sate ai) Gy glia aa adbus eee 


Oh Beloved él, peace be upon you. Blessings of Allah SWT be upon you. 52 Cl glue (S ail » Gl 652 (gles = ele 





Gina ES ail by 





After this, recite Isale Sawaab. -Usd 52 Gl si Sty! aaa 2S Cpl 
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13. Sarkar’s Etiquette 


The most prominent aspect of Sarkar’s demeanor was his ever-present 
smile. With disciples, visitors and friends, he always made sure that his 
behavior did not offend anyone’s feelings. Even when he had to correct a 
disciple about any matter, he did it in a gentle, pleasant manner and brought 
it up to the individual, privately. He did not show any anger or resentment, 


cver. 


For example, when he visited Kheragarh to initiate me as a disciple, my 
father, who used to drink alcohol, joined Sarkar at lunch after consuming 
alcohol. I was very concerned and felt strongly that my father should not 
have come before Sarkar in such a state. Sarkar, however, showed great deal 
of patience and forbearance while sharing a meal with him, very cheerfully. 
Although I could smell the stench of alcohol from my father's mouth, Sarkar 
gave no indication of having noticed anything. The same thing happened at 
dinner time. It was such a bad habit of my father and I kept praying to Allah 
SWT, in my heart, that my father would just get rid of this bad habit. 


The next day, after I became a disciple, Sarkar called me and, in private, said 


to me, 


IA) ES Us us 1 


iS GBs 5 SIS gle UbLE as Gs IS LD! Ug CS IS 
riya: gills S$ Sul os Using yal Usilene «Uy say ye gg ceildiy oaid 
iS eS 3 Tee Job HS pS NWS S 25 eS) KS IS Ob UI 
ist? CK! Ure GL GS LS ave 2) AI og 4 Galil doy dls 
Js) HS ux dls -S cosh) isk Sp Sol ff td Se ZS 
IS SBS ig UH CS aad GS od dh gS) Ll LS i, 

“ai AUS Und » plbe 


CY Cay pt a 58 NaS PALS 1S ye ges Ge op gh LS lis 
BP Js) sg Crle LS pin Glob 9S ally 2 yee Ge pile sl 3 
ae 8 Ai Soot 8 a Gl io gills SS IS pus 5 LAS S 
UI yi pide 2S IS ye Gal Gye Gila Gaul S Ip Ge Gs ys 
Sales 5 gh Leb o plas IS ead 5 pate JUS 3 IS us OSI Lg pine 
ZS ls 2) Ue SOY -) Sas Un 25KS Un gle DS ts 3 
Ch al WS OSI let Ly Bigs Gales gis CS GIbd (24) Ab 
eles ES Sy US Ud ct Uapune Sul 3 oil awe S 8 
a» ail ope JD G3 8 Us 55! Cle os SY CS ally lt Ge Gt 

~ ile Gye a Gtle QS Gili, US les 


Use oll gee 3 IS ps (ups de ES i gt ys 2 te Cd ee 8 
AS Ylagd 93) WE oily 2 
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“Masoom Ali Khan is a man with a good heart. We like him very much and his 
spiritual relationship (Nisbat) is also very strong. We know that he has 
pledged allegiance to Haji Waris Ali Shah Sahib RA. The biggest thing is that 
you have become our disciple and he is your father. So in view of your earnest 
wish, we give you the good news that he will not be able to consume alcohol 


from tomorrow onwards. A person only recovers after he stumbles.” 


I didn't say anything to Sarkar but I was scared. I didn't know what kind of 


stumbling experience my father may face. 


The Miracle of God was that, after Sarkar’s (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) decree, 
whenever (my) father drank alcohol, he vomited. For two days, he kept 
changing the brands and consulted his doctor but nothing worked. The 
situation was such that if he even drank water from the same glass in which 
he had tried to drink alcohol, he would vomit. Despite his best efforts, he 


could not drink even a drop of alcohol. 


For four or five days he (my father) was very anxious and worried. By the 
Grace of God, not even a drop of alcohol could go down his throat with any 


mixture. Finally, he got tired and bowed down at Sarkar’s feet and said, 


3) 58 39) Ue ed eye Utes ue gh DB al 2 UE le pp” 
de fe Lily gle 09 S x pale tee ae ut Sh gg CH S 
wy ee FS en Bb SK a ee 5 9) -U Coe a Cole 
ha cs oy Stale > eer Gale gh te ally ele oy al 92 Soe 
shih Ge -E Ser og Usp CL ng a SS uy LEY syed Und 


“ae ble gs Seb ia GN Syd F 


AS US 8 Ure Ja 2) Use US Ud eS gi ps IS 25 Ue 
wile 5p nds 1s OS 53 GS aud US Und a gles 


ZS Obs i Ul ES (LG old Cas gs) SIS ar AS Gad GS 1a ign Gl 
9 tle 5p AN SG 5 pin GIS Ge Ge ly (2 os) 
GS OS LS Ge 8 SI Cle Ge BF 3 Us dl S555) (") 
lot oe WIS Ue S i dle Sy ee ol hs A BOIS St 
syst ti tle 9 All § 3 Ain Ge At ue ol Sc Bo 


_ Sat Vd cogs oped SUIS Gil pi og -S GL S 


OS - si Ub 59) Gobees Gp (aly 2 oe) SS Ga BL L Ole 
gle 2S Ghee cee eS oes oped SUIS GIS AS Js Lg U8 IS [ad 
S um used 2S Whe OS) Sa pa ls tae GB Ce 

SUS 55) -S 
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“This is a very old habit of mine, Your Grace. It would be a great favor from Sf Oe os \, SS Soe oS lp ae a aS oes ys me 


Sarkar, if I could at least use it as medicine. It will keep me healthy. Otherwise, gc, o —_— ; . 
a3 S 5 xe Ue Aus os WNbn HH? Spe 3 oh FS Sera 


I will get sick and I am afraid that it will affect my job.” ic . 
“6. sl ape ie an 
2) Fst 2S ag 


Sarkar began to inquire as to what had happened. My father said, M5 si aa Ls | gs al PGES & 9 Liga 9: JS on a ZA = LS pus 
nS YO 

“Your Grace, I can no longer digest alcohol and I vomit.” Oe. hee + al - Gl OY oe aa) cy geae” 
Sarkar laughed and said, crS US 55) eb Gy IS pus 


“You should take advantage of this opportunity. Why don't you decide for S as \ co eo: les Pry ST - cole big sous. 3 50 cl of ar 
yourself that you will no longer drink alcohol? To this day, we have not heard - = Se «2 Z ; . ~ 
5 Sl og S eT Sa oe yh PLS yp Sere Sl TI 


that anyone's health deteriorated due to not drinking alcohol.” a. F 
Father then promised, nS US ore 9 i alls 
“If this is Your Grace’s desire, then Insha’Allah, I will not drink alcohol oer UY? 1b OI ai Last on oa sL4)| st 5 pam sv 
anymore.” 


I know that once or twice, after Sarkar left, my father, on the advice of his gu 35_ys Bol Sal ars — ab —> = Spas AS = a gle. ——_ 


friends, wanted to taste some enticing English and French wines. However, (gj: SUI (.§ aad Bree Mia ps 2 pe DS Us Dil 23 as 
whenever he drank, the same old condition returned. So, my father gave up il y& (2g) iS (ce Ge (Sul -Gaile LS Sheetal Gal pb nual 8 ol 
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drinking alcohol, altogether. 


Subhan’Allah! (Allah SWT is Perfect), what a method of reform he (Sarkar 
Yousuf Shah Baba RA) adopted. Father stopped drinking alcohol for the rest 
of his life. I will not call it just a coincidence because a friend of Nawab 
Bahadur Abdul Sami Khan, Honorary Captain Abdul Razzaq, with whom | 
had shared this incident that had happened with my father (had a similar 
experience). He himself was a regular drinker of alcohol and made a big 


mockery of me. He said, 


“Brother, help us get rid of this habit so that we may believe you.” 


I told him, 


‘If you become a disciple, you will also get rid of this habit.” 


He agreed that it was a good thing and he became a disciple the next day. 
After that, he had the same condition and after suffering for four to five days, 


he also lost his habit of drinking alcohol. 


This story became so popular that the (many) gentlemen of the Rajput 
Community, who had a habit of drinking alcohol, became Sarkar’s disciples, 
just to get rid of this bad habit. Surprisingly, each of these four or five people 


was forced to give up alcohol in the same way as my father did. 


oS Goge we Sele Qo 5b ol 5) AI Gs) aS Gi ts te 


(3 Ub ob Cau gs 1S pus) (Ls Sly ps Geld abet iil) Lai) Glau 
st Odd GIS pac ald Gey 3 ally Ua SU! Ak US IS Oke 
Dabs Gls SG x8 S UxS urd dee GA SGI Gee SS Ul Un 
Zu oe lj ue GAS Go UIl Gaga SUI ES Gb Qualls 
2 SANDS ce ik 9 55! ta LS US3 S mails Ul 2S alls 2! 

ASUS yl LSI GI 132 Lye 63 Ugdl - 5 has 


Sa sle wef 92 lye Ble Ble” 


ee 


(<4 


Ste cine wp EA atle nih 


J) B® 53 ye OS 2 peng og nate Ce SU eal SUS 23 Usd 
ISS CS Ha d oF 25) sts Cues Go coe JSG ge SUI ae DS onl 
woh Gye lod ce SIS tel 


al (AS) ee ka ke 
ee ee Kept eotcaete wea 
ee yb tS ee La Cay ss SS Ux 

Teoh ie TE ae te Cluala 
=g Se ON eer 28 a he pile Bo 
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Another notable quality of Sarkar’s etiquette was that Sarkar never said 
anything about a person's flawed or undesirable acts. On the contrary, he 
used to refer to every person with very good words, especially in their 
absence. It was resolved that no one should speak ill of anyone in Sarkar’s 
presence. If such a conversation ever started, Sarkar would change the 
subject in a very subtle way. This was often his practice. He never uttered an 
unpleasant word about his contemporaries, other Sufi Masters or the elder 
Sufis. If a close friend or a companion ever dared to do so, he always 


expressed his displeasure. Sometimes he used to say that, 


“No one should talk ill to us regarding our disciples or spouse.” 


At times, when he had to deal with a challenging scenario in which someone 
would question him about a worldly Sufi Master, who had grown quite 
prominent, expecting that Sarkar may utter a few words against such a 
person. Sarkar, however, used to handle such delicate situations in a very 
graceful manner. For example, Hazrat Khwaja Hassan Nizami, whom the 
public considered to be a worldly person. One day, an associate of Sarkar 
asked His Grace as to what his opinion was about Hazrat Hassan Nizami 
Sahib. Sarkar just smiled and said that he was one of the great Masters (Pir) 


of the world. 


eS eS NWS SL gy IS DEI AS WSs Ces ULL 
me S ul ge pei ile Ud SUB ou! AS Ghee -S Yaad 
CS oil Lea ged SUIS Gadd pp Shs Seis 5 Ga eS by Giga 
52 eee ISL Ul 55! -d 5) Ups blll gal Gls cue G gt 
Ss) HS Ue Sasa se S IS Gadd |e 5 AS AS ed alba 
DS ys sh Al da SUS CS aad sl SI GES 55! -2 8 A 
Agi jolt ogee fh -—e in Ju Qo Gas Css Sail Guals Gals 
tS ue 2b AS Ohalie jy j5l Glee jer Ai) ow Cine gues 
a ot ay cle a EHS SI os Lyle 98 ALS) AalS Ly GL (3S a5 
gee 2 eye es Aled bal 1S (Sono Adres Ge GS Gyles (ul 

oS 4 AUS bh le) Ce 


‘aS es Gly Se re) Se yg) eye ele oS os 


cigs 9 BL Sal Ube Ue Ula) da je Us Leal GS Gis a8 
allS GS oy slau AS 8) Ge Gee OS Usage ale S 4 
ZS Aas 5) 5S WSs BLS 5) Ces op sedis pul of gt cigs Gt 
Saya ty ail bal Sy 8 ASU (gd AUS ON ee ES 7k cok A 
Jt) Sy per sd OH cet ae Gllie O) IS OS Sol ups ca 
LS Use 2 ob ES Gal Gee nal dG pee Oli -—ei ile 5B uv 
a eS -S WSs si -un oy 2S aud Slo Lh 2 og AS Ged Gla 
cella Guan os poe AS LS ip ps SG pee jg) KI 23 Ont 
Js) le 8 aaa 3 IS ps 8 ly US GS Ol ux aol ES Gale 

UR Us Use oe AS Ld og -S Ll 
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Sarkar’s demeanor was very sweet and humorous. He used to express the 
most difficult spiritual concepts in simple words in such a way that only he 
could. Oneness of Creation (Wahdat al-Wujood) was so ingrained in Sarkar’s 
being that he used to describe the common discourse, everyday situations 
and events in such a unique way that the monotheistic aspect was always 
highlighted. For example, the fact that (the hometown of) my in-laws' name 
was Sandhan is quite interesting. On the occasion of my marriage, he would, 


deliberately, ask everyone, 


What’s the meaning of Sandhan? 


Everyone would be silent as no one knew the meaning of Sandhan. Then he, 
himself, would say that the word Sandhan may have been derived from 
Sandhana. That is to say that to unite two things in such a way that they 
become one, is called Sandhana. Sandhana also means the one who unites 


the two. (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA then said,) 


“Oh Wow, our Asghar has gained Oneness (Tawheedi) in-laws.” 


Once, Rahat and I agreed that prostration (Sajdah) was permissible only to 


manifestation of the Truth and is forbidden to anything else other than that. 


So then, what is the reason that we cannot prostrate to our known 


Ue GL) hale ate Gi gale Ay 59) Gill Aldi Ue elie 
Ae Ale yt ole Une Sail Gptuila ul ga Gila Aildjle Cy yi Site 
Lasgh aga sll Gaas Une cl je SNS ps 1d ates IS 2 IS ps o'g Ur AS 
eSsil gaS § Gils 5) cals ale « S48 ple SY Ka cp 
Se Ui ly Slal tie slo Gas si AS pei pile oly oe pak 
ZS) Jl coe SB id IK 2 Ges willy 2 op ask 2S 
Che pos al yp og te cS sal syne le Guaatle Ali 1S (ppd oil 

WS -6 ah ft Jes a Ses 


is 8 Getlogs e 


MLE A AS Atle Go a8 Seg tl sip Gee aS (py) GA Ge 
Sal nS Ws tl 9S Os ee 8 cg es SG os Lets al Ga ts 
SS 59 AS Ng: Gilles oe ee IS Gaal i Waatle Gp DAS Sul lle 5: 

(«nS Le yd yep AF GL old heey) IS ps) Vy 3 8 SI 


cc 


2 Se Stes ge See oF pel a le gi loly Sle” 


eda oa SUS pb oe cal 23 Sal ol 23 UK A 
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manifestation of the Truth, which is our Sufi Master, in the same way as we 
kiss his hands (Dast Bosi) and kiss his feet (Qadam Bosi)? Then we 
wondered that in order to prostrate, was it necessary to wait until we 
reached the feet (be close enough) and to prostrate by placing the head on 
his feet? In fact, no matter where we were, we could do a prostration 
anytime we saw our Sufi Master. In this way, we would honor both, the 
Truth and its manifestation. At first, we considered this very carefully and 
then decided that it was very appropriate and necessary in all respects. 
Therefore, whether it was a house, a forest, a road or a group of people, 
wherever the two of us could see His Grace from a distance, we would both 
prostrate in the same direction. For many days, Sarkar watched this 
spectacle in silence. Until one day, at the Talib Nagar Station where Sarkar 
had arrived by train from Aligarh; as soon as the coach in which Sarkar was 


seated had stopped at the platform, both Rahat and I did the prostration. 


On the seat, facing Sarkar, was a Maulana (Orthodox Clergy) who was a 
travel companion of his. When he witnessed this scene, he declared us both 
accursed (Maloon) and unbelievers (Mushrik). Sarkar, on the other hand, 
remained silent with only a slight smile. He did not say anything to Maulana 
nor did he warn the two of us. Later, he publicized this incident, among all 


the Fellow Brothers, in a nice and humorous way. 
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Seeing us, 2 to 4 (some) other Fellow Brothers also adopted the same 
practice and gradually, kissing the feet (Qadam Bosi) took the form of 
kissing the ground (Zameen Bosi). Even in this situation, Sarkar kept silent, 
watching and smiling. After many days, one day in Chandaniya Kothi, after 
the Asr prayers, Sarkar got up from his seat. Leaving his things (a small box 
container and a pouch) there, started walking for a stroll in a nearby garden. 
I followed him behind with his things. He turned his blessed face towards 
me, wanting to eat betel leaf (Paan). He took the box and the pouch from my 


hand and then said to me, in a very soft and sweet tone, 


“Please ask Rahat. Aren’t the number of prostrations (Sajdah) during the 


prayers (Namaz) enough?” 


I heeded this eloquent gesture of Sarkar and replied, “Yes, Sarkar.” When we 
returned to the residence, Rahat had arrived there already. Taking the 
opportunity, I beckoned Rahat and when we were alone, | informed him 
about Sarkar’s query. We both understood, easily, Sarkar’s point that the 
prostrations that take place during prayers are, in fact, before the Truth. So, 
we decided that from then on ground kissing (Zameen Bosi) will be 


abandoned, other than during prayers. 
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Yeh Jo Surat Hei Meri, Surate Jaanan Hei Yehi 
Yehi Naqshah Hei, Rang Hei, Saaman Hei Yehi 


ip ee be Gye Sy a Oye 

at ae Sle ce Sy oe ee 48 sg 
ple x oi $b lp S Gone al 
ist ae Ub pt be ye es 


Apni Hasti Ke Siva Gheir Ko Sajdah Hei Haraam 
Mazhabe Peere Mughaan, Mashrabe Rindaan Hei Yehi 


(This face of mine is the face of my beloved.) 
(It’s of the same shape, same color, made of the same elements.) 
(Prostration is forbidden except to one's essential being.) 


(This is the religion of wine-sellers and the inebriated.) 
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14. Concealment (of Divine Secrets) 


In connection with concealment (Ikhfaa), Sarkar went through two periods: 


First Incident 


The first incident was during the earlier days when he was in a state of 
spiritual absorption (Jazb) that lasted for an extended period of time. During 
that period innumerable experiences of revelations (Kashf) and miracles 
(Karamat) came to light. If these were to be recorded, a separate big book 
would be required. I will confine myself to a few instances that I witnessed 
myself and not the ones that have been reported to me, by others. These 
incidents are not impacted by any coincidences or mere accidents. Sarkar’s 
most obvious and clear miracle is the incident of my becoming his disciple 


which I will write about in some details (below). 


The situation was that many of my acquaintances and relatives, including 
my own family had become Sarkar’s disciples. Although I was the most 
religious; regular in fasting and offering prayers among my age group, | 
believed, in my heart, that the Saints (Auliya Allah) were undeniably real. I 
also felt strongly that they lived in the past. Nowadays, they are like people 
selling oats disguised as wheat. They ensnare people with their cunning and 
deceit in order to make them a means of earning a livelihood. This is exactly 


the belief I had about His Grace (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA). As a result, 


laa) 1 F 
128 598 (1) 59 5g IS Ups hale S lia! 
(#8) 9) 3.94 Due 


Ul eG) ht Goel CHES GS Ode Cx Uw I Se) tlt SUI 
ail og ple lake MMLAAIL Gibally sland YS GuLal Sy GES Gye) 95 
asdj coal SG! 2d ES Gel gh cele LY Ge st Und OS) os! 
Us S eld) pp (gp Gila pou) din Ca pee Que GI Sigs IS pa GS 
Une pile) ES Cine 2S IS ps ig pee 2h Sh Lg) Sees ge SC 
otek Gal Usd JAS Uae 8 IS ale by BI Ux Ge 55! - I ty 
Ze gS Cl S certs ps) oie cleS GS 1S oct) 2s as Ue 
ald ayy dual I (pas) uw S oe -2 aly © pi» 

153 5S 


393 53) Ee Ue Us M85 55! Se eo S GS UH JE SD po 
Ue ysl -2e) SS 5) ye 2S Boe ps OS chy yall J 
IS Sled o 55) ya) que onl) pe Gs os Ue Ue a ul SOY 
nS G5 WS Ugees  One  b ol Ge be OU! led leas ah 
paala 59-24) AUS It Ure oh ple & cop Ga fi atl el 
3) GIS ot! S US 5) oH 8 0) Lbs rt so Lei pr a pe Ue 
Zils nya IS 2-8 fay Cis 55!) 6555 Gh! ES OS Ms Us oy! 
2 ES (ab ol Car gs 1S us) Cpe es Oa Ge JSUL 5! su 


Sarkar Namah: Page Number 70 


sometimes, there was a lot of bitterness between my acquaintances who had 


become His Grace's disciples and myself. 


When I reached Chattari, at my uncle's house, from Aligarh University, on a 
Sunday, I saw a Gentleman wearing a long shirt, grey beard, shaved head 
and red eyes. Around him, 15 to 20 men were standing with their hands 
folded and their heads bowed, in respect. I understood that he must be The 
Honorable Sir (Mian Sahib) of whom most of my acquaintances had, either 
become disciples formally or were among his great admirers. This group 
included my uncles and cousins as well as my other close relatives in 
Chattari. As I have already said that I had no heartfelt affection for His Grace. 
I went inside the mansion after greeting my uncle in a matter-of-fact, casual 


manner. 


There, I saw a big commotion in the kitchen. Preparations (were underway) 
for a special feast. I said to my aunt that these Sufi Masters come only to eat 
good food. My aunt scolded me severely and said that he was a very holy 
person at a high spiritual station. I heard my aunt (Mumani) but I was not 
listening at all. I stayed in the mansion for a while and then came out; 
thinking that all my friends have become disciples. They are all gathered 
around the Sufi Master. To whom will I visit and where will I spend my time? 


In my heart, I felt that I had made a mistake in coming to Chattari, on leave. 
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When I passed in front of His Grace, he said to me, Cy ypan gf 1,58 oe ils DS Opes | WG cel > Ue Gin 


ae ae 
“Come over here, sir.” ee Fy we 
I went to him and said in a harsh tone, nS US uw ere ee Cuts » 9! LS ils Us 
“Yes, what is it?” “_aslep = 
His Grace asked, AS ag 3 O pen 
“What is your name?” «se Ki ” o's te 
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Since the Sufi Master was staying outside and I wanted to avoid his 
company, | slept inside the mansion at night. When I woke up in the morning 
for Fajr prayers as usual, I heard an amazing recitation of Surah Muzammil 


Shareef. I was curious as to who was reciting the Qur'an with such a 





beautiful, melodious voice. Then the poems of Masnavi of Maulana Rum RA 
reached my ears, again in a very charming voice. I was familiar with the 
Masnavi Shareef because my paternal uncle was also very fond of reciting it. 
I thought that possibly it was the Sufi Master who was reciting the Holy 


Quran and the verses of Masnavi Shareef. 


For the first time, I realized that he (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) seemed to 
be quite literate and older in age than me. Therefore, to adopt a rude 
attitude towards him would be against good manners and proper etiquette. 
Thus a soft corner for His Grace began to form in my heart. When I went out, 
I saw His Grace standing under the tree and staring at the sky. Around him, 
the same group of 10 to 20 men who were with him almost all the time, 
stood in a circle, in a respectful manner. I said with a bit more politeness 
than before, “Assalaam-o-Alaikum.” His Grace did not respond to my greeting 


but he looked at me and said, 


“Would you like to go for a walk in the garden, Sir?” 
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I said, “let's go.” Then His Grace said “come” and | started walking behind 


him. 


I was amazed that, without His Grace saying anything, no 3™ person came 
with us. We reached Nawab Sahib of Chhatari's garden mansion nearby. 
There, His Grace lay down on a swing-type bed and motioned me to sit on 
the strap. I sat down. His Grace closed his eyes and lay there, in silence, for a 
long time. It was a sunny hot spot, some time passed and His Grace was still 


lying in silence. I said, 


“Your Grace, it is quite hot here, let’s go over to the shade.” 


His Grace opened his eyes and said, “yes, it is hot”, then closed his eyes and 


became silent again. I said to myself, “What a strange man? He is lying in the 


heat and has kept me seated here as well.” | then repeated, 


“Your Grace please get up from here and let us walk over to the shade.” 


Sarkar opened his eyes again and said “yes, the sun is quite intense” and 


closed his eyes again. Now I felt annoyed and said, 
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‘If you want to get up, then get up. Otherwise, I will go and sit in the shade 


somewhere.” 


Sarkar opened his eyes and angrily said, 


“be quiet...(expletives)...otherwise we'll break...(expletives)...with a prong.” 


Since I had never heard this type of language and profanity in my entire life, 
I was very mad and resentful. However, before I could answer, Sarkar, with a 


hearty laugh, got up and left for home, saying, 


“Let us go.” 


His laughter cooled my anger somewhat but not enough and I swore, silently 
to myself, to give him an answer, later. Right then, I don't know from where, 


he plucked a rose flower and placed it in my hand and said, 


“Have this Sir, what a beautiful flower.” 


Since I was angry, I plucked it petal by petal and trampled the petals under 
my shoes. His Grace's disciples had gathered at the entrance of the garden 
and were waiting for him. As soon as we both arrived, the whole gathering 


stared at me with strange looks but everyone remained silent and so did I. 
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These people returned to wherever they were staying. I angrily went 
straight to Nawab Sahib Chattari’s minaret mansion to meet Rahat Saeed 
Chhatari. He was not yet a disciple so that I could vent my frustrations. 
Arriving there, I learned that Rahat had gone to Aligarh. I did not want to 
share my feelings with any other person. I decided that I would not stay in 
Chattari for a minute longer. I would go to Aligarh by the first train, lest 
there be any inadvertent insult to the dignity of His Grace (from my words 


or deeds). 


I collected my clothes and wrapped them in a towel. Rasheed (my maternal 
uncle’s son) kept probing and asking me as to what I was angry about. He 


snatched the clothes from my hand and said, 


“I will not let you go today, you can go tomorrow.” 


We were talking about it when suddenly Dr. Abdul Razzaq came, almost 


breathless and trembling. He said, 


“Come with me, Honorable Sir (Mian Sahib) is calling you. He is waiting for 


you to eat and is saying that we will not eat until our Sir (Sahib) comes.” 


I flatly refused and said, 


ux 3) “8 le 2 lS old Gul Bol 2 lL G8 Ge Ue os! (ee 
a bed Lt Gad ae SG cel ga eg liga tes Gal as Ue at 
5g Js 4b CS GAS lls eH SB citing nl ls Lils Lil 
Sal) AS |g: esles OS Gig Uby -Usse SIS Uil5e GS Ja 24) ASE 
3) slila LYS 583 Kal ps Gadd yl oS -2 I LS 2 8 le 
SIS he WS Us ye A Ge SU! Use Golige Ue GI AS LI US Jed 
Jat ly Leldll 2 pre) Gye GLE SS ren lay IS Uile We 28 Ue ps 

ils 3 ALS AS (+ 


au) OSG) Meas og « gt 2 BS Diy Dl ow Alsi Sb 2 Ux 
ly nS eae nS lei Lily Liga 9) 8 aS a8 (tle NG Use & 3) 
SUS 55) ul Cnge gb 2 se 2 DS 23 Ul -L met 


«c 4, Z ‘a ‘ >) 
ble K My a les Ur? 


itl Ash Balle SI AS 28 1) cot IS Ul 9 Ue 9 ot! 
orS US Ol D3 - Al 


oy le vol we a) Slax) ee oy a -u ay YE Glee Ut «gle” 
“SF AWS np WS we F dlel yp Cole w ke See Sop 


nS US 5 9) La OS SG) Cale — 3 Us 


Sarkar Namah: Page Number 76 


“ . 2 . . 2 . . . . a cole : ie ¥s es . , ra #)) 
Who is your Sufi Master to invite me? The invitation is to my cousin's house oe sly Lb rer Sa Foy ae 4S ls Bd 36) sow yp pm 
and she has not invited me.” 
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“Tam going to my cousin sister's house without being invited. It is very 


inappropriate etiquette.” 


(Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA’s) maternal uncle explained, 


“Wherever Honorable Sir (Mian Sahib) is invited, it is Honorable Sir (Mian 


Sahib) who invites others and not the people of the house.” 


When I reached my cousin sister's house, I saw that the meal was served but 
no one was eating. His Grace was very happy to see me and asked me to sit 
down next to him. He passed the dish of meat towards me and started eating 
from it. He said to me, “Eat, Sir.” | ate two to four (a few) bites in anger. Then 
got up on the pretext that I had a stomach ache and that I could not eat 


anymore. His Grace (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) said, “We too, have pain.’ 


Anyway, I came out of my cousin's house. 


Despite Rasheed’s disapproval, I asked the family for permission to return to 


Aligarh, by bus, that evening. When I was leaving, His Grace called out, 


“Sir, are you leaving?” 
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I was annoyed and replied, “yes.” His Grace asked another question, 


“When will we meet again?” 


I said, “I had no intention of coming to Chattari, in the near future.” 


Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) said, 


“Okay Sir, go, Insha'Allah, we will meet soon.” 


So I returned to Aligarh. The little room I had in my heart for His Grace had 
not only disappeared but had turned into hatred because, according to my 
belief, no one who uses such language, can be a Saint (Wali). So to avoid the 
Sufi Master, next Sunday I went to Tappal instead of Chhatari. When | 
reached there, I saw that His Grace, the Sufi Master, was staying at our 
house. I was surprised. In any case, I reminded myself that despite my 
feelings for him, hospitality should be paramount. So, in spite of my earlier 
behavior, I practiced proper hospitality etiquette as best as I could. 
Regardless of my lack of interest, His Grace treated me with great kindness 
and love. I looked forward to the occasions when he would recite the Holy 
Qur'an. I would secretly listen to his recitations, which I found very 
appealing. Slowly, the earlier state of hatred began to fade. Sarkar’s loving 


attitude was quite heartwarming. After staying for a few days, His Grace 
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said, 


“Enough Brother, now we have to go to Ajmer Shareef. Tomorrow morning we 
will leave here for Aligarh. Let the bus driver know and ask him to arrange 


suitable seats for us and, from there, we will leave for Ajmer Shareef.” 


The disciples from Tappal asked Sarkar, politely, to postpone the departure. 
Then they told me that he will surely accept your request. So, I asked Sarkar 


to stay for another day or two. He said, 


“No Sir (Sahib), we do not change our programs. We will meet soon, 


Insha'Allah.” 


The next morning Sarkar left for Aligarh, by bus. Unlike Sarkar’s disciples, I 
did not go to the (bus) stop thinking that I was not his disciple and should 
not go to the bus stop to see him off. I said goodbye (to him) at the house. 
When Sarkar’s disciples had seen him off and came back home, | found all of 
them in tears. I realized that the disciples really had a special kind of love for 


their Sufi Master. 


Now, I don't know exactly why this happened but the fact is that I, myself, 
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was deeply affected by His Grace’s departure and absence. | hid my tears, 
trying to conceal my face from the people. I started to think that I was very 
unlucky to have missed a great opportunity. I should have become initiated 
by His Grace. If nothing else, I would have received a lot of virtuous and 
pious blessings from His Grace. As the day wore on, my anxiety increased. It 
was difficult for me to spend that day and even sleeping at night seemed like 
a chore. It (this feeling of drudgery) got to such a point that I decided to tell 


my family, then go to Ajmer Shareef and become his disciple. 


So, in the morning I took the travel fare from my mother and left for Aligarh. 
Instead of going to the University, I went straight to the Railway Station. | 
bought a ticket to Ajmer Shareef and got on the train leaving for Delhi, 
thinking that I will go to Ajmer Shareef by this route. When the train was 
about to leave, I realized that becoming a disciple was an important matter 
and that I shouldn't do it without my father's permission. I was sure that 
since he himself had praised His Grace (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) so 
much, it would be very easy for me to get his permission. Out of respect, 


however, I still considered it necessary to bring it to my father's attention. 


Back in those days, a ticket could be returned at the cost of just one ana 
(1/16th of a Rupee). I stepped off the train, immediately, and returned the 
ticket, with the deduction of a small fee. At the same time, I bought a ticket to 
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Agra and reached Agra by the Bareli Line. I arrived at Kheragarh that same 
evening at the bus stop, where my father was the sub-inspector in charge. 
From the stop, his office and the armchair, in which my father used to often 
sit, were clearly visible. I felt that instead of my father, His Grace was sitting 
on that chair. I thought that I was imagining this because my heart and mind 
were so preoccupied, at the time, with His Grace. Otherwise, why would he 
be here? His Grace had told me that he was going to Ajmer Shareef, after all. 


What purpose could he have to visit Kheragarh? 


As I got closer, it became obvious that it was indeed His Grace sitting there. I 
was surprised as well as delighted that my purpose of going to Ajmer 
Shareef was being fulfilled by Allah SWT, here. At the same time, I also 
wondered if his presence might be a result of his miraculous powers (to 
know the hidden). Maybe it was due to that, which diverted the idea of 
Ajmer Shareef out of my heart and made it my goal to visit Kheragarh. 
Anyway, for the first time, I had a strong heartfelt desire to kiss His Grace's 
feet. When I did it, the very meaningful words that Sarkar uttered were 


these: 


“Oh wanderer, why are you wandering here and there? 


We are sitting right here for you.” 


I did not consider it appropriate to mention my intention (of Initiation) to 
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His Grace, at that time. 


The other strange thing was that I didn't even ask my father for permission 
to undertake the Initiation (Bai’ath) nor did I even bring it up. My father, 


himself, said to me at lunch, where Sarkar was also present, 


“Asghar, Initiation is very important. I have been initiated by Haji Waris Ali 
Shah Sahib RA. If you want to be initiated, you will not find any Sufi Master 


better than His Grace.” 


Before I could answer, His Grace, himself, said, 


“Masoom Ali Kha?n is absolutely correct. Today is Thursday and the 26" of the 


lunar month. We will make Asghar a disciple today.” 


I thought, in my heart, that all these things are from Allah SWT. I laughed 


and then became quiet. After dinner, my father told me, 


“His Grace will probably initiate you between Asr and Maghrib prayers. I will 
arrange for sweets, flowers and drinks. You keep these Rs. 50 with you. When 
His Grace initiates you, offer these Rs. 50 to His Grace, as a gift of homage 
(Nazr).” He directed me to take a bath. “When you are called for the Initiation, 


do the wudu and recite whatever His Grace tells you to. Then, he will give you 


oe Gale lls 3 ox Ye pe Sse ge Ob De 5 pe Ge 
OS 1g LS S34 5) (od Be Ud G jlal CS pig Gen hl Ge 
ist IS Une Uae tte 2S US DS oi 3985) 23 Gabe al; 
BUS ny os ge (gi Oy 

Cay ae Cole ld fe Orly ale gi me -e Gy9 pe by Cay « peo” 


S| 


“6 be ns oy Log? GS typ a Ope gS pak bye Can SI wy 


OS he 8 Ap 3 Opes 93 99 Gl se Ue AS ES Usl Shin 


a GNF S the yg) ee ot Ol at cl Kad ISL Ge de pyaee” 
“Sd Saye F pel ol 


Ua 3) op ps Aa GS atl Oth Gus A AS be gs Ue Ja Dl Us 
US pw gare 3 ally Gye AK Gj pail wa ES AUS LS 9 Ge US 


cya «Sle oe SWS Cae ok Spee aly Lope yy) paw We 

Spar ce - 3) S) vb ol 29) 0° nf -OH las § elasl ona 

la da peas 55) “las Fb Soper on) O a ph Fay oye 
42 5 9) Ule 25h 35 GO AS a Fas ce” sl IIE A 


Sarkar Namah: Page Number 83 


his leftover drink. Drink that and kiss his hand (Dast Bosi). Then you will 
become a disciple.” | said, “Very good, father.” 


My father went to bed after explaining all this and I kept pondering about 
what he had described to me. I don't know how long I kept thinking about 
the changes in my life to come. While still in this state, I suddenly heard 


Sarkar’s voice. 


I went immediately to attend to him. Sarkar said, 


“The mango season is over but Masoom Ali Khan has brought some Fajri 


mangoes (a type of mango) for us. Cut those mangos and feed them to us.” 


I went inside but I didn't know anything about the mangoes. I asked the 
cook, Ashraf, who brought the mangoes to me. | put the knife and the 
mangoes in a tray and returned to serve them to His Grace. I cut the mango 
and offered a slice to His Grace. While I was serving the mango, Sarkar took 
out leftover paan from his blessed mouth and put it in the tray. He ate half a 
slice of mango and also placed it in the tray (as well). While looking at me, he 


said, 


“You eat this mango.” 
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I moved away from His Grace and stood in a place where no one was around 
and started wondering that the leftover paan was something to be thrown 
away. Why did he put it in the tray? I wondered if when His Grace said the 


phrase, 


“You eat this mango,” 


would it not mean that I should eat the leftover paan? In that way, maybe I 
will become a more devoted disciple. This thought caught such a forceful 
momentum that I ate the leftover paan reciting Bismillah (In Allah’s Name). 
After eating, I assumed that I had (already) become a disciple. When I came 
back, I quietly kissed His Grace's feet. At that time, there were tears in my 


eyes. His Grace prayed and said, 


“Live well, live well, live well.” 


Then His Grace lay down to rest and I went to my room and fell asleep. Just 
before Maghrib, my father saw that the sweets, flowers and drinks were all 


there, just as they were. Father asked me, 


“Has His Grace not made you a disciple yet?” 


I replied, 
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Yes, lama disciple. -Ox os te # UY 


Father said, LS i alls 


“Yes, that is right but I will request His Grace to formally complete the bS os ae ple re fol S | cS - 5 2S a § eae eh. 


Initiation.” 


ele 


When my father went to His Grace, I stood, quietly, at a place where neither IS aa Sa) cu 8 la is 4 gi ms ane fees Co pas alls Gis 
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“So Brother, are you not our disciple?” 


I said, 


“Yes, 1am His Grace's disciple.” 


Sarkar laughed out loud and said, 


“Look Masoom Ali Khan, he says that he is our disciple and we also say that he 
is our disciple. Then, how else can there be a relationship between a Sufi 


Master and a disciple, without such an agreement?” 


My father said, 


“Yes, Your Grace, you are right.” 


Then Sarkar said to my father, 


“Congratulations, today is Thursday and it is also the 26th, let us also celebrate 
Milad-e-Shareef. Inform all Hindus and Muslims and arrange sweets to 


distribute as a blessing, after the Milad.” 


Just after Maghrib prayers, a large number of people gathered to celebrate 


the Milad. Both Hindus and Muslims were present and all were saying that 
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Darughaji’s (Inspector) Sufi Master had come. Seeing the crowd, Father was 
worried that the sweets might not be enough, so he asked the servants to 


bring more. They replied, 


“We have brought all the sweets available in Kheragarh, Sir. If you need more, 
we can only get them from Kagarawal which is 8 miles away. Going by horse, 


the sweets will arrive in about an hour.” 


Father told them to bring the sweets, immediately. These arrangements 
were being made when Sarkar started reciting the Milad and after about half 
an hour, gave a very mesmerizing sermon. After Salaat and Salaam, His 


Grace asked, 


“Where is Masoom Ali Khan? We will distribute the sweets, ourselves.” 


Father offered all the sweets available, a bit worried, and Sarkar started 
distributing them. The people were taking sweets one after the other, in an 
orderly manner, without any crowding. These sweets (it turned out) were 
more than enough. In fact, there were some left over. Sarkar handed these 


over to (my) father saying, 


“Those who were not able to attend Milad, these leftover sweets should be sent 


to their homes.” 
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There were so many sweets left that both my father and I were amazed. Se Uke Cope Ugg Ce yl all, a ox OS) Ctl ux cgilgle Cyl 
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want and however you want him, he is yours and With Allah’s Will « |e : 
| | eae a ot Kl le Lue 54) 
(Insha‘Allah) he will always remain yours.” 
Sarkar said, cLS — Sys 
“Well, then we will take Asghar with us to Agra today.” “geal J » $i Pi oe a zl § pol we Pe Legh lg” 
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ul-Haq Sahib his Arafati Bhai (Brother From Arafat). He was the Chief 
Engineer in Agra at that time. Very few Indians held such a position. The 
Chief Engineers, in most of the urban areas, would be British. He lived in the 
Barber Market and had a big house. The number of servants working for him 
was about 10 to 12. There, I met with my dear Fellow Brother, Monis Ali 
Khafi as well as the great elder Fellow Brother of our Silsila, Bhai Munir 
Khan Sahib. He was one of those Fellow Brothers of mine whose station, 
morals and dignity need to be discussed in detail which will be done later, 


along with the other Fellow Brothers. 


Let me narrate a few incidents, during my stay in Agra, which are 
noteworthy. The first incident was that I and Monis were to pick up Sarkar’s 
washed clothes from His Grace Dilgeer Shah Sahib’s house. This chore was 
assigned to Monis and me. Dilgeer Shah Sahib's house was in the Apple 
Market where there were many brothels of famous prostitutes of Agra. 
When we arrived, his servant seated us on the porch of the upstairs room. 
This room had latticework, through which the courtyards and the wash 
areas of the brothels were visible. We peeked through the net and watched 
the scene for a long time, without realizing as to what time it was. We spent 


2 to 2.5 hours there and then left for home. I told Monis, 


“Monis, we are late. I hope that Sarkar will not be angry.” 
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Monis said, LS 4 Unis 


“We will say that the clothes were not ready.” os 7 ok ass. ge a 
I said to Monis, L/S os Und ge 23 Us 
“Brother, I am new here, you will have to explain.” “NES ag é coe 3 Se aly” 


The issue that we had anticipated, came up. When we came to Sarkar, he ala (je Crt S IS pe ar Gia AL) ilu 05 io ues ga JL A 


asked, oS lea gt 3 IS wr gis 
“Where did you spend so much time?” «$ 4\0 se 6 gh — nh 2” 
Monis replied, orS La Gl a Aon pp 3 Usd pe 
“Sarkar, the clothes were not ready.” ee er: 3 - 6S os » 
Sarkar laughed, looking at both of us, he said, 6nS Lis 99 gl cleSua 4 yb os U9 9 a Ss en _ LS pus 
“Were the clothes not ready or were you people peeking at the prostitutes.” Ma a :s Sb Sle dis ‘o ae a x fl é S Las er a2 - 38 


I was very scared and thought that Sarkar had found out the truth, for sure. I _ miEN J> ris Sf A rS la gu — ux _) 9) | 53 Cys Ue a os fate 


should never lie and avoid such actions in the future. ise ee UA CS and Cul ps oily sl - ule Ws Us Cs 9g> Jat 


Sarkar Namah: Page Number 91 


Second Incident 


The second incident is that next day, in the evening, Sarkar said, “Let us go to 
Hazrat Abul-Alaa’s Urs.” So, Sarkar with a group of his disciples, believers 
and myself left for the shrine (Dargah of Hazrat Abul-Alaa). When we 
reached the shrine, just before sundown (Maghrib), we could see that there 
was already a huge crowd. Sarkar approached the shrine, took off his shoes 
and so did we. Instead of going inside the shrine, Sarkar went out to the field 
outside the shrine and started walking bare-feet, very fast. When I stepped 
onto the field, 4 or 5 thorns pricked my feet and I sat down to pull them out, 
while Sarkar went ahead. After going a little farther, Sarkar looked back and 


told me, 


“Come on, run over here.” 


When I started running, I was surprised that no thorns were pricking my 
feet and Sarkar was walking (so comfortably) as if the ground was covered 
with a carpet. Far, from the shrine, where the shrine and the assembly were 


still clearly visible, there, Sarkar said, 


“What a good place. We will settle down here. It would be nice if you people 


could clean this place.” 


(35) ably | nu ge 


orS Lle 8 Ay as ES ale Gre pgs 3 WB SU mils Lee 
ei) JS oe chy ali ale uw oe S allyl pe” 
8 lS 2 (GS Glall gS pes) gil DS Gielen QS Gyiitian 55) Oty 
lS 2 Ya 15) A Gee Bl a led tls Ge Ue ei Aly Gh 
JI age 8 wig lS 2 Uby 25 NS pe LS ages ol 2 uly gf paid 
a ES lB ja cS ile ol& a Vilas Su Ge 3 US) a os) is 
D8 Mi 38 58 Ge os) Al JSG Gk Gl 3 Glae 55! OxS 50 
Use cee 9h AGS) aad jail 2S CugS Ga 3 Ue La OS ¢ 9 pd Lil 
NS LS gi LARS ills SG) Cae - 8 od eS SL le Une 
a eee os) Re pean 23 Soe OS le 5 65 - 8 JS SI 

lias 


el S Sly <Come On! ” 


Use 2 AS iy Ge Gh pene gf LS & 5d Ll Ga 23 Un 
stil) ped py le ee! fh IS os! le Od sr S OS UH 
oS ja es Ube 6p 98 pes ol§ 53 - |g Leas Ud pe (WS ill 

Lyle 8 oy Re SO! OS be Ulsy cle Ll 5d Gils @ane IS ol& 2 5 5) 


Je SSF SN Bye ee SL SF eld wt le 8 et ee SS te! ge? 
“3b S Ble F Se yl F 
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So we started clearing the grass and the bushes. In a short time, we made the 
place clean and tidy. Then, the water carrier came, sprayed the ground and a 


large crowd gathered. 


At that time, Nawab Sahib Chattari was the Governor of U.P. (Uttar Pradesh). 
I heard people say that Sarkar was a Sage of a very high station and the 
Governor of Uttar Pradesh was his disciple. The assembly kept growing and 
as Sarkar sat down on the ground, we did the same. Someone in the crowd 


said, 


“Your Grace, if you intend to stay here, should I bring the carpet and lay it down?” 


Sarkar said, 


“You will do a very good thing if you do that. Please bring some Qawwals also. 


That way, we will celebrate our little Urs here.” 


After a short time, both the carpet and the Qawwals arrived and Sarkar 
asked the Qawwals to recite their repertoire. A very mesmerizing Qawwali 
took place and the gathering kept on growing. It seems that the Keeper of 


the Shrine (Sajjadah-Nasheen) also came to know about it because he sent 


& 9 wi LS Calis og Une Gbolee Os! Case? HS bs -3 a ils 
eal s3lee 55) eS SLE 28 Oe OY et G53 55! Le US 
Wigs Slee Ur oP ce Iba os! AA) ISG Bol gas ps were pig: 
cllS -LS gS 5ee 23 sl cll Ada ea La US Glee § Se Ul 

US 53 ee et es 


a8 OS ES (hs) OH) Cad Gliese Gals Gli Ue Dj 
ys) con Soh ag paid 2h pig 24S SS OSs! 3 un 
US De Cg Lins eee es ye WI Gee OS IS (Gg Ul) Lat 
AS €p op oe oe oe Sil a os) 28 he op Oe) gy IS 

i ae pee =a 


“S90 ke FY eh uve fe tel Cals Uy Bl cyte” 
cla 8 3 OS 


bal or TG ge FIB oS oy gle ys) -L oF eee Ue Cy 2” 
“Sd ee ne ere oer 


S oss 4 NWS os) 8) Usin dh os) Old Ux ob G56 
eames Os! ott oll d GS 5p Se - jl HS Sa! tls Ub AS La pS 
ale ce: 9S oula -S ol& 52 AS Ug Lig a gles Ll LS Me 2 es Ce 
ux SUIS WS ps OS qugs 98 al Dl 23 Usd) Sig 1 LS 
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servants of the shrine to invite Sarkar for the Urs Sanctified Food (Langar). — Cy 90 ‘+ Cue COS Cyr C89 Cyl lS ps ga 4 ger os CS ps 


Sarkar was in a state of spiritual ecstasy, at that time. He told the servants of 6rS Lis 58 —vU lls 
the shrine, 
“Say Salaam to Sajjadah Sahib and ask him to send our share of the Langar, L | ee SS a 2 me Sa Wy oS. gene ole” 
here.” a ‘ te 
The Servants replied, eS = al ce 


“Your Grace, it is not customary to send Langar outside of the Holy Shrine.” 


« : c, : Zo . » 
a Ut? Thay KS Cle eh we oye 6) a> 
Sarkar replied in a very terse manner, orS Lie 8 Cre J Gyr 3 IS ps 


“The shrine is wherever the Fageer sits. You convey our message to the Keeper -% : . : , e i “40? 
ees oor eee ? Per yay ya 99 lend F 2 ol plan Nile Fae Sle 52 D> ry ate le 8 
of the Shrine and then do whatever he says.” « LS he ( 
- ie cs Lute 09 


In a short time, the servants brought the Langar in big serving trays, along _ ycily (yrs gil « =o US = Al U4 U gti (iS alas Us oP 55968 

with plates and tablecloths. When servants started laying the tablecloths Ut! Cask yg) Ulgas Ql gd yur = ald ain . — ise Ul pe pid 4 

and placing the plates. Sarkar said, cLile 98 _ Sp 5 US ae 
“Do away with this tablecloth”, he a8 s coe 

and he asked the people, eZ ; 4 

oe Ose 25 ae) .27) 


« .S a4 Zo Pats, 
3) SS oS) 2) 5 


“Aao Re Logon, Langar Looto.” 


(Come on people, grab the Langar.) 
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Many people came forward from the gathering and we all started eating 
from the same big serving trays. The Langar was plentiful. After eating, the 
Qawwali resumed and Sarkar sat there all night, listening to the Qawwali. At 


the time of Fajr prayers, Sarkar called those water carriers and said, 


“Those who want to participate in the prayers should wash their hands and face.” 


The people performed wudu and offered prayers. After the prayers, Sarkar 


sat facing the gathering and said, 


“Let's see, who wants to be enlisted in Baba's platoon? Stand up!” 


As far as I remember, about 30 to 35 people became Sarkar’s disciples that 
day. After the Initiation, Sarkar stood up, turned towards the shrine of His 
Grace Abul-Aala RA and raised his hands for Fatiha. After the Fatiha, Sarkar 


said, 


“What a blessed Urs. Come, let's go home now” 


and started walking. When we reached near the gate of the shrine, the 
Keeper of the Shrine and all the Sufi Masters of Agra who had come to attend 


the Urs, all came to greet Sarkar and complained, 


LUGS pe cots gl 3 Gas a yg) 8) Bg) is Gy ss Ue ene 
call sf beg OS US SU t's OS) Ge Gee Ue SI oy! cla US ¢ 555 
vai A NES Ae Uy IS be Sb os! Be & 58 

SUS 5) LL 8 ob SS Uptides al i IS ar Cady 5 jl S 


“od god ae gh og tr a le LF, Sy) ge” 


Ha la GS gene WS ps Gye tes PS GL a hy LG US py 25 U Ss 
orS Lie 8 ) 5) gin -S 8 ric 


"Nghe 52 2 WS See lene bee G8 OF OF uy TE S Ub coe” 


saya eg ye 55 Gal Gal PO as PS 2 SUS SG les be 
oS N50 GS ell 53! Gee cigs 2 5S IS Ue es 2S 2S 
a NS se ES nails - ill gah Lbs patld 5! US ¢5 Cab 

ates 


cle GE gle ly ue bel 


ZS 8 Ge -pig Als AAS Gully 2 uly open S nS x 
" = > i Js) stare otlaw 8 val Sse 8 = 2 js 
oe Nos a og cg pig DAN ALS GS yb Ue Cue ga atlas 

crS US HIKE sl. 3) lis ils 
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“Your Grace, we waited all night for you in the Qawwali main hall and you did 


not visit us.” 


Sarkar said, 


“Our Qawwali main hall in the jungle would have complained, so we attended 
the Qawwali there. Tomorrow, Insha‘Allah, I will participate in the Exact 
Moment of Anniversary (Qul), then, I will sit with you and listen to the 


Qawwali in the Qawwali main hall.” 


Sarkar laughed and recited this poem: 


Har Aan Keh Bajuz Ruwe To, Jaaey Nigaranand 


Kotah Nazaranand, Cheh Kotah Nazaranand 


(All Who Seek to View, Other Than Your Beautiful Face.) 
(Are Short-Sighted, How Short-Sighted They Are.) 


I would like to describe another interesting incident, during my stay at Haji 
Inaam Ali's house. My father had given me Rs. 50, in Kheragarh, before | 
became a disciple, so that, after | am initiated by His Grace, I would offer this 
money to him, as an homage. However, as mentioned above, my becoming a 
disciple was a bit out of the ordinary and there was no opportune moment 


to offer homage money to Sarkar. So these Rs. 50 remained in my pocket and 


“BY ng AS oye Se glee STS lbs og Ol) ET pte” 


orS le 46 ys 


eau om er Ug 2. x yl 05 abs ale an See eg 
ae se ple Say Be £ ae Tg Soy Ob op S ails 
“8 jee Me 


: a b » 
la a est a OS Gh oe Us! 


—_— 


ail S dhe $8 bay 6 S Uy 
ast hs ob Se cast bs ob 


(oe ceo FG we oye F hoy Ce Hy) 


(oe dept 8 ye S co dg 1 FS) 


cual 5! SUI glo ES eli ES XS ES Gales Gle pil ab 
2s Ue SBS S 2 oy 5) Ugg Ula LY Uys py at ala nadlls 
wa S -p pip Ge pay Oo UE ps pigs ae 2 oe 25 Alls 
OSG) tha OS Clip Ibs 5 sks aly 2 sh cud OS Gen OG pes Kugel 
zo pgs ale 155 Us: aye Lye AS 22 ISS be LS DS al AS Lae 
09 Nd yd ct UI IS 2S Uti i aiipe GAS Ue Cul 5) lg US Cu 
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I brought the amount with me to Agra. It was in my sherwani pocket and it is > sl eal = Sp _) 5) lee Des Uns Ce (Gs 35) Os 
not known how and when someone took this money, out of my pocket. (js Cua 8 Gilg ud oe a Kei UU a cst gil ul Ure CS; Al 


Engineer Sahib had 10 to 12 servant helpers. When I mentioned this to S (ily pat (5 ye ab) Ay 3 GS Gs US 5) OS Und pgle - 
Monis, he advised me to remain quiet. If I inquired and Engineer Sahib came -—+ Cae DL VY — Ye ob a Gislie yorail J SG — oS 


to know, or Sarkar found out, there would be unnecessary trouble for the cp gald AS La _) guia = O sal gi US oe WS Sb cpl — Lad ge = ete 
servants. It was better, therefore, to remain silent than to create any us LSI ey alc = Cialis Berra) ) | ee FIRS 4253 a AS gS ‘¢ ga z= 
unpleasantness. So | kept quiet. iso ou Jat “gh 3 gts 8 Us 8 93 ol ge ol gd gi cliS Js rir 9S IS ys 

Lo S> use 2 Onl - 2 Sie otk) Lay Ui pl os US fay 


After a stay of 3 to 4 days, Sarkar decided to leave for Talib Nagar. I was 1S (Si), ) 84 Gill — Us 3 NS we: ae LS ald US Co Ob Os 
preparing to go to the (train) Station to bid farewell to Sarkar when Bhai (.S cydiiiul (Oe A) gots as Ciad') SS lS pe Cpe yal -LeLs 8 aun 


Munir Khafi Sahib said to me, oS GLa en Giale Gl pie Sle glib) S$ oy 
“Asghar, pick up Sarkar's bedding and load it in the horse carriage.” pies uM Sb a Sli adi, ol : Ce ue ‘2 < pool” 
Since I had never carried such a load, I asked in surprise, Sos 3 oe ff let Oa Lai gay WS aod Col GES Sis 2-5 Un 
clea 52 Une 
“Who (are you referring to) Brother, me?” “> Ue « Cale ly” 


oS 


As soon as he heard my answer, Bhai Munir Khafi Sahib came over and in UI) 44 al Ua yp QS jas Gales GA ae tla Qs tts Gl ga Is 


spite of his old age and frailty, picked up the bedding and carried it es ofl a Usd js = JS Cr CS JS Leil gS yin Lb 
downstairs. He said to me somewhat angrily, orS Le 8 Ge end os gaa gl -S Ghee Gil oa ol 
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“If you cannot even carry your Sufi Master's bedding, what will you be able to do?” 


I felt really embarrassed. 


Arriving at the Station, Sarkar gave money to Monis to buy the ticket. At that 
point, I thought to myself that the journey from here to Tondala is only 15 
minutes and connections are available minute by minute. So how good it 
would be if I were to travel with Sarkar to Tondala. While I was thinking 


this, Sarkar himself said, 


“Ask Monis to buy a ticket to Tondala for you, as well.” 


At the same time, I began to think that Sarkar would reach Aligarh at the 
latest at 1 o'clock in the afternoon. From there, at 3 o'clock, a passenger 
train departs from Bareli for Agra which reaches Agra at 5 o'clock in the 
evening. From Agra, there are buses for Kheragarh that run till 10 o'clock at 
night. So, I will have no difficulty in returning to Kheragarh. I was just 
contemplating this and as if Sarkar was listening to my inner voice, Sarkar 


said, 


“Look Asghar, Monis probably hasn’t bought the tickets yet. Tell him to buy 
your ticket to Aligarh. You come with us to see Talib Nagar also. There, you 


will meet some of your Fellow Brothers.” 
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I ran and went to Monis and happily informed him. In this way, I also came 


to Talib Nagar, with Sarkar. 


During my stay in Talib Nagar, I learned a lot. I met many of my Fellow 
Brothers, there. When we Fellow Brothers used to sit together, everyone 
would tell their own heartfelt story. It made me realize that they all loved 
their Master more than | did, at that time. In any case, in Sarkar’s company 
and that of my Fellow Brothers, there was a lot of spiritual ecstasy as well as 
serenity. My belief became stronger and stronger that I had become 


associated with the right Sufi Master and the right Silsila. 


During this time, it came to light again and again, that the Sufi Master has 
immense love and affection for his disciples. I found my Fellow Brothers in 
diverse spiritual conditions. Some were emotionally overwhelmed and in 
tears while others were exuberant and humming poetry. The most 
interesting thing was that everyone, within himself, was unbelievably 
convinced that Sarkar loved him the most. There was a mixture of envy and 
(friendly) competition but also a lot of good, mutual feelings (of comradery). 
Some Fellow Brothers were fond of supplications and some were engaged in 
Zikr. Overall, they had a great love for each other. There was also friendly 


teasing as well. 
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It became clear, to me, that Sarkar did not have a uniform system of training 
for all his disciples. Rather, it was an exclusive and unique matter with each 
one. I also got a practical demonstration as to how a disciple should respect 


his Sufi Master and how he should interact with the Fellow Brothers. 


Since I was new there, all my Fellow Brothers treated me very kindly and 
lovingly. I was also very fond of them and became close to them. I stayed 


there for 11 days. One day after the Fajr prayers, Sarkar said to me, 


“Asghar, now you must go to Kheragarh. Masoom Ali Khan is missing you. By 
the way, when we arrived here, we wrote a postcard to him that we had 


brought you, with us.” 


I felt a strange uneasiness after Sarkar told me to go. Although, I wanted to 
request him to stay longer with him, however, by that time, I understood 


two things: 


1. Agree to your Sufi Master's commands, wholeheartedly. 


2. Carry out the commands without any objections, whatsoever. 


Sarkar, very rarely, revoked an order. Although there was no cure for the 
heart, it was not ready to go, at all and I cried my heart out, in private. My 


Fellow Brothers were also sad but no one had the courage to ask Sarkar 
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about extending my stay. When it was time for me to leave, Sarkar asked me, IS yu AS .g¢3 Ad Cres Stl) Cue (oS eo -—o os) Os ole 
IS Hip Coed) Ge - 4S Ob CS el a 2 oe ES S Uae 
OAS leas gee 2) IS es si LI Od 


“Do you have the money for the fare to travel back?” Oe ak, ils © galls rl 2s « a 
I have already mentioned that the Rs. 50 had been stolen. I thought that I ZS eel -ae —n 3) OF 23 rS oO# iS es oad —n Ue A 


would borrow the fare to Aligarh from Monis. In Aligarh, I had many friends pa — ois Aa) SOS a § ee aS — SLA Cyl — UM 3) -—o 
to borrow money from. I thought that I would make it work somehow. I jaa ah) gt et Ch ¢ gt Cu gt Cy tl Gs aK cle 41 SG, 


replied, oS a Gl se 3 Ups -I8 ile da alS S 21 
“Yes Sarkar, I have the money.” "iy «Ss = 

Sarkar asked again, nS kee oe ao LS pus 

“How much money do you have?” ts ue) aus oS a ae 

Now, it was a little more difficult to answer. I told Sarkar, (LS (ya je — Us 6 Suda | | 
“I have enough, Sarkar.” eS oe ak 6.” 

Sarkar said, ins Us a DK» 

“We’re not asking if you have enough. Count how much money there is.” ee gu 2s gy § as ee er Be 
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At the same time, he said, orS Let Cr gil DS Ul 5 


Come here, put his hand in his pocket and he took out a Rs. 5 note. ye Pars éh Cue gh Ue es Lene & 28 4 re a seo!” 
“NK 


As I approached him, he gave it to me and said softly, clyle 98 paren yg) La —= dg clei ISS eis Ky 78 218 g cl Usa 
“Keep it, don't lie to us.” eee Op Os ae és &) Pi 


I felt very sorry and decided that he knows everything. I should never lie to igs ry Gas ol nS Ul 5S Ales — UM 38) ent eee ipilaniy —eé 
him again and I will not do that. After offering Qadam Bosi, when | started to -2H ist \S slot eis 31 6 le Ll gs ere Cr gga (giS — of -_— 
walk outside and greeted my Fellow Brothers, I started crying profusely. My On oi 3s ok i lS = e Ciad’) a OAS eas Ua Sd 
Fellow Brothers cried too. Nawab Bahadur's Packard (American Made 3 Sy us Jala Gl gi -— 39) ist Sl dg -L9 ) Gigs JS Cha — Osis 
Luxury Cars) was parked below to drive me to the Station. I stepped into it _ —ls — 59> —e= (5518 0. all oud Li Zs rXaa)) BS 
and sat down. The house was on high ground, with a stairway. I saw that my — O-) oe wes sei gS LS gin OS le Ux val U4 st 3 is 3eS 
Fellow Brothers had come down to the car to see me off but Sarkar was still 2 ju AS Sua — uM C18 g gl SOs Ae iM LA jan) ol ict ails 
standing at the top of the stairs, looking at me. As the driver started the car, | Gaal 7 —-« pes 1 ges (S 56 a als = 5 56> —o lle on 
could see that Sarkar's eyes were tearful. I have not been able to forget those -—e 3) ee Ca bb oo ps —s ZS A gl AS Usd jw IS ys 
tears until today. gS IS pr AS Sa 23 Uv Ci; ial 62 S§ dal os 5S _ Sy gail ys 
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15. Training the Disciples 


Although Sarkar had the authority (Ijazat) and was deputized (Khalifat) in 
all 4 Sufi Orders, namely: 

1. Qadriyah 

2. Chishtiyah 

3. Naqshbandiyah 


4.Sohrawardiyah 


Sarkar initiated, usually in Qadriyah and Chishtiyah Sufi Orders. I am aware, 


however, that he initiated some people into Naqshbandiyah and 
Sohrawardiyah Sufi Orders as well but this was out of the ordinary. I know 
(instances of) some members of the Hindu community who joined Sarkar’s 
Silsila (as well). Some of them later became Muslims and some of them used 
to join the Fatiha, with Sarkar, without leaving their religion. They also 
recited Darood-e-Taj and took part in Salaat and Salaam. During Qawwali, 
they enjoyed the Saintly hymns and Naat verses, just as we did and 
experienced spiritual ecstasy. They (our Hindu brothers and sisters) used to 
kiss the thumbs and put them on their eyes, in the same way as we did, 
when they heard the name of Lord of the Two Realms (Honorable Prophet 


Muhammad #8 





). They remained Hindus in name only. Sometimes, if no one 


told you, it was difficult to even distinguish, if someone was a Hindu or not. 
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As far as I know, a few (members of the) Shia (community) also joined 
Sarkar’s gatherings. I can say with certainty that their faith in the Grand Sufi 
Master (Barde Pir Sahib, Ghous Pak RA) and the entirety of the Great 
Companions (Sahaba Akbar, may Allah SWT be pleased with them all) was 
the same as ours. They were Shia simply in name. Some of my Shia Fellow 
Brothers even confessed to me that they had repented from their long-held 
temporary marriage (Mut'ah) and denial of faith (Taqiyyah) beliefs. My 
purpose in writing all this is just to make it (abundantly) clear that Sarkar 
was a very open-minded person and kept himself free from customary 


practices and outward appearances. 


The exception was Guldastah Shareef which was essential for everyone. In 
all other matters, Sarkar's ways of education and training, with each 
disciple, were individual and distinct. He took special account of the 
disciple’s temperament, aspirations, tendencies, prevailing circumstances, 
occupations and professions. The methods of training were so unique and 
subtle that the disciple wouldn’t even realize that he was going through an 
educational process. There was so much compassion in his temperament 
that, I believe, helped struggling disciples pass the difficult stages easily and 
joyfully. 


All the rules of Shariat, especially the punctuality of prayers and fasting, 


were encouraged and taught, collectively and individually. Sarkar’s favorite 
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practices were limited food consumption and night vigils which he 
advocated others to adopt as well. He took special care of people who were 
employed and had to go to their workplaces the next day. Except for a few 
select disciples, most of them were advised to go to sleep after Isha prayers. 
There were some disciples whom he included in the night vigils and allowed 
them to sleep for an hour or two, before sending them to their offices. It 
wasn't a matter of a day or two but months of practice, until the disciples 
would be able to stay awake at night and perform their personal and family 


duties, as well as business duties effectively and cheerfully. 


As far as I could understand, Sarkar's basic method was to instill the love of 
the Sufi Master in the hearts of his disciples. At the same time, complete 
trust and confidence in the Master were ingrained. It was done, in such a 
way, that all the concepts and practices, related to Tasawwuf, would 
coalesce around the understanding of the pivotal point that the disciples 
must yearn for the Master. Their sole focus would be only the Master and 


nothing else. 


In this regard, I will mention two of my own eye-witnessed events to help 


illustrate what’s in my mind. 
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First Incident rsa) s Un 


The first incident is that during my stay in Nagpur, Sarkar once took me with __gao IS ys Ad ye Sul «gly 9a -S ald -S Brest SAA wl ke 
him from Tajabad Shareef to Ganjakhet District of Nagpur, where the family Ul + as a CS LailS (prs ) fb a sul eG el year il 
of my Fellowship Mother (Pirani Ammaji Maryam, Yousuf Shah Baba’s | .S ib old Wau gi « aA i> Ls! il 33) male os Gl ol JH G6 
Fellow Sister) lived. Sarkar was meeting with the women and I was with the jila yo Us _) 5! —é UM es CIE) paral LS pas At Ke IS (On on 
men in another room. It was time for lunch and the dining cloth was laid out. La lea Ul ge yin —ls on yg) Lei LS gp 9g IS ARS US yp 93 -Us 
I had learned that Sarkar was going to come out to eat shortly. ph als al sd mex LUgS IS pa AS og Gade LS GL Cpl ga 1 


Suddenly, my eyes fixated on the flag that a Gentleman standing at the door, _S4| —s 2 «SS oes wialia Sul pe jlo a pai US 48 O84 Cd i 
was holding. On which was written, lei KS oe shh » a : 


w Z 
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(There is no Lord except You. Perfection be to You! Surely, Iam of those who 
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transgressed.) 


(Holy Quran, Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayah 87) 


I looked carefully and found that the same verses were written on his cap (243 (6¢3 (383 GS Al Se a Ab sf kes ps 5 2 Ov 2 Oe 
and the upper part of his shirt. I was a bit amused by his appearance. I asked | Cas) et et = Pie = Lara’ ) ol _ el rar yS ery 
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“Please come inside.” “ol 3 i tS a8” 
He replied, S148 _ gad 


“No, I will come in only with Baba Sahib’s RA permission. Please inform Baba S 269 Sevb = aay se ile | S Cole bb ye fl rere 


Sahib RA that Safdar has come.” 


ior, ge 
I told him, SUS Uae p33 Un 
“Sarkar is just about to come out to eat. Please wait a bit.” "aed S lest io 54g oe aly as a\ wh AS sles Jals LS jee 
In the meantime, Sarkar came out and said, 6rS Loa 8 8 eSu2 urls! -— 9 sal ys Spas Ce os 2 
“Ok, come Safdar, come inside.” “_ ble! yl 5 a ey Myo yo | lye!” 


This Gentleman came inside and offered Qadam Bosi. The way he did that — on aaa j)ul -— 5 ar" aus 9 — Ca pet jail pas A 
made me think that, maybe, he was one of our Fellow Brothers. Sarkar C4 yb Go 3 MS ps “Oe ae On 2 Jk a3 wba AS | gs Jax —e 
looked at me and said, orS Ls 8 98 eSun 


Safdar is our old (from long time ago) disciple. om a i» b ane bao” 


Sarkar sat down to eat and so did I. Safdar Bhai sat at a distance. Sarkar said, gin als kS Ge Ue os) Aon 8 Ca st on Ul Apes IS ps 
onS US a JIS ps ape st J U) pA sd ade -LS 
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“Come and eat, Safdar.” “MS LL ages v 


Safdar Bhai replied, cha alga 23 lg pate 
“Baba Sahib, I am fasting.” en eas Pr eae 
Sarkar then said, nS US 23 IS pu 
“Ok, that is good.” “les el” 
We both started eating. Sarkar asked Safdar Bhai, 6S Lean — tle pata 23 IS ps La 8 ¢ 9 SUS 23 Usina 
“So Safdar, what is your routine nowadays?” ae ey eer S 2 je K a see ae 


When Safdar Bhai started describing his activities, I realized that this Fellow ae cl gic —s & 9 pi ib Ss Cla AY gare os = = colle _aduea 
Brother was completely occupied with Allah’s remembrance and was doing _)s) -us ile oa -S aud Jeli 4) (Sia UG) Geka AS Ig o 5lail 
a lot of faith-based practices. | estimated that a maximum of 3 to 4 hours out YY ~AbLS Vigw 5) -in as LIS Glas 8 D392 As 2 Un 
of 24 would be left for his eating and other needs. Within me, I began to -i9» ) 9) Gl) 5 »o Sl iS Fo ¥ ot) poh) ux U siigS 
contemplate my own situation and felt very disappointed when I compared LS os Ge ae OY o — OU ‘Us Ja ist Ja -_—e i -s 
myself to Safdar Bhai. I thought and felt that people who attain something ——? Ux “552 (gts g3le (S33 = JS Alles = slg: pate 5) La OS © 9 
valuable, have to be like that (as Safdar Bhai). What results can be expected “% S& (> cle Jrba) | # S31 els ok eas Jwala nS Le pus 
by people like us, who do very little compared to him? I was in deep thought ° 9 SU US utd we S$ Ue Liles I sa Si oe at Un he 
and feeling somewhat down when Sarkar questioned Safdar Bhai, alle Sa peat 5! Jen » ble Un WS a! ux ‘Ss ul Ls 
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“By now, you must have discovered the secret to knowing the hidden (Kashf) in “$6 ae hele ne lke sale: 525 3 ail 


all its forms?” 


Safdar Bhai replied in the negative. Then, in a worried manner, Safdar Bhai alle -S Cl plata) Sl yg) -La Cys a — colle: _padea Ul pa LS Cyan 
asked Sarkar, 6rS Lea gg IS ps Us 


Baba Sahib, for the last 7 years, I have been carrying out all the instructions ‘Sl ee Ly i L. SS eee. alles cola Ties mole LL 
but nothing seems to be working so far.” +17 ot tele as 
“UT Ung jb by oS GS S Gel 


Sarkar said, olla 3 IS us 


“Keep working with sincerity and dedication, you are making progress. Allah ae 5 jhe Ai age aS ay «fle S 96 gos v iS ie wie 
SWT will provide you with help.” « [<i sls 


By this time I was really disappointed with myself. Sarkar looked at me ina (§ = NS pr 1 > Urge coilS a OVA —o S43 28 9 Cyl (pre 


very meaningful way and very softly said to me, Lyle pd ps gaa bial Cols ysl clgSaa ay (6 pe os Uy 9g 
6rS 


“True understanding comes with great difficulty.” ee 3 on Ka , Cs: eo w  » 


After hearing these words from Sarkar, I felt, somewhat, encouraged and _ ) gla (.l8_) gl «. hai: Cras 9 (ys lad gS re DS pis Alen 2 IS IS ps 


turned my attention towards Sarkar and prayed silently, (AS LS Gey] Cee Ja (a Ja 8 gt nage Ua pb SS MS er ps 
“Sarkar, by your Grace, may I receive true understanding, effortlessly.” “Sle be 2 GIs | Bow po pu a) 9! o Sle re oS 4 ee” 
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The reason to illustrate this is that, Sarkar wanted his disciples to invest 
minimum strenuous effort into reciting the rosary and verbal remembrance 
of Allah SWT. With his attention, companionship and maintaining a 
relationship of deep love and compassion with his disciples, Sarkar helped 
(in such a way) that the heart became soft and supple (ready to absorb new 
ideas and insights). Then, it accepted the various divine manifestations of 


the Sufi Master. He often repeated, 


“Love and connection with one's Sufi Master is everything. All is achieved by its 


means.” 


Second Incident 


Once, on the occasion of the Urs of Ghareeb Nawaz RA in Ajmer Shareef, 
about 10 or 20 of us Fellow Brothers were present in Sarkar's service at 
Mehboob Manzil. Suddenly, one very well-versed Fellow Brother and 
someone very loving towards Sarkar, Hakeem Ishtiaq Ahmed Sahib, whom | 
affectionately called Crazy Brother (Deewane Bhai), started weeping 


profusely. He began to tell Sarkar, 


“Sarkar, Masnavi Shareef mentions a King of China, who held a competition for 
artists painting murals on a wall. The two contesting parties were given the 


opposite walls of the same room, with a curtain in between. So that, both the 
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contesting parties could carry out their art. 


On one wall, the artists painted a very beautiful mural and on the other side, 
the competitors just kept polishing the wall. When the time came to judge the 
competition, the King came and saw that there was a beautiful painting on 


one wall and the wall on the other side was blank. 


Upon seeing this, he was furious. Those who worked on the empty wall 
requested the King to draw the curtain so that the truth would become 
evident. When the curtain was removed, there was no end to his surprise. He 
saw that the painting on one wall was the same as the painting on the other 
wall because it was polished so well that the wall became like a mirror. The 
image of the opposing wall was reflected by it. 

(Masnavi Maulana Rum RA, Daftare Awwal, Book 1:63, Page 381)” 


Ishtiaq Bhai was narrating this incident and was crying. Sarkar kept 
listening without any reaction. All the Fellow Brothers were wondering 


what Ishtiaq Bhai was trying to say. Then Ishtiaq Bhai said, 
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If I had been given this task, what else could I have done but put dirt and filth Die a 5.5 Se 54 os see ce: Ay ies sae ‘ 6 i oF 


on the wall, instead of polishing it.” “lg ne oe al [ a oe 3a sas 


Even then, Sarkar did not say anything. Then Ishtiaq Bhai said, orS US Cpe an Sul Dee “Ge 8 4 gS 23 18 es Ge 
“Sarkar, I have heard that if the children are very disobedient, the father can S ale Foss ct ob gee. Sx yk ab 02k 5 sY.I \ si aa " 3” 
disown such children.” te | 
ii 23 
Sarkar opened his eyes, looked at Ishtiaq Bhai and said, gh olgSaa Co pba CS igs GLA cul eS GugSl > Lal 3 IS ys 
cLile 99 
“But you have also heard that fathers who disown their children are not SI we 0 § oe See al Ok ge a2 a eee eS” 
forgiven.” ss 
“- 3x use MS 


(Sahih Bukhari Book 8, Hadith 1100) 


(VV es Syne A OS SE xo) 
Hearing this, I screamed (overcome by the feelings of humility and (¢ jus (Kislee os Glia -S og jale 55) is | 6 985) OS Ge Aba 
gratitude) and | threw myself at Sarkar's feet. It was now clear to all the ju. ja yo) -| 5 Lx Ce Ky 90d — Spas Cre _) ol 6 ei8 ae CS 


Fellow Brothers that, in fact, Ishtiaq Bhai was interpreting, for almost all of Cy 3s lags (GLEE! ual ja AS Ml Cs gaa 8 Jes GL ol op Gata 
us, that there is always a little bit of negligence, from each of us, in following lay S GlilSal —S IS as S- gi 2) OS tha J S pes a 


Sarkar's guidance. It was also true that the constant practice of 96 oo eS ete Ss SA Cys 53.963 — at uM iS) 51 
remembrance and other practices that Sarkar used to teach, very few select |S yu » rlas jo) Sd ~ sl a s¢> ge nS Gi Ob cae Cot A 
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that the father who disowns his children is not forgiven, in fact, he expressed 
his determination that he was not (like) those fathers who disassociate 
themselves from their disobedient children. In fact, he was saying that he 


would be kind and helpful to them, no matter what. 


Sarkar was very kind to his (spiritual) children (disciples). He was very 
forgiving, tolerant, generous and open-hearted. He used to love in ways that 
his disciples had no choice but to feel close to Sarkar. This was Sarkar’s style 


of education and training of his disciples. 


Every now and then, Sarkar used to give clear instructions to his (spiritual) 
children to pay due respect and reverence to all his contemporaries, Sufi 
Masters and other Sufis. He also implanted the fundamental idea in his 
disciples that, it doesn't matter who the person is; whether he is one of the 
pious Masters of the time or one of Sarkar’s contemporaries, the blessings 
come only from one’s own Master. He made this fundamental concept so 
strong and stable that none of Sarkar's disciples would ever turn to anyone 
except him, in pursuit of their needs and goals, nor bow down to anyone 


else. 


In this regard, I never found anyone lacking the belief of such a relationship 


with the Master and being continually blessed by him. In fact, it (turning to 
the Master for every need) is a distinguishing feature of the Yousufi Silsila. 
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All those, associated with this Silsilaj) whom I met, got to know, interacted 
with and assessed; I found that, regardless of their conduct, views on 
Spirituality, level of excellence and devotion, all were very steadfast in their 


relationship with their Master. 


Another beautiful aspect of Sarkar’s way of educating was that he 
encouraged to keep on strengthening the relationship with Allah SWT, with 
the Master as a Means (Visatat). Praise be to Allah SWT! In the Yousufi 
Silsila, I found among my Fellow Brothers, whom I met and whose sole 
desire was their Master and their Master only, that they were very steadfast 
in their relationship with Allah SWT. In fact, the ultimate goal of the Spiritual 


in the 





Journey (Salook) is to perceive Allah SWT and His Messenger eel 


personhood of the Sufi Master. Otherwise, it becomes worship of the 


individual. In other words, it becomes idolatry and polytheism. 


The reality is such that faith is not just the name of affirmation by the heart, 
it must be professed by the tongue. It is not enough to rely on the 
affirmation of the heart because only Allah SWT knows the secrets of the 
heart. Therefore, a verbal confession is obligatory. If a person keeps on 
affirming their faith millions of times, by heart and does not profess with the 
tongue, the person will not get the legal ruling (Fatwa) of being a Muslim, in 
Shariat. Now, when we reflect upon the idea of a verbal confession and move 


on to outward expression in actions; we realize that nurturing any belief, 
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love and connection in your heart is not enough. It (these emotions) must be 
expressed in some way. For example, in addition to keeping the love of Allah 
SWT in one's heart, it is also obligatory to express it by performing all kinds 
of acts of worship, spiritual and physical, including daily prayers, fasting, 
poor tax (Zakat), Hajj, recitation of the Holy Qur'an, Zikr, individual charity 
(Sadagah), community charity (Khairaat) and other related practices. So all 
this falls into the category of the profession by the tongue and leads to 


ultimate full realization. 


While keeping the love of Lord of the Two Realms (Honorable Prophet 
Muhammad ## 





) in the heart, it is necessary and obligatory to recite Darood 





Shareef. When hearing the name of Prophet Muhammad #81, to kiss the 


thumbs and put them over the eyes and to present oneself in Madinah 


Munawwarah to offer Salaam, in person, at the Grand Court of the 


Messenger of Allah él 





. All these actions comprise the definition of verbal 


confession. To consider Allah SWT as your Lord, in such a way that He (Allah 
SWT) becomes the Lord and Master of your being and thus completes the 
negation of the Self (Khudi Ki Nafi). It is not enough for one to (merely) 
conceptualize in one's heart the love of a Sage, a Dervish, a Saint, or a 
Righteous One but it is also obligatory to be initiated by a Master. So, the act 


of Initiation is a kind of confession by the tongue. 
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16. Need for a Master 


The need for a Master is indeed a very controversial subject. Among the 
Exoteric Religious Scholars, many have adopted the view that, after the 


and the 





sayings and the exemplary life of Allah’s very Last Messenger ae 


complete, clear guidance of the Holy Quran, there is absolutely no need of a 
Master for acquiring divine knowledge. In reality, because the Oneness of 
God depends on the essence and attributes of Allah SWT, to acquire that 
understanding is the most subtle and challenging, among all the branches of 


knowledge. 


Practically speaking, it is improbable, impossible and impractical to self- 
study and understand thoroughly the essential concepts of even subjects 
such as philosophy, mathematics and sciences without an expert guide. 
Everyone concurs that it is not possible to have an in-depth understanding 
of such subjects without expert teachers. So, how can the knowledge of 
complex subjects such as Attributes of Allah SWT and Tawheed be acquired 


without a teacher? 


That is why many Esoteric Religious Scholars consider it absolutely 
necessary that, in order to acquire this inner, spiritual knowledge, one needs 
a Master who has comprehended and achieved all the stations of Oneness of 


God and God's Gnosis (Irfan). Such a person is known as a Master. 
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Allah Almighty has fulfilled His promise which is known as the Eternal (dine ga « SS Yo e a celle ail AS mln peel fad ps a 
Covenant (Misaq-e-Azal). That is, He created all humanity from the dorsum wet ali — Cady o2 al Cy pea pS pir - a2 “yn — ali — ag 
of Hazrat Adam (AS) and asked them, collectively, onS Lyle 8 Gidl a e930) coils a GAS ES QLull ¢ 9 
“Am | t Lord?” « , es ” cy) 
m I not your Lor Se th 5 Lhe ope 

(Alastu bi Rabbikum) co. © an 


(Holy Quran, Surah Al-A'raf, Ayah 172) ae. an 


They all testified in unison, orS LS lal OS 9 Ob Se 2 Gs Jat LIS pals rx) 9 SG gag 
“But of course! You are indeed our Lord.” ae oy ke ae <3 a 
(Qaalu Balaa) (Yk 38) 


(Holy Quran, Surah Al-A'raf, Ayah 172) aed a 
CVVY Ah Calc 0 gun « y19) 


Since then Allah Almighty has been sending His Prophets, Messengers and |) gasxuca (sila! ol «Ly Unies 9S Golgwy yl cai oH celle Au): as 
the Holy Scriptures to remind people of this primal promise. He revealed the (54 (43 aise cial ls Ys aa S Gb Gh Ql -» 


Holy Books to his Prophets, from time to time, in order to clarify and to cual s ms Cin ga “as aul bYo 4 Ql Cg) BY) cal 9 Ue Ua -— 8 
enlighten the testimony of the Oneness and the Lordship of Allah SWT. eae Ut oo) Lia 4 Ui als aS 


Allah Almighty sent the Prophet of the End Times (Honorable Prophet ale gs GI§ 5) Us: Crgrue (ib tone G pos) QL IAI Qi SU 


) along with the Holy Quran which comprises of all the Li 4 Jju 3S ial bee Gas cali BY) gala cS Ctilace leas 





Muhammad #25 
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accurate versions of the previous Divine Scriptures and was revealed to Jac oo a (ga 


Sarkar Namah: Page Number 117 


Sarkar Muhammad été. He (Honorable Prophet Muhammad ee 





), through 


his Hadith and Sunnah, taught (everyone) of God's Lordship, God’s Oneness 
and God's Attributes. Thus, the divine promise has been fulfilled. 


Since no Prophet is to come after the Lord of the Two Realms (Honorable 





Prophet Muhammad tls), the great Scholars and the Masters assumed the 


responsibility of preaching and propagating both the outward and the 
inward dimensions of Islam. These enlightened individuals began to initiate 
people according to their respective Denominations and Sufi Orders. This 
process continues to this day except for a relatively small group that 


to be sufficient and 





considers the Holy Quran and the Prophetic Hadith ele 


do not subscribe to a need for Initiation. Ahl-e-Sunnah Wal-Jama’ah and the 
people of the Hanafi School of Figh support and adhere to Initiation. For this 


reason, the need for a Master continues. 


The doctrine of the Exoteric Scholars (Ulema-e-Zawahir) is that if 
Monotheism (Tawheed) and even within that, the right to being worshiped 
belongs only and only to Allah SWT, is understood, then that it is enough. 
The Esoteric Scholars (Ulema-e-Batin) believe that this concept of 
Monotheism (Tawheed) must be clear, for sure, but to gain Gnosis of Allah’s 
Self and His Attributes, it is not enough to consider Allah SWT as God only 


but also to believe in His Intent (Maqsood), His Omnipresence (Maujood) 
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and His Efficaciousness (Mo’assar). That is to say, that the teachings of the ‘y” _ a y-S0 Saal (vo 4. cilalLall ©) gus ols ‘One (a5, col gS | gus 
Exoteric Scholars (Ulema-e-Zawahir) find it sufficient to say the first part of . ae : : 
{3 utd GY A Sable 18 Ip 8 all) “al SI 

Kalima-e-Tayyiba, that is, “La Ilaha Illallah” (There’s no Lord except Allah (= = = ) — 
SWT; Holy Quran, Surah As-Saffat, Ayah 35) because it has the meaning of 


“La Mabood Illallah” (There is nothing to worship except Allah SWT). 


However, all the great Masheikh and Sufi Masters, on the other hand, take a2 _ d ga 5 Cpl — riil ralS al S| eld gue yl allac Zilive ala re 


the meaning of this part of Kalima Tayyiba to mean that: AS On a as 
1. “There is no Intended Objective except Allah SWT” : (La Magqsood IIlallah) (a SN d guaite Oe Ube Ipaite SF o5sle 5. ae 





2. “There is nothing Present (anywhere) except Allah SWT” : (La Maujood (ay A D529 a ae Ue 29e9 ( 56 nS) ye SF o5sle 5. al? _Y 


Illallah) 
a i _« . € , ¢ o, (29 
3. “There is nothing Efficacious except Allah SWT” : (La Mo’assar Illallah) (a\ A Dew Y) eg SE ae SF ode S ANY 
The emphasis here is on the two latter concepts, that is: s cl Un atilde Sall pd ge 52 5a 495 cdl) ee oe Ge or Ul O3! 


iA 
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@ “There is nothing Present (anywhere) except Allah SWT” : (La Maujood 
IIlallah) 


anid 


@ “There is nothing Efficacious except Allah SWT” : (La Mo’assar IIlallah) 


In the explanation of, “There is nothing Present (anywhere) except Allah 


SWT”: (La Maujood Illallah), there emerge two concepts: 


1. “The Unity of Existence” : (Wahdat al-Wujood) 
and 


2. “The Unity of Perception” : (Wahdat al-Shahood) 


In broad terms, we will say that the Unity of Existence is interpreted as “The 
Only One, Existing Everywhere” (Hama Oost) and the Unity of Perception 
refers to “Separation of Creator from All the Creation” (Hama-az-Oost). These 
two avenues of thought have been discussed at length and there is abundant 
literature on these topics. It is not our goal to preoccupy ourselves with this 
discussion here, in any substantive way. A large number of people of 
Chishtiyah and Qadriyah Sufi Orders and Religious Scholars of Ahl-e-Sunnah 
Wal-Jama’ah are adherents of the Unity of Existence (Wahdat al-Wujood). 
My Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) also held this view. Monotheism 
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integrated into Sarkar’s character, temperament, actions and discourses. | 


never found Sarkar devoid of this reality. Sarkar used to say that, 


“On this path, only those people succeed and prosper who have no ambition to 
become something great. Otherwise, they are slaves to lust and close to 


idolatry and polytheism.” 


Sarkar would often recite this couplet : 


To Mabaash Aslan, Kamal Een Nast Va Bas 
To Daru Gumm Sho, Visal Een Nast Va Bas 


(It’s Ideal That You Do Not Exist) 
(It’s Ideal That You're Lost In His Unity) 


In the Eternal Covenant (Misaq-e-Azal), it was established that our Lord is 
Allah SWT. That means that this existence is granted to us by Allah SWT. It’s 
a loan (Amanat, given by Him to keep under our care) to us from Allah SWT 
and we are not the owners of this existence. We made this pact with our 
Lord on the Day of Inception (Roz-e-Alahst). The biggest mistake we make 
after our physical birth is that we continue to usurp this existence in a 
variety of ways which is, in fact, the Trust of Allah SWT. Thus we continue to 


deviate from the reality of Allah SWT being the Lord and Master and we 
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engage in self-conceit and self-adulation. In other words, we engage 
ourselves in the types of acts due to which Satan was thrown out and 
became the biggest associationist (Mushrik, may Allah SWT protect mankind 
from such thoughts and actions). The lesson, in all this, is that our existence 
belongs to Allah SWT. He is the Creator and the Lord. We have no control 
over it, except for what He permits. This is a very difficult lesson to master 
on one's own. To this day, no better way has been found to keep focused on 


this key lesson, than taking Initiation with a Master. 


In the matter of teaching and learning, it is a fact that no subject can be 
learned and mastered without a qualified, expert subject matter teacher. So, 


the question arises. The knowledge of the Divine and the Sunnah of the 


Prophet #¢ 





which are much more important and the most revered of all 


subjects; how can it be achieved without a teacher? In order to understand 
Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) and religion, it is necessary to be a student of 
Exoteric Religious Scholars (Ulema-e-Zahir). In the same way, to understand 
the inner spiritual existence, an Esoteric Religious Scholar (Alim-e-Batin) is 
needed and he is known as (Master or) Guide of the Inner Path (Sheikh-e- 


Tariqat). 


No Prophet will come after the Lord of the Two Realms (Honorable Prophet 
Muhammad #2 





). So, the task of educating about Islam (Deen) has been 
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entrusted to the Religious Scholars of the Ummah. A blessed Hadith of the 





Lord of the Two Realms (Honorable Prophet Muhammad eee) states, “The 


Scholars of my Ummah are like the Prophets of Bani Israel.” 


Every Prophet is multi-faceted. One aspect is that of Prophethood 
(Nabuwat), by which he teaches people the commandments of Allah SWT 
and thus propagates Islam. Another facet is Sainthood (Wilayat), by which 
he receives revelations and commands from Allah SWT. So, for the 
development of the Prophetic aspect, the Exoteric Scholars, the Ulema, have 
assumed the responsibility. For the Saintship (Wilayah) dimension, the 
Esoteric Scholars, the Saints and the Sufi Masters (Masheikh) have become 
the qualified expert guides. So for one who wants to develop his inner-self to 
the highest potential, it is absolutely necessary, for him, to associate himself 


with a Master. 


Just, as from childhood to adulthood, parents and household elders play an 
important role in shaping the morals and habits of children and youth, 
similarly, the Master through his behavior and deeds, sets the best examples 
for his disciples. Experiencing this, the disciple comes to the realization that, 
in order to acquire functional expertise in small Arts and Crafts, it is not 
possible for one to be proficient, without an expert teacher. So, how would 
one be able, to travel the ever-challenging path of spiritual growth and be 
aware of the obstacles along the way? The Guide, that helps to navigate 


through this path, is called a Sheikh. One must be accompanied by someone 
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who is very knowledgeable about the journey and its different stages. AS (yjlLuil AS Qu ile Ga OL A -y —s on SoA Als ail 
id is someone who has already eens nue has sai this ia . Cj aul Sal cia as jglet a a gas yal eg eks Za ctl pS 
is common knowledge that a person's ego is immensely involved in his 3 cana: oot Sa _S Peace setae __ Gg Js) ot i< 


ZS JAS a8 oS oe WS & OS ob Bin US oe sl 


misguidance, leading him the wrong way and acting outside moral limits. 
Sometimes, the tricks and deceptions (of the untamed ego) are so twisted 
and complex that it is not possible to escape from them without a Perfect “oo? Use cst Us 


Master overseeing our vulnerabilities and guiding us along the way. 


Maulana Rum RA said, oS Ll 3 25) LY 9s 


Damane Oou Nafs Kush, Ra Sakht Geer Ss oe i ; 2 uae ‘sl opls 


Kill Your Ego, the Path Ahead is Difficult a at “ 


That is, without the association with a (Master or) Guide of the Inner Path — _y) pa — ginal 5 Xs Cray yb ee cos ps (gies 
(Sheikh-e-Tarigat), spiritual achievement is extremely difficult, virtually : 


impossible. 
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17. Essence of the Master 


Maulana Rum RA has said, 


Ismillah Baang Hasto Ya Sada 


Bey Musamma Ism Ki'ye Bashad Rawa 


(Calling Out Name of Allah SWT Continuously) 


(How Can a Name Remain Valid Without Its Essence?) 


When we call someone out loud or think of someone or something in our 
mind; as soon as it is done, either the person or the object, if it exists, is in 
front of our eyes, or if it is absent, its image comes into our mind. For 
example, if Zaid is not present and we think about Zaid, his clear image will 
come to our mind. When we say Allah Almighty, however, there is nothing 
but ambiguity or an imaginary concept of essence and attributes that comes 
into our minds. Whatever is imagined is our own creation and definitely isn’t 
Allah SWT. Instead of Him being our Creator, we become the creators 
ourselves (of this imaginary God). It means that we have imagined our own 
Creator, using our own faculties and begun to worship it, that is, our created 


imaginary God(s). 


Ges Gla VV 
oS Un ale 98 4 5) LY 5 


(luo ge) 29 b cg pb & ail) 


(S\ye le awS F ol pe pb) 


S eS ool coe Of GE old op ADU S OS a oe Ge 
a Jol un il al IS Ge ll sf cone SUS GY Be ol Un AUIS 
Ge oligs tals ES 4 555) 53 23 2 5a5e OS! Geog Si a gil LS 
She - 3 csilal Ups 5 eat 2 pla GS 4p ) Gn Sul gi ile SIL 
9 DNS Sj shi I ab IS a) Ue Jo 2 a 55! sO sae UD 
ai) ar a OSG) LS pil) Gls Ghe Jb Us od 2 le GO) pe 
- Ul Usd 28 55! ES all Ale Un oeet ce oly GI si cup pS 
p98 Vii pg | es yh Soe IS Cl gS yet Ne Rd sen ls 
Ol lg Ad cee GI digg A ail og ie UT Dla 2 la og cs 
cot 9 98 GME A i at ot «oS gp ah op BE ES (108 ths) 

sled ILS hey 2S 8 Uti Sul 55! ba US lay 


Sarkar Namah: Page Number 125 


Faqeeha Daftare Raami Purtunad 
Haram Jo Yaa Dare Raami Purtunad 
Bey Afkan Pardah Ta Maloom Gardad 


Keh Yaraa Digare Raami Purtunad 


(Scholars are Worshipping the Books.) 
(Sanctuary Seeker is Worshipping Its Doorway.) 
(When the Veil was Lifted, It Was Found,) 

(It Was the Beloved That Was Worshiped Everywhere.) 


The fact is that: 


® He is: The First, The Last, The Manifest and The Inherent 
(Huwal-Awwal, Huwal-'Akhiru, Huwadh-Dhaahir, Huwal-Baatin - Holy 
Quran, Surah Al-Hadeed, Ayah 3) 


@ Wherever You Turn, You Will Find the Face of Allah SWT 
(Fa Ainama Tuwallu Fathamma Wajhullah - Holy Quran, Surah Al- 
Bagarah, Ayah 115) 


@ There is No Power, Nor Strength, Except with Allah SWT 
(La Hawla Wala Quwwata Illa Billah - Holy Quran, Surah Al-Kahf, Ayah 
39) 


@ Allah SWT is the Divine Light of the Heavens and the Earth 
(Allahu Nur-us-Samawa-ti-Wal Ard - Quran, Surah An-Nur, Ayah 35) 
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These and very many other Holy Quranic verses, Hadith Qudsi and other Cuas 4) carle (gain 4) eee Cuda) ol Prean lf Us!» 5! 
blessed Hadiths are in unanimous agreement about the Unity of Creation. 1 « S ul oasis kd = Cut 4 9a si Cras g Paine: — rS_jls 
Meaning, there is nothing in existence, (past or present), except Allah SWT. ,S-a cl Ga OM - a AlAs SA 9S (Ux Jie ial) Caras) 
It is also true that Allah SWT encompasses and envelopes the whole. abe De GUS alot Ge Glare 5 Gla Cul aul AS — & 23) ZS 


universe in His Essence and Attributes. 


Wa Huwa Bi-Kulli Shay-‘in Muheet Less seat “Ke ce 


(a dete OS te 2 29 o9)) 
(O¥ rth} pes Lai 0) gw U3) 


(And He Completely Encompasses Everything.) 
(Holy Quran, Surah Fussilat, Ayah 54) 


Nothing encompasses it; not any being, intellect or knowledge! On the AS Ai Jae 38 Ai cdeay JS A ‘2 UA Jorn’ ps el jie SS 6 
contrary Allah SWT Himself, envelopes everything. We can neither point at » jL&) Wa pk 8 Cys iuS BAD aot Jaxx’ oy js py ail aga AKL! alc 


Him in any direction, nor limit Him to any being. His existence cannot be 4 9) -On Ne OS rgtee Cpe Deeg eS AD ol tO ai JS 
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(Unveiled, as He is Manifested, in Every Particle.) 
(But Veiled, Such That His Face Remains Unseen.) 


In all Sufi Schools of Thought, the highest manifestation of the Almighty has § Gla .S an Al yee Ss aes rae Bpd es a aes 
been confirmed to be that of the Master. Therefore, going forward with the «¢ 45: —ignau olia Qe (ail 8 clit) Ga Id S ars Oral LS La 518 
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premise of the Master as one who has attained Union with Allah SWT (Fana- (ysl _) 9) -Lile yg) clita clila SS agay —S Ard Ur od oA 8 Gils 
fi-Allah); one has to perceive, identify and acknowledge every particle of the WS Ul Gale o pea IS a 9) Wie a = a yb 
Universe as being part of the Master’s presence. Then, this statement of 


Maulana Rumi RA rings true: 


Bey Musamma Ism Ki’ye Bashad Rawa hag dull 8. al pane 
How Cana Name Remain Valid Without Its Essence? ro  ..Ne 
, (Sly gle aS S Jeol pa ob) 


There are two possible forms of this realization of the essence of the Master. Ula eS WS Gb cpl — lic] a alc S -on US Y ce SS Ul 55 
It may be simply knowing it, intellectually, as a matter of knowledge, atleast glia (yrs ld (S a — Gla ul a ” SUL eG lb JE A Oe 5) 
to start with and then the disciple proceeds on to achieve the final form of : = z 


annihilation (Fana) from his own being to that of the Master. 


As a matter of knowledge, comprehension can be obtained from books. To -— le i» deeb Ce — Ux ots gf Ua eS — juice! ale 
achieve the Union itself, however, a Master is needed for this to happen. (jx a — ew Bt -— 1) 5 2 nes ew ys ab z Jl A oe 
Without a Master, no one has ever achieved Union with Allah SWT (Fana-fi- Gia)! - = LiSau 8 Chalk 4 yg) LS Quel a aah A (ail sd eis) 
Allah) and it can never happen. When this spiritual state is established, the _, 4| ly) on cols Aga 9 (2358 Ll (Sas yh Oe a Gla 9G jl dla 
disciple has no existence of his own, except in the being of his Master. (In the TS 93 8 Cyne Gd 8 FL og 


progression of Union with the Divine:) 


@ At first, the disciple Unites with his Master (Fana-fi-Sheikh), cual cs Lis —n e 


® Then progresses further from there to the level of the Union with the <>* a gs J Il ist U8 De gy AS LA by ole 











Prophet eee (Fana-fi-Rasul), oa 
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@ Ultimately he unites with the Divine Essence and travels through 


various stages of Union with Allah SWT (Fana-fi-Allah), 


® Immortality with Allah SWT (Baqa-bi-Allah). 


This, in fact, is the actual, high and lofty position of the Master. Otherwise, 
before that, a person is only involved in idolatry and imaginary romance. 


So far, the ranks of the Master and the disciple have been described in 
general, for an overall understanding. Our aim is to now describe, 
specifically, Sarkar’s actions and character. For that, we have to focus on his 
teachings and instances which are essential to get to know the need for the 
Master and his Essence, which is at the center of Tasawwuf. The beauty and 


qualities of my Sarkar will be illustrated by the following examples: 


Sarkar Baba Yousuf Shah RA received his early education from an exemplary 
and a great teacher who was, on the one hand, a great Religious Scholar and 
on the other hand, a distinguished and authoritative Master of the Qadriyah 


Silsila. This teacher had an immense love for the Lord of the Two Realms 





(Honorable Prophet Muhammad ls). The Scholars, of all Schools of 


Thought, remember him by the title of Aala Hazrat RA (not to be confused 
with our Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA). Who has not heard the name of Hazrat 


Ahmad Raza Khan Barelvi RA? Of course, he held a prominent, very high and 
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unique position in Hindustan among the great Masters, scholars and lovers 


of the Prophet #2: 





. So, definitively, Hazrat Baba Yousuf Shah RA received 


quality exoteric and esoteric spiritual knowledge from such a high-ranking 
and esteemed teacher. Moreover, would it ever be possible to receive such a 
supreme education without also receiving spiritual graces and blessings 


(rhetorical question)? 


In addition to this, during his student days, Sarkar had a great love for 
Hazrat Shah Niaz Ahmad Barelvi's RA Sajjada-Nasheen (Keeper of the 
Shrine), Siraj-as-Salikeen (Lightsource of the Mystics) Hazrat Nanne Mian 
Shah Sahib RA, who was staying at the Dargah in Bareli Shareef. So, Sarkar 
(Yousuf Shah Baba RA) had his company and access to the spiritual 
knowledge of Hazrat Nanne Mian Sahib RA who was a very well-established 


and famous Master of his time. 


After completing this educational phase, Sarkar addressed a large number of 
gatherings for Zikr and Milad, delivered speeches and thus expanded his 
spiritual knowledge through teaching others. He achieved unprecedented 
popularity for his speeches and discourses. His Grace received invitations 
from all over Hindustan, with a growing reputation as a Learned Scholar 
(Aalim). If it is said that His Grace’s (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) studies 
and completion of practical know-how of spiritual knowledge were fully 


achieved, it will be in accordance with the truth. 
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Having reached the pinnacle of his religious knowledge, His Grace 
undertook Initiation from Hazrat Sufi Abdul Hakim Shah Sahib RA, who was 
the authorized deputy (Khalifa) of Hazrat Talib Hussein Shah RA, who was 
(further) deputy of Shah Mujeeb Qadri, Chishti, Sabri RA. Since his spiritual 
foundation was strong, solid and substantial, Sarkar completed all the 
phases of spiritual sobriety within a short span of time and His Grace 
achieved Union with his Master (Fana-fi-Sheikh). After receiving the 
Certificate of Khilafat, he was sent, by his Master (Hazrat Sufi Abdul Hakim 
Shah Sahib RA), to the illustrious court of Hazrat Baba Tajuddin (May Allah 
SWT Reveal Ever Greater Secrets to Him). There, he had such enlightening 
experiences of both Spiritual Ecstasy (Jazb) and Spiritual Sobriety (Salook). 
These experiences resulted in achieving Fana-fi-Rasul and Fana-fi-Allah 


without any delay. 


With Baba Sahib’s (Sarkar Tajuddin Baba RA) permission, a series of 
Initiations of people into the Silsila started throughout the length and 
breadth of Hindustan. All the exoteric and esoteric perfections that were 
needed to bring his (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) disciples to their highest 
Spiritual station were within Sarkar’s (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) reach. The 
disciples, therefore, found such a perfect Master that the people who joined 
the Yousufi Silsila did not feel any need to reach out to any other Master for 
their exoteric and esoteric wants and needs. Just association with Sarkar 


was enough to achieve everything. 


“Alhamdo'Lillah! (All Praise is Allah’s)” 
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18. Patience and Reliance (on Allah Alone) 


Prior to the birth of Syed Aftab Karim (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA’s son), 
also known as Kallu Pasha, His Grace had three male children who died, one 
after the other, at very young ages. The patience and acceptance of the Will 
of Allah SWT that Sarkar demonstrated on the death of these children 


astonished his friends, relatives and acquaintances. 


The number of disciples was very high and offerings (gifts of homage, 
Nazrana) kept coming in large sums. Sarkar was not at all inclined towards 
these offerings and would quietly distribute them to the needy, within and 
outside of the Silsila. He never let any funds accumulate for future needs. 
Innumerable new clothes were also offered to him, as gifts. He would select 
the simplest attire and never kept more than 4 or 5 sets, in total, of everyday 
use clothes. He distributed the rest among the poor and the underprivileged. 
The more poverty-stricken the disciple was, the more kindness and 
consideration he showered upon such (disciples). He never let anyone feel 
that there was any special treatment for the rich and another for the poor. 


Equal, respectful treatment for one and all was always the way. 


Disciples who were obviously inclined towards materialism, whenever they 
mentioned their financial issues; Sarkar would, in the most loving and 


compassionate way, teach them patience and trust in Allah SWT. He would 
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make great efforts to help the disciples to not let their earnings and 
livelihood be a source of worry and distress. Instead, the disciples would 
begin to view their problems with equanimity, patience, peace and being 
steadfast in accepting the Will of Allah SWT. In this, Sarkar’s own 
temperament was so very helpful to assist his disciples in changing their 
outlook. It became possible and easier for them to practice patience and 
contentment. This applied especially to the extremely difficult periods 
during which, to tread steadfastly on the spiritual path that appeared 


virtually impossible, became feasible and easy. 


Whenever out of an abundance of love and devotion, Sarkar’s most poor and 
needy disciples offered some money as a gift; Sarkar would often accept only 


Rs. 2 and return the rest. He would say, 


“This is for the food and other expenses of your children. Keep in mind that 


family responsibility is also obligatory on you.” 


When Nawab Sahib Chhatari arrived in Hyderabad as the Minister to Nawab 
of Hyderabad of Deccan, he (Nawab Chhatari) sent a letter to Sarkar (Yousuf 
Shah Baba RA) requesting him (Sarkar) to accept a Rs. 500 monthly stipend 
as a tribute, from the treasury of Nawab of Hyderabad of Deccan. 
Coincidentally, at the time this letter came, I was with Sarkar in Ajmer 


Shareef. Sarkar asked me to read the letter and to write the response. In the 
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response, Sarkar offered many prayers (Dua) for Nawab Sahib Chhatari and 1 93 (ys LA Cpl Ll S at me oe Gl se ogl US S —* 5 
Nawab of Hyderabad of Deccan. He also wrote, conil gS Gute s Gols Gy 3S GS sbljas Gls os! Golige Gale 


oS LK 8 OY Ge 3 os os! 
“You and Nawab of Hyderabad of Deccan, have both already received much ‘Sl Bae wl Kick 8 Saas aS Sie: ols rr cor 
spiritual reward and blessings (Savaab) for your sincere intentions. The a, : ZA 
inability to accept such a stipend, as a tribute, is firmly rooted in the absolute S LIS F. 4 os ee a 2 mas Sx 29' G3 
commitment not to live the life of a Tribute Collector. This Faqeer has been a Sle 33) ‘A. 4S Ig b> 5 a ol s 88 - Ue te J 


given everything needed, by Allah SWT and our greatest wealth is acceptance, a are ee, | 8 7 gt nC Re) rs s ees Be Cees 
wholeheartedly, of the Divine Will which cannot be undermined at any cost.” 


In any case, seeing his (Nawab Sahib Chhatari) spirit of service, I (Sarkar (ys 8 g8a3 98 Gadi mde Cul US (Golige Gals CI 5) cs Sl 
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19. Acceptance and Surrender (to Allah’s Will) 


The celestial events, worldly affairs, hardships, grief and pain often provide 
the opportunity for complaints, criticisms or religious verdicts (Fatwa). 
These reactions can be about good and evil that are declared and often 
blame is imposed on one or another. When one's critical reaction seizes 
from all such matters, that’s when one enters (begins) the stage of 
acceptance of the Divine Will. If there is even the smallest passing criticism 
of any worldly or universal affair, it goes against the Divine Will. Using the 
intellect to realize the importance of the acceptance of the divine decree and 
then steadfast perseverance is a commendable and rewarding achievement. 
Just saying that we have accepted Allah's Will and that we have achieved the 
state of acceptance isn’t enough. When this inner resolve is definitively 
established, its sign of an ever-present feeling of joy and inner peace, 


become visible. 


Now that I am refreshing my memories of Sarkar's courteous manners and 
his inherent nature, I am able to vividly visualize that whenever I witnessed 
Sarkar in the most difficult and perplexing of circumstances, I found him to 
be very content and happy. Sarkar, himself, used to mention a letter, over 
and over, which Hazrat Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki RA, after he had 
become famous and very widely renowned, received from Hazrat Ghareeb 


Nawaz RA, (Hazrat Qutbuddin RA’s Sufi Master) in which he wrote, 
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“Baba Qutb, worship your Lord, in such a way that He may be satisfied with 


y 


you. 


One would think that this would be one of the standard instructions that Sufi 
Masters would often give to all their disciples. In the case of Hazrat Khwaja 
Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki RA (however, this was not so). He had achieved 
all the success, with distinction, in areas of divine worship, spiritual and 
worldly matters as well as the Seal of Authority to guide others. For him 
(Hazrat Khawaja Qutubuddin Bakhtiar Kaki RA), receiving this guidance 
from his Sufi Master, caused him considerable concern. It led him to do a 
thorough re-examination. He carefully scrutinized his ways of worship as 
well as his worldly matters to see where there were any shortcomings. 
When nothing lacking was found in these endeavors, he sent a request to his 


Sufi Master (Hazrat Khwaja Ghareeb Nawaz RA) asking: 


“Your Grace, please help me and guide me ona way of worship by which Allah 


SWT will be satisfied with me.” 


Hazrat Ghareeb Nawaz RA replied to Hazrat Khwaja Qutbuddin Kaki RA: 


“Baba Qutb, this desired worship will be obtained by you paying attention to 
these three things: 
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1. Take care of the needy as much as possible. 
2. Cover people's flaws. 


3. Refrain from any criticism of all that is the Creation.” 


The contents of this letter prove that the goal of acceptance of Allah’s Will is 
not achieved until a person annihilates his own existence in the existence of 
Truth. Until then, acceptance of Allah’s Will is just a verbal act. When 
Sarkar’s life is examined in the light of this perspective, many interesting 
incidents come to light. In case of any trouble or tragedy, Sarkar would 
express a degree of concern but he would also explain immediately to those 
present that he was accepting the Divine Will, totally and without any 


reservation, whatsoever. 


I experienced this for myself on an occasion when I was with Sarkar in 
Ajmer Shareef. The Grocer who used to provide groceries, on loan, to Sarkar, 
refused to do so any longer. There was nothing in the house but hunger. We 
saw Sarkar as usual, satisfied and happy like any other time. He used to 


console me and his other children (disciples) that, 
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“Allah SWT is the Provider. He will send the destined provisions to us, 


whenever He wills.” 


After about a day and a half of hunger, in the afternoon, a tray of Biryani and 
Saffron Sweet Rice (Zarda) came from (one of the) Sahibzada's houses. It 
was specially prepared food for a celebratory occasion. On the latter part of 
the same day, a money order of Rs. 500 came from Kathiawar, all of which 


was paid to the Grocer and the groceries became available again. 


After a great many prayers, three male children that were born to Sarkar, all 
of whom passed away, one after another, at a young age. Even in such grief 
stricken situations, the recognition and acceptance of Divine Will shown by 


Sarkar were exemplary and not an act of any ordinary person. 


Disciples used to come to Sarkar, from time to time, to express their 
concerns and worries. Sarkar’s replies, along with the prayers and the 
possible solutions for their troubles, would also remind them that servitude 


is another name for submission and acceptance of the Divine Will. 
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20. Temperament 


One of the many exceptional achievements that I noted about Sarkar was 
that first he completed his exoteric religious education, with distinction, 
under the supervision of an acknowledged master teacher, Hazrat Ahmad 
Raza Khan Barelvi RA. Then he achieved the highest spiritual stations under 
the tutelage of Hazrat Sufi Abdul Hakim Shah Sahib RA and later under the 
guidance of Hazrat Baba Tajuddin RA. This, exoteric and esoteric training 
made Sarkar’s character and personality very special and versatile. When he 
was in the company of worldly people, his discussion of local and global 
affairs would be impressively comprehensive, concise and ever so complete. 
The audience would concede that he had a very thorough and in-depth 
understanding of the political, social, professional and religious issues being 
considered. If there were arts and poetry gatherings, the literary crowd 


present would consider Sarkar to be an accomplished artist and a great poet. 


If the audience was of Westernized youth, he would talk according to their 
temperaments, to children as if he was a child and similarly to the elders (of 
their interests), to each age group at their own level. In short, there was such 
comprehensiveness in Sarkar’s knowledge, nature and personality that amid 
any sector: social, professional or ideological, he would talk to them 
according to their interests and pre-occupations, regardless of whether they 


were devout or secular. All would be influenced by his charming personality 
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and would want to meet him again and again. Some even joined the Silsila, 


including many Hindus and Shias. 


In the family homes that he would visit, the children would gather around 
Sarkar excitedly, full of admiration. Sarkar's nature was such because Allah 
SWT had endowed him with such an immense treasure of love, compassion 
and mercy that, if we look for other examples of the Masters and Sufis of that 
time, Sarkar would be unique in his glory. Along with this bounty, Allah 
Almighty had also blessed him with great spiritual maturity to the point of 
being miraculous. As an example, I will narrate an incident that took place at 
the annual gathering of the Giarveem Shareef (11 Rabbi-us-Sani, Urs of 
Barde Pir Sahib, Ghous Pak RA) in Fargqabad Shareef. When Sarkar was 
leading the Friday prayers in the Khangah Mujibiyah and delivering the 
sermon, it had such a powerful and moving effect that most people were 


overcome with tears. I, myself, later heard people say that it was as if a 





sermon was being heard during the time of the Prophet ae, 


His Grace had a highly refined taste for music. Hindustan's (Old name for 
India) greatest Qawwal, classical music Maestros and female vocalists, all 
considered Sarkar to be an accomplished and discerning artist. They were 
proud that “we made His Grace happy with our art.” When they talked 
amongst themselves, they would say that this is the only Sufi Dervish, to 


whom we have to present our art of the highest, impeccable quality, with 
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due respect. 


In Tasawwuf and Monotheism (Tawheed), the great Sufi Masters of the time 
held Sarkar in high esteem and reverence. Men like Maulavi Abdul Salam RA, 
a Qalandar and a Dervish, used to kiss Sarkar’s feet openly in front of 


crowds. He used to say aloud, 


“This forehead, which has never bowed before even the greatest of dervishes, 


enjoys bowing at his (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) feet.” 


In this regard, it is also worth mentioning that on the occasion of the Urs of 
Sultan-ul-Masheikh Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya RA, Hazrat Maulavi Abdul 
Salam Sahib RA was giving the keynote speech. He said, in honor of Hazrat 


Ameer Khusrau RA, 


“Now where would lovers like Hazrat Ameer Khusrau RA be born (meaning, 
such lovers are not found nowadays)? Khusrau was the only one born as such 


and now no other such as Khusrau will ever be born.” 


While Maulavi Abdul Salam Sahib RA was delivering this speech, I (Sarkar 
Aala Hazrat RA) noticed that Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) was in a state 
(Kefiyat) that only appeared when he did not like something happening. 
When Maulavi Abdul Salam Sahib RA concluded his speech, Sarkar 
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addressed the assembly and said, orS Loe yf ah jg) LG Gye gana me 


“Maulavi Sahib, have you said all that you had to say?” *S\3 LS ge Ss Wye i eels oie 
Maulavi Abdul Salam RA recognized the voice, looked at Sarkar and said, clyle 8 OS e509 Ca ob CS ) pes 5) S Glee SIs) — Crslua aruullase 6 9 9 
“Yes, Your Grace.” pe a> a 
Sarkar then said, (LS be A Ke 
“Maulavi Sahib, how can you say that Khusrau was one of a kind and now none | or 99) ates) Seg ly Po pe asi ad S bles iS 2 = SI ¢ cele Sage” 


like Khusrau will ever be born again? We declare that as many Nizams (double as abs Coles « «gee 99) alls se Sees x . ~ 15 4 Ure lag 2 Bp 


meaning read below*) there will be, that’s how many Khusrau there will also be.” 


rth sad fant Uk 


* . P . . “ ” ce 3 cc Ls 
(*Explanation: Nizam is also a synonym for “Order”. and Khusrau or Ks SS” #8 Urs : Ly s 43 a Bal jus o ” pli tole, Lo. *) 
Khusravan is also a synonym for “Ruler.” Yousuf Shah Baba RA did not mean lds yell alls S\g oy | \ F ( a Sis) e ib Av os L4a\ jie 


that Nizamuddin Auliya RA and Ameer Khusrau RA will be re-incarnated in 
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administer this Divine Order. In this situation, Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA 
could not sit idle and listen to (although honorable and respectful but) an 


incorrect statement. Sarkar’s silence would have created an incorrect 
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precedence for all the attendees. In fact, he was the Khusrau of his time.) 


At this, the whole crowd said out loud, “Subhan’Allah! (Allah SWT is 
Perfect)” and other ovations, in Sarkar’s honor. Maulavi Abdul Salam RA 
came down from the stage and kissed Sarkar’s feet. After that, Hazrat 


Maulavi Abdul Salam RA acknowledged to the crowd, 


“Your Grace is absolutely right, I stand corrected.” 


Once upon a time, some famous Masters of Hindustan, including Maulavi 
Abdul Salam Sahib RA, Maulana Abdul Qadir Sahib RA, Pir Ji Abdul Rashid 
Sahib Panipati RA, Sajjada Sahib RA of Phulwari Shareef, Pir Ji Mirza Anwar 
Zaman Ali RA and a few others were gathered together. They were all 
discussing the scholarly virtues of a famous Religious Scholar of that time. 
Everyone was acknowledging his expertise and said words of praise about 
him one by one but Sarkar remained silent during the conversation as if he 
was indifferent to it. Maulavi Abdul Qadir RA, who was a very happy-go- 


lucky, cheerful, good-humored Sufi, deliberately teased Sarkar and said, 


“You didn’t say anything, Your Grace?” 


Sarkar asked, 
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“About whom?” “S oyus 2b “er 


Maulana named the Religious Scholar he was referring to. Sarkar asked ina Cul, es LS ps Ls ali ke Ls >» J LS Ya eQypa alle ll — LY 50 
very cursory manner whether he (the Religious Scholar) was even literate. _ 1 AN = 5 FESS (39 alle ° 3) LS AS leas Ope 5h Goes 


Maulana Abdul Qadir understood the matter and he replied, CaS Lil ga = sail BY) —S gnaw GL Jolallace LY go fon 
“Your Grace, what is the definition of literacy in your opinion?” Oe ssa Co at Ka¥ oe sige 
Sarkar said, oAS US Moe pp IS ps 
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literate, all others are ignorant.” 


All the attendees very much appreciated this statement and agreed with the (yl ) gl ox CaS cys yp slat ol = WS pe role Cy pela ali 
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intended meaning, himself. 


For example, when I was on my official secret Government mission, I could 
not write to Sarkar in an open, transparent manner. When I wrote a letter 
from Shimla, I hinted that it was in the interest of my future career to resign 
from my post and join the U.K.C.C. (United Kingdom Commercial 
Corporation) in Zahedan, Iran as a transfer officer which would increase my 


salary six fold. Sarkar replied, 


“Today's egg is better than tomorrow's hen.” 


After I considered the message, I understood the meaning of what Sarkar 
was saying but it could not be implemented because my job would be in 


jeopardy. 


The message, however, was clear. Later when I was in Iran, the (Indo-Pak) 
Partition took place. From there, I left for Pakistan and in September 1947, | 
reported to G.H.Q. (General Headquarters), Rawalpindi. The Government of 
Pakistan offered me my post but I could not tell them about going on that 
secret mission. So, they recorded a break of 3 months and 24 days in my 


service. As a result, I had to bear the loss of Rs. 347 per month, in my 
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pension from retirement till today. I don’t know how long I will have to 


suffer this loss. 


The second example is also related to me. While visiting the shrine of Kalki 
Sahib RA in Kalyar Shareef, Sarkar turned around, slapped me on the back, 


angrily, and said, 


“You don't show respect for the garb (clothes)?” 


At that moment, my foot was on a dirty piece of cloth, lying on the ground. I 
thought maybe I shouldn’t even put my feet on such cloth pieces lying on the 
ground. I slowed down and got left far behind while avoiding these cloth 


pieces. Sarkar went ahead and told me, 


“Come On! Run over here.” 


So, I thought to myself that I had wrongly interpreted the first issue. On our 
way back from the shrine when I reached a certain spot, I realized what 


Sarkar’s statement was referring to when he had said, 


“You do not show respect for the garb” 
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It so happened that a young Dervish, dressed in a Sabri-colored sarong ¢ alia ) ql (8 D3) stat S34) og pilue jing a Sul 0S yt | gs 
(Tahmad), Kurta shirt and a headwrap, was constantly staring at a pretty . ee et 3 968 aske gS CS Glgaigh Cy ger gd Sal Cy pile Cpe 
young girl, so much so that people gathered around him, yet he was not es a Un pai peat >9 )3l (8 53 aaa ci > _ fa pis Ula 
taking his eyes off the girl. Wherever the girl went, he followed her, at a hal eas — sal beeila oS Dae og) ce —4 at U4 2 
distance. I thought to myself, “nS La pe Ue Ja i! 23 Ue - 5 its Ja gal LS iil s 


“Look, he is wearing Dervish clothing and there is the shrine of Sabir Sahib RA, d4>9l So) oe hye tele yuo x a LS, 4 gilt Bias 40" 


yet he is doing such a lewd act.” « 3 , 
~ ee ee ye Som ody gt 
So, I understood what Sarkar meant by disrespecting the garb (clothes). -_— | ” Us — ial = Us x8 rs ul Us gee 
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21. Tajabad Shareef 


In Tajabad Shareef, Sarkar owned a mat and two bamboo huts. One of these 
huts was bigger and had two parts. In one part was Sarkar’s residence and in 


the other part lived the Aunt of our Dearest Mother (Amma Ji Sahiba RA, 
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hundred steps away from the residence hut, was used as a guest house. It 


consisted of: 


@ (2) Mats 

@ (2) Pillows 

@ (1) Stool 

@ (1) Water Pitcher 


@ and (1) Steel Drinking Bowl to drink water. 


Somehow, Allah SWT made it adequate for all the guests. 
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common practice. Only those who have stayed there would know the joys 
and bliss of such a stay. I have experienced this happiness a few times, 
including a 3.5 month stay at one time. The life of Tajabad Shareef was very 
different from the life when Sarkar used to stay with his followers in Ajmer 


Shareef or other places. 


The distinguishing feature of Tajabad Shareef was that Sarkar’s entire time 
there, was spent as a Fageer and a Dervish. This simplicity was evident, not 
just in the way His Grace carried himself, not only in his dress but also in his 
reduction of food, increased night vigils and speaking less. For the food, it 
was usually lentils and rice, soup with flat-bread once a week. Another 
significant change was that when Sarkar’s devotees and disciples who had 
come to seek supplications for their spiritual and worldly needs, Sarkar 


would often say to them, 


“I will present your request to Baba Sahib. When you go into his presence 


yourself, you too should tell him about your needs and difficulties.” 


In Tajabad, in either 1937 or 1938, I had the opportunity to stay for over 3 
consecutive months. Here, I would like to describe, for the interest of the 
readers, Sarkar’s daily routine, the distinctive and significant differences 


that I noted during his stay in Tajabad Shareef, in comparison to other 
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places. 


It almost seemed as if Sarkar was deliberately avoiding the fame of being a Sufi 
Master and a Noble Dignitary. He considered Himself as an ordinary attendant 
at the court of Tajuddin Baba RA. If anyone in his company ever mentioned 
something about His Grace’s miracles, he would dislike that; almost to the 
point of behaving as if he’s unaware of such things. In Tajabad Shareef, he also 
avoided scholarly discourses about Tarigat and Tasawwuf which were favorite 
topics for daily discussions in other places. His Grace used to exchange ideas, 
mostly about the social and personal affairs of the people living in Tajabad 
Shareef, especially during the time of Baba Sahib RA. He would never make a 
show of his own glory or privilege among his Fellow Brothers and if any of 
them ever showed special honor towards him (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA), 
Sarkar would discourage it. Sarkar preferred to stay, mostly in Tajabad 
Shareef. He rarely accepted any invitations to Qawwali gatherings or other 
events of Nagpur City. If he did attend, he would stay there for the minimum 
possible time. His close disciples and friends who were also His Grace’s guests, 
from time to time, in Tajabad Shareef knew that Sarkar paid more attention to 


and engagement towards Baba Sahib RA. 


There was also a norm that, in daily affairs, if any of the Fellow Brothers 
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presented any saying or deed of Baba Sahib RA, either incorrect or 
misunderstood, as being factual and even when Sarkar’s personal 
knowledge and observation contradicted it, Sarkar never pointed out that it 


was misunderstood, incorrect or that it was untrue. Rather, he would say, 


“If Baba Sahib had given such an instruction, or if it had happened in the way 


you are saying, then I will accept it.” 


All the Fellow Brothers in Tajabad Shareef treated Sarkar with great respect, 
dignity and valued his opinion. If any Fellow Brother ever expressed pride 
that they were all followers of the same Sufi Master, Sarkar would be very 
pleased, appreciative and would encourage this spirit. His Grace would take 
an interest in all that was happening within the community as well. All his 
efforts were geared towards being loving to everyone, as well as being of 
service to them. Treating people with kindness had become Sarkar’s life 


goal. 


Sarkar used to pay homage and respect to all his Fellow Brothers who were 
also the Heads of their own respective Sufi Orders (Silsila). He used to treat 
their disciples and followers with great compassion as an elder and teach 


them especially about the importance of Tajiyah Silsila. There were many 
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instances where his Taji Fellow Brothers sent their special disciples for .S (yas yo (pea guade din oH ee tle oy al — al nS cnet 
education and training to Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA). Sarkar treated oo rd yg) -LlseS) Gy op) Gye Cuore CS (Wu old Cau 33) Sp 


them in such a way that any observer would feel that they were disciples of NS ps pve ye pita og nS — Ca) sl — Ca 5g asked = on os oo 


Sarkar himself. Mow na SUS Cres Ge 2 sls HS te Se ES 
U8 4 i 2S 
The essence of Sarkar’s Nagpur life can be summarized with this verse, SIX a BY) gala pes 1S <5 pes Brese ces Sa TY gS jus a 


AS 5: Ga ge S$ LE) Gal gf ils LS Uh 


“Ashaddu Hubbal Lillah” Ya eeu 
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Hol ran, Surah Al-B h, Ayah 165 a ~. 
(Holy Quran, Sura aqarah, Aya ) (\Fd 4) co saad bye 3h) 
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22. Ajmer Shareef 


Believe it or not, Ajmer Shareef is the spiritual center of Indo-Pak, for sure. 
Even today, Ajmer Shareef is full of Spiritual Dignitaries, Sufi Masters, 
Eminent Sufis and adherents of various Sufi Paths, in throngs. (Those that 
are) the topmost in spirituality, like the very Top Divisions of Vanguards of 
the Palm Groves of Madinah (Nakhle Bustane Madinah), are found in Ajmer 
City and the Venerable Dargah (Dargahe Muaala). Wherever you look, they 
can be seen engaged in their own spiritual practices. In this great place of 
beauty and love, they are immersed in the remembrance and contemplation 


of Allah SWT and His Messenger #£. 





Some readers may have experienced this reality first hand. For others, this 
preamble may seem unnecessary but I (Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA) have 
included it for a special purpose. This biographical review is of such a 
Perfect Dervish who was functioning fully in the world while being 
completely absorbed in Allah SWT (Salik Majzoob). His countenance 
conveyed the Might of Makkah and the Beauty of Madinah, so clear and 
prominent. So much so that, without mentioning Tajabad Shareef and Ajmer 
Shareef, places of his (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) residences and the 
characteristics of his life in these places, I feared that Sarkar’s biography 


would not be complete and would not be in its proper context. 
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Here, in Ajmer Shareef, most of Sarkar’s time was spent in his small house. It 
was a clean and tidy place where everything needed for the household was 
available. This house was also a resting place and accommodation for 10 to 
20 Fellow Brothers. On the occasion of Urs, an extra rented house was made 
available. About 400 to 500 of Sarkar’s devotees and disciples from various 
parts of India used to come and accommodation had to be provided for 
them. This house was multi-functional, as a mess hall, a Qawwali hall, a 
Masjid and as a shelter. At night, in order to get to the front door or from one 
place to another, one had to climb over the heads and feet of Fellow 
Brothers sleeping along the way. Everyone's food was cooked at home but 
bread and naan came from the bakery. The wealthy, the rich merchants and 
the less fortunate Fellow Brothers lived happily with the same facilities, 


accommodation and food. 


“Aik Hi Saff, Mein Kharde, Ho Gaey, Mehmoodo Ayaaz” 
(In the Same Row Stood, Mehmood and Ayaz.) 


In the upper portion of the house, there were arrangements for the ladies 
(Fellow Sisters) of the Silsila to stay and eat. It was not customary for any 
individual to stay separately, for his own comfort and convenience, in the 
house of a relative, in a hotel or in a rented house. Sarkar disliked such 
arrangements and even the people of Silsila considered it disrespectful to 


Sarkar. This annual Urs gathering of the Fellow Brothers used to be a 
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memorable event. Preparations would start months beforehand and it was 
talked about for months afterwards. The Urs celebrations on the one hand 
and the memories of happenings at that small house on the other hand, 


provided a profound spiritual experience and enjoyment for all. 


In addition, Masters from all over India, who would come to attend the 
Ajmer Shareef Urs, used to gather in this house, to meet Sarkar during most 
of the day and night which kept the gatherings lively. The challenges of 
Tariqat or historical anecdotes and events, all became the topics of wide- 
ranging discussion among the Masters over tea (time). The audience and 
disciples like ourselves would benefit greatly. The topmost Qawwals and 
lady singers of Hindustan used to come to Ajmer Shareef on the occasion of 
Urs. They (musicians) considered it their privilege to meet Sarkar and 
perform for him. During such occasions, Sarkar used to be very engaged and 
euphoric. It created an atmosphere of spiritual ecstasy and exuberance. 
Sarkar would sleep very little, the 5 daily prayers were held, in 


congregation, at home. 
Sarkar would lead the Salaat himself. He would never bother the 
distinguished Sufi guests and other elders with a_ prayer-leading 
responsibility. Even though eloquent reciters of the Holy Quran, who would 


come to visit, would also be present. 


Like in Nagpur, this humble servant (Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA) got several 
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Opportunities to spend time with Sarkar in Ajmer Shareef apart from the Urs 
time. One time, the duration of my stay there was about three and a half 
months. Here, Sarkar had a very different life than that in Tajabad. There 
were learned Masters who came for scholarly discussions and enjoyed the 
Qawwali. Some of them used to stay with Sarkar for weeks and he was very 


busy and happy to host them. 


Two important aspects of Ajmer Shareef’s life are also noteworthy. One was 
the spiritual sanctuary (Hujra) of the Great Dargah, in which Sarkar spent 
almost as much time as at home. This Hujra belonged to our Dargah contact 
person (Wakeel) Syed Rafi Mian Sahib. Interestingly enough, the name of the 


room was Mehboob Manzil, which became famous in Ajmer Shareef during 





Sarkar’s stay at the Astana of Ghareeb Nawaz RA. 


Syed Rafi Miah Sahib is noteworthy because he had a sincere love for Sarkar. 
Due to his close relationship with Sarkar, what should be a business-like 
deal was more like community service. Rafi Mian Sahib treated everyone 
with sincerity and love. He also took care of the (guests) comfort and well- 
being. No matter, whatever the expenses were and whatever was given as an 
offering, was never seen as a profit or loss. He accepted the offerings and 
took the same care of all the people, no matter if the offerings were small or 


large. Ajmer Shareef endows this special temperament of accepting total 
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dependence on Allah’s Will. 


In this respect, Syed Rafi Sahib and all his progeny have a special standing. 
This is one family that served Sarkar Ghaus Muhammad Yousuf Shah Taji RA, 
his deputies (Khulifa) and disciples from generation to generation. (Syed Rafi 
Sahib) was also the authorized contact person (Wakeel) to (shrine of) Hazrat 
Khwaja Ghareeb Nawaz RA. That is why I am including them in this account so 
that it can be used by future generations to acknowledge and value their (Syed 
Rafi Mian Sahib’s family) services for the Silsila. Rafi Miah continued to play a 
major role in Sarkar’s life in Ajmer Shareef, as his second home. Or you can say 
that between Sarkar’s house and the that of Rafi Miah, almost the same 


relationship was established, as was in the early centuries of the migration of 


the Lord of the Two Realms (Honorable Prophet Muhammad eels) to Madinah. 


One of the reasons for this special mention of Rafi Miaf is also that, in addition 
to the time of the Urs, large numbers of disciples from different parts of India 
used to visit Ajmer Shareef at other times. Rafi Miah was very helpful in 


providing them with hospitality in Ajmer Shareef. 
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23. Ailment 


After returning from Hajj, Sarkar’s health began to deteriorate rapidly. At 
first, Sarkar did not pay much attention. However, when tiredness and 
weakness increased considerably, he turned to medical doctors and various 
types of physicians. It was discovered that Tuberculosis had affected both 
his lungs. At times he received treatments from doctors, other times from 
Greek Herbalists (Unani) and sometimes from traditional healers. After 
several months, Sarkar’s condition improved. The disciples rejoiced greatly 


at his recovery to good health. 


A few months later, however, the disease recurred and Diabetes also gained 
strength. Sarkar started becoming extremely thin and weak, which was of 
great concern to his disciples. During this time, Sarkar was in Ajmer Shareef. 
One time, the situation became so alarming that whoever of Sarkar’s 
disciples found out about his health condition, reached Ajmer Shareef at 
once. The condition kept getting worse. The doctors also expressed feelings 
of discouragement. There was a state of panic for a couple of days and our 
desperation increased so much that we started looking for a suitable burial 
place, in Ajmer Shareef. A place was chosen near the shrine of Haji 
Muhammad Sher Mian Peeli Bheeti RA where Grand Sufi Master (Barde Pir 
Sahib, Ghous Pak RA) performed Spiritual Retreat (Chilla). However, in a 


state of semi-consciousness and a faint voice, Sarkar said, 
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“Hey, why are you people going around looking here for a hole in the ground to 
bury me in? My dirt is not of this place. My head is in Pakistan! My feet are in 
Pakistan! Take me to Pakistan! and write to all my children to get to Pakistan 
as soon as possible! The longer anyone takes to get there, the more loss 


(regret) they will bear!” 


In short, in 1947, during the last third portion of Shawwal, His Grace, along 
with some of his followers arrived in Karachi. The health condition 
continued to deteriorate and on the night between the 29" of Ziqad and the 
1st of Zil-Hajj, at 1:30 am he (Sarkar Yousuf Shah Baba RA) said, “Labbaik” 


(I’m At Your Will Lord) to Allah SWT and went off to unite with his Creator. 


Burial took place in Mewa Shah Cemetery in Karachi and a magnificent 
shrine, known as Khanqah Tajiyah, was constructed. From the 29" of Ziqad 
to the 24 of Zil-Hajj, a large-scale Urs is held annually. Fatiha is held every 
Thursday which is attended by the disciples and other believers. Besides the 
disciples, the people of Karachi visit the Holy Shrine to receive both worldly 


and spiritual blessings. 
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24. Sayings lS gala VF 


The sayings and aphorisms that this author (Sarkar Aala Hazrat RA) has Wa, )a\l ail) — (LL old Cau 3) WS pas CU sila ga Cre ld | Calin 
heard from Sarkar (Yousuf Shah Baba RA), at various times, are ex 9) -Ug bas — seg son a a (G1 os cgle| JIS) 
innumerable. You will find some in previous chapters. Here are some of Caw 93) NWS pas US gala ga GSU) - = Upnle aa Sea cya Ll gic 


Sarkar’s (Yousuf Shah Baba RA) quotes that are of proverbial nature. -Utt Ud na pale 93 -on S aud US Stall G pe _S (Wu ols: 


1.The one who becomes a slave out of love, possesses the kingdom of 
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Both the Realms (Here and the Hereafter.) 
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His Creation entails more than simply refraining from expressing 
negative remarks. That alone is insufficient. Only when the heart is in a 
cleansed state, where there is no critique whatsoever, can we honestly 
declare that the critical questioning of God’s Creation and its ways of 
functioning has been eradicated. This is what “not being critical” really 


means. 


3. Claiming to belong to the Rebuked Class (Malamatiyyah Firga) is not 
merely adopting a certain way of carrying yourself, whereby people 
look at your ways, with disapproval. That alone is not enough. In 
reality, it is your own ego that must keep on reproaching you, even at 
the height of your humility. Only then, do you really enjoin the Rebuked 
Class. We belong to this very Silsila, Malamatiyyah. 
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4. Any student or disciple who seeks a purpose other than that of his 


Master, has gone astray. 


5. The One, who goes out of one's own self to seek God, has never ever 


found God. 


6. An egg today, is better than a hen tomorrow. 


7.As long as the disciple is self-centered, he cannot find the Master 


10. 


(Sheikh within). 


. Troubles, difficulties, losses, illnesses and sufferings are things to be 


grateful for. It is because then, the Servant cries out to Allah SWT, in 
extreme sincerity and fervor. That is why it has been narrated in the 


Hadith, “///ness Purges the Sins.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 5640, Book 75) 


. It is not necessary that whenever one is hungry, that the food must also 


be available. 


To keep searching for your beloved’s will; to make yourself completely 
submissive to the beloved’s will; to adapt one’s desires and wants 
completely to the beloved’s will; to become beloved’s servant and slave 


is the ascension (Meraj) of the disciple. 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


In fulfillment of the Sufi Master’s decree, such things as intellect, 
knowledge, doctrine, religious beliefs and religious laws, should not be 
allowed to intrude. Nor should there be any deliberation, nor any felt 
hardship in its achievement. On the contrary, by considering Sufi 
Master’s directive itself to be one’s religion and faith, a disciple can 
attain the status of Union with the Master (Fana-fi-Sheikh). Your 
opinion, your knowledge, or someone else’s advice can become a big 


hindrance and an obstacle to achieving the desired result. 


Every feeling, every experience, every spiritual exuberance, every inner 
state, every spiritual station, every divine bounty and every reward, no 
matter from what apparent source it seems to come from, should in 


fact be considered blessings of the Master. 


Aside from one’s own Sufi Master, engaging for any desire or purpose, 
with any other Sufi Master, alive or a Sufi Shrine or a Sufi Astana, for 
the purpose of gaining anything, is considered totally unforgivable in 
Tasawwuf. It’s akin to breaking the laws of Shariat by joining partners 


with Allah SWT (Shirk). 


Just as it’s true that Allah SWT deals with His servants according to 
their presumptions and aspirations, a Sufi Master deals with his 
disciples in exactly the same way. If a disciple seeks Initiation, only for 
the sake of worldly gains, well-being, financial freedom, a refuge from 
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15. 


16. 


suffering, sickness, for sake of honor, fame and glory; then the Sufi 
Master acts accordingly, as per the disciple’s capability and capacity. 
Similarly, if a disciple seeks goodness and salvation, they’re taught 
accordingly. 


But he reserves all his spiritual wealth and power, only for the select 
few disciples, who become initiated only out of love of their Sufi Master 
and without any other desire or purpose. These few disciples are the 
wealth of the Silsila. Through them, the blessings of the Silsila continue 
to flow without end. Aside from these disciples, the Sufi Master simply 
acts as an initiator into the Silsila and is there to bless them (as a 
service). 


Those that take the hand of the Sufi Master to become something or to 
be someone are pardoned (in the Hereafter) but nothing more. Those 
who are attracted to the Sufi Master for not becoming anything, 
become the Sufi Master’s center of attention. These are the people who 


become the beloved of Allah SWT and go on to become Saints. 


Disrespectful disciples, no matter how kindly they are treated by the 
Master in public, remain blind in this world and in the Hereafter. 
Sarkar used to say that, the proper way of showing the best manners to 
the Sufi Master is for the disciple to present himself in the same way 


that the Grand Sufi Master (Barde Pir Sahib, Ghous Pak RA) has 
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17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


advised, “that an obedient disciple is the one who presents himself to the 


Master, like a corpse is in the hands of the mortician (Ghussaal).” 


Love for Fellow Brothers and Fellow Sisters is actually the love of the 


Sufi Master. 


He once told me, “Jf you want to love us, you will have to love every 


particle of the universe.” 


Once Sarkar said to the late Fellow Brother Zia-ul-Haq (Sarkar Aala 
Hazrat’s Pir Bhai), “After becoming a disciple, one (disciple) should 
consider that the goal has been achieved. Making knowledge of the 
unseen, miracles, stages of Sainthood (Wilayat) or high spiritual stations 


your goal, is the same as losing one’s real purpose.” 


If you want Allah SWT to remain kind to you, don’t be apathetic even to 
your enemy’s feelings; unless they’re being cruel and unjust to you. 
Even after that, sincerely forgiving them makes you a Friend of Allah 
SWT. 


To think of one’s own self to be better than others, one enters into the 


company of Satan. 


When Allah Almighty bestows a special capability, to show it off 
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23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


needlessly, is a sign of ungratefulness. 


Talking to people just to show off your superiority of knowledge is a 


sign of grave pride. 


A disciple should consider his inner reality as the inner reality of the 


Master. 


When Allah Almighty bestows the power of seeing the unseen (Kashf) 
to one of His servants by His Grace, then the person should hide it as 


the women hide their monthlies. 


The Union with the Master, which is called Fana-fi-Sheikh, “is” the 
highest level. Only a Perfect Master (Sheikh-e-Kamil), after attaining 
the rank of Union with the Prophet ele (Fana-fi-Rasul) and Union with 


Allah SWT (Fana-fi-Allah), becomes Immortal with Allah SWT (Baqa-bi- 
Allah). 


Sarkar repeated time and again, that the greatest sins may be forgiven, 
but if there is even a hint, metaphorically, in thought, verbally or in 
writing, showing even the slightest disrespect towards the Lord of the 


Two Realms (Honorable Prophet Muhammad ele); the repentance of 


such a person is not accepted, nor does his relationship with the Master 
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remain and the initiation is breached. Then he (Sarkar Yousuf Shah 


Baba RA) used to recite these verses, 


“Ba Khuda, Deewana Baash 


Ba Muhammad #, Hoshiyaar” 


(Towards God, Act Crazy) 
(Towards Muhammad Be, Be Alert) 


(Explanation: One can communicate casually with Allah SWT as if talking to a 
respected best friend. In Urdu, we often call Allah SWT, ‘Tu’. However, this level 


of etiquette and respect only heightens if we ever refer to Prophet Muhammad 


Payne 





. The level of respect we show will never be less than that of the Supreme 


Emperor.) 
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